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All are welcome at the “Phil 
Coburn Thanksgiving Dinner” 

by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 


Barbara & Chick Amsden are co-chairs of the 21st 
Thanksgiving Dinner, known as the “Phil Coburn 
Thanksgiving Dinner,” sponsored by the West 
Springfield Parish and Interfaith Association, given for 
the community. 

This Thanksgiving Dinner is for everyone, especial¬ 
ly those who simply want the companionship of other 
people, and Agawam is very involved in the event. 

Carol Treganowan is the Agawam coordinator of 
drivers and deliveries for the Thanksgiving Dinner. To 
reach Carol, call 786-1912. Carol said, “We hope to 
have a wonderful turnout at the dinner, and we hope 
to make everyone’s Thanksgiving a super day. I want 
to thank everyone for their help. 

“In addition, there is a Thanksgiving service 
Wednesday evening at Agawam Congregational 
Church at 7:00 p.m. The offering from this service will 
be given to the West Springfield Parish Association to 
help defray the costs of the dinner.” 

Once upon a time, community meals focused more 
on those unable to afford a big Thanksgiving dinner. 
Now, though, the primary idea is to provide an oppor¬ 
tunity and a place where people can be together and 
enjoy a sense of friendship or family. 

The West Springfield Parish Association is com¬ 


prised of representatives from all West Springfield 
churches. The community is invited to come and 
enjoy a first-rate Thanksgiving meal at no cost. This 
event is open to the public. No one needs to be alone 
on Thanksgiving or to cook if they find this activity to 
be a problem. 

Chick Amsden started the Thanksgiving Dinner 21 
years ago, and for most of those year, people have 
dined at Mittineague Methodist Church. The meal has 
become so popular, however, that it became neces¬ 
sary last year to hold the event at St. Thomas the 
Apostle School cafetorium, on Westfield Street near 
Pine Street, West Springfield. 

So, this year's “Phil Coburn Thanksgiving Dinner” 
will be held at St. Thomas the Aposlie cafetorium in 
West Springfield from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 

For volunteers making deliveries, there will be cof¬ 
fee and danish starting around 10:30 a.m. The deliv¬ 
eries to the elderly and shut-ins will begin at 11:00 
a.m. 

Rose Desrosiers will be doing community service 
at St. Thomas the Apostle School the day before 
Thanksgiving. Students from St. Thomas will help 

SEE THANKSGIVING DINNER - Page 2 



Happy 

Thanksgiving 
To All From 
The 

Advertiser 

News 


Christmas bazaars get holiday season underway 



THE HOLIDAY SEASON IN AGAWAM began this past Saturday, November 23rd, in Agawam Center with the annual Christmas bazaars held 
at the Agawam Congregational Church and the First Baptist Church. In photo left: Serving lunch to a large crowd at the First Baptist Church 
included (from left) Edith Gottsche, Betty Durant, Yoshi Hadden, Martha Theodorowicz, and Bernice Nowill. In right photo: M the .Agawam 
Congregational Church, Sue Ober of Custom Creations of Agawam (seated) with her two daughters, Courtnie and Mollie. (Many more photos 
on Pages 13,14, & 15.) Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 
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THANKSGIVING DINNER - from Page 1 

decorate the hall, set up the tables, and make fruit 
baskets. Rose invited students and their parents who 
are able to arrive before 11:00 a.m. in the Women's 
Club Room of St. Thomas the Apostle School to help 
deliver meals on Thanksgiving morning to the elderly 
and to persons who are shut in. 

"I just think that it is really wonderful for the com¬ 
munity that people can get together with others.” For 
last-minute delivery arrangements or to volunteer, 
please call Rose Desrosiers at 734-9853 or Barbara 
Amsden at 733-8682. 

Due to the generosity of residents of Agawam and 
West Springfield, all the turkeys for the dinner have 
been donated. According to Barbara Amsden, “The 
meal will be cooked by our fantastic volunteers.” 

Barbara and Chick were chosen as “Citizens of the 
Year” by the West Springfield Rotary this year for their 
dedication to the community and their consistent 
efforts in coordinating the dinners for so many years. 

Barbara, however, said, “Our family is so big, we 
had lots of help. We are grateful for the recognition 
given to us, but we feel lucky for our health and hon¬ 
ored to be able to do this for the community. We can 
only accomplish this due to our wonderful volunteers 
and due to the generosity of our community.” 

Rose Desrosiers added, “It’s an open community 
dinner for everyone, and it's free.” 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

Rose is an outreach coordinator, and with help 
from her husband, Michael Desrosiers, they are in 
charge of the deliveries. 

There is another service available to provide rides 
for people wishing to join the Thanksgiving Dinner at 
St. Thomas the Apostle School. To arrange for a ride, 
call Barbara at 733-8682. 

Another feature of the event will be Jean Newman, 
who will play holiday songs on her harp. 

Barbara Amsden asked The Agawam Advertiser 
News to thank all of the people who have volunteered, 
especially Diane Arnold, Carol Treganowan, Debbie 
Egan, and her “crew,” who put up the meals; Rose & 
Michael Desrosiers, who coordinate the deliveries; 
and Betty Nowlan, who is in charge of the dining room 
and the volunteers. 

In addition to the free Thanksgiving Dinner, African 
violets and fruit baskets will be given away. 

Last year, over 550 meals were sent out and sev¬ 
eral hundred people enjoyed their Thanksgiving 
Dinner at St. Thomas the Apostle School cafetorium. 
“We truly hope that the community will come out to 
enjoy this meal with us again this year,” Barbara 
Amsden added. 

To send monetary donations to support the din¬ 
ners, make your check out to “Parish Association,” 
and mail the check to Mrs. Kay Plourde, 49 Verdugo 
Street, West Springfield, MA 01089. 


Fire Wise... 

Awareness is the key 
to fire prevention 

by Fire Chief David Pisano 

Fire is a powerful and destructive force that most of 
us don’t understand, but think we can survive. Home 
fires have become the second leading cause of acci¬ 
dental death, but there is a lot you can do to prevent 
and survive a fire in your home. 

The key to fire prevention is awareness - by know¬ 
ing how home fires start, and what you can do to elim¬ 
inate them. The leading cause of death from home 
fires is carelessness while smoking. 

If you are drowsy, taking strong medication, or con¬ 
suming alcohol, postpone that cigarette until you’re 
more alert. Use large metal or glass ashtrays, and 
make sure all smoking materials are extinguished 
before disposing of them. 

Heating is the number one cause of home fires and 
second in fire deaths. Before the heating season 
starts, have your furnace checked by a professional 
to insure that is is operating safely. Make sure air fil¬ 
ters are changed regularly and that combustible 
materials aren’t stored in the furnace area. 

If you use a solid fuel appliance, such as wood or 
coal, also have it inspected by a professional, and 
include cleaning and inspection of the chimney. Other 
portable heaters, like kerosene or electric space 
heaters, need care as well. Follow the manufacturers’ 
recommendations for cleaning and operation. 

Another important area is the kitchen. Cooking is 
the third largest cause of fire deaths in the home, and 
is probably one of the least reported fires. To keep 
cooking from being a hazard is to keep an eye on it. 

Many fires start when cooking is unattended while 

SEE FIREWISE - Page 5 


Rep. Daniel Keenan reminds residents 
of Tax Amnesty Program 

Representative Daniel F. Keenan is pleased to overdue tax obligations with DOR without incurring 
announce that anyone that owes state taxes or has any penalty charges. The program runs from October 
failed to file their tax return can take advantage of a 1st to December 2, 2002. 

Tax Amnesty Program offered by the Massachusetts “This program will allow the Commonwealth to 
Department of Revenue (DOR). recover approximately $43 million at a time when 

Tax Amnesty is a two-month opportunity to resolve every dollar counts,” said Representative Keenan. 




INSTANT LOTTERY WINNERS FOR WEEK ENDII\(; Nov 77. IMI 


Low. Low Price 


New Pumps & New Tanks 


2 LTR. PEPSI ON SALE 

$1.1Q + Dep. 

(While supplies last) 


Buy 1, Get 1 FREE 

6-Pack Cans 

(Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite, Van. Coke, Cherry Coke, 
Dr. Pepper, Diet Lemon Coke) (While Supplies Last) 


GUIDAS 1% MILK 


ON SALE 


ONLY $2.09 gallon 


HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM ALL OF US! 

We are open all day for vour 


last minute shOi 


Cigarettes On Sale 


.75 Off/Packs & $7.50 OFF Cartons 

Marlboro, Newports, Winston, Salem, Camel, V. Slims, Parliaments, Basic, 
Kools, Mist), GPC, Pall Mall Filters.... 

Other Great Sales 


Doral, Monarch, USA Gold, Liggett, Old Gold, Pyramids... 

CIGARETTE FREE PACK DEALS 


Buy 1,Get 1 FREE*Buy2,Get1 FREE 

Menthols, Regulars. Lights 
(We accept all mfg. coupons.) (While supplies last.) 


Wise Chips - Jumbo Bagi 

ON SALE - $ 1.99 (While supplies last) 
Regular Price • $2.99 


(Regular/Ridges/Sour Cream) 


BUY 1, GET 1 FREE 

Crunchy Doodles 
& Puffed Doodles 

Mix & Match {While supplies last.) 


q) i.uu uri" 

Skoal - Copenhagen -Kodiak 


ATM 


Available 


Inside 


The 


Store 


Featuring - Green Mountain Coffee : Join The Coffee Club & Get FREE Coffee 
(Avail, in Reg., Decaf., French Van., Hazel & Many Other Flavors) 


30tli Anniversaiy Spectacular - $500 
Winner Wonderland - $200 
Silver Bells - SlOO 

3 - 30th Anniversary Spectacular - $100 
Cash Vault - $100 
5 Card Cash - $100 


200,000 Bonus - $500 
Winner Green - $200 
Winner Wonderland - SlOO 
1 Million Mania - $100 
Silver Streak - $100 


5 C ard Lash - $ 100 Lucky 7 - S100 

LOTTO CASHING CENTER. PLAY YOUR LOTTO HERE - MAKE YOUR DREAMS COME TRUE! 


All Major 
Credit Cards 
& 

Debit Cards 
Accepted 

ALSO 

Phone Cards 
Sold Here 


Quick Pic Sunocu 

Corner of Main St. & River Rd., Agawam 

Tel: 413-789-6909 

Best Quality Gas At 
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Regular Council meeting agenda 
for Monday, December 2nd 

Agawam Middle School - 7:30 P.M. 

Comm, on Licenses - Coun. Simpson 
Comm, on St. Acceptances - Coun. Mineo 


1. Citizen’s Speak Time 

2. Roll Call 

3. Moment of Silence and the Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Minutes - Regular Council Meeting of 11/18/02 
Minutes - Special Council Meeting of 11/21/02 

5. Declaration from Council President 

6. Presentation of Petitions. Memorials. & 
Remonstrances 

(a) Resolutions 

1. TR-2002-36- A Resolution Adopting Special 
Speed Regulation #946-A (Route 75)(Mayor)(Ref. To 
Traffice and St. Safety Comm, on 11/6/02)(Tabled on 
11/18/02). 

2. TR-2002-53-A Resolution Initiating the Adoption, 
Change or Amendment of Zoning Ordinance, Art. Vlll, 
Business District Paragraph 180-44, Entitled 
“Permitted Uses" of the Code of Town of Agawam, 
Pursuant to MGL, Ch. 40A, Paragraph 5 (Coun. 
Bitzas)(Ref. to Zoning & Ordin. Comm, on 11/18/02). 

7. Report of Council Committees 

Comm, on Rules - Coun. Negrucci 

Comm, on Ordinances - Coun. Morassi 

Comm, on Utilities - Coun. Mineo 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF AGAWAM 
PLANNING BOARD 

The Agawam Planning Board will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, December 5, 2002 at 7:15 
PM at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper 
Street, Agawam, MA. The purpose of this hearing 
will be to hear the petition of the Agawam 
Planning Board for a proposed zoning amend¬ 
ment to Section 180-138(3) of the Agawam Zoning 
Ordinance that would exempt single family 
dwellings used for residential purposes only from 
the She Plan regu'wement when seeking a Special 
Permit. A copy of the proposed zoning amend¬ 
ment can be obtained from the Agawam Planning 
Office or the Agawam Town Clerk’s Office 
between the hours of 8:30 AM and 4:30 PM in the 
Agawam Town Hall, 36 Main Street, Agawam, MA. 
BY ORDER OF; Dennis B. Hopkins, Chairman 

Agawam Planning Board 
Published: November 26, 2002. 


Comm, on Finance - Coun. Young 

Comm, on Traffic & St. Safety - Coun. Perry 

Comm, on Zoning Review - Coun. Bonavita 

Ad Hoc Commj. on Condo Relations - Coun. Bitzas 

8. Elections 

None. 

9. Public Hearings 

(a) 

1. PH-2002-14-(TR-2002-67)-Application-Gas 

Storage Permit-Gas Station/Convenient Store, 92 
Poplar St., FH, MA - Request for 30,000 underground 
gasoline/diesel fuel for resale (Conduct Public 
Hearing)(Ref. to Lie. Comm, on 11/18/02).. 

10. Old Business 

(a) 

1. TOR-2002-5- An Ordinance Ameding the Code 
of the Town of Agawam by Adding Sec. 1-7 in 
Accordance with MGL, Ch. 40, Sec. 57 (Mayor)(3rd 
Reading). 

2. TO-2002-66- Renewal of Class I & II Dealer 
Licenses for 2003 (Ref. to Lie. Comm, on 11/18/02). 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF AGAWAM 
AGAWAM PLANNING BOARD 

The Agawam Planning Board will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, December 5, 2002 at 7:00 
PM at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper 
Street, Agawam, MA. The purpose of this hearing 
will be to hear the petition of Kopatz 
Construction, Inc. for a Revision to the Definitive 
Subdivision Plan entitled “Black Crow Estates.” 
The proposed revision is to rename the subdivi¬ 
sion Plumtree Meadows and rename the street 
Plumtree Way. 

By Order of Dennis B. Hopkins, Chairman 
AGAWAM PLANNING BOARD 
Published: November 26, 2002. 

For all the hometown news, you 
turn our pages each and every 
week... A AN!!! 
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

PUBLIC HEARING 
AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL 

The Agawam City Councii wili hold a public hear¬ 
ing on Monday, December 16, 2002 at 7:30 P.M. at 
the Agawam Middle School, 68 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose of this hearing will be 
to hear the petition of Clement Tynan; and Jay 
LeFebvre, Lone Coyote Real Trust for a requested 
zone change. The request is to revise the zone 
lines and zone map on properties known at 1325, 
1339, 1353 and 1355 Springfield Street. A copy of 
the requested zone change and description can 
be obtained from the Agawam Planning Office or 
the Agawam Town Clerk’s Office between the 
hours of 8:30 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. in the Agawam 
Town Hall, 36 Main Street, Agawam, MA. 

Ursula Retzler 
Clerk of the Council 
Published: November 26, 2002. 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF AGAWAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS 

Notice is hereby given that the Agawam Board 
of Appeals will hold a public hearing at the Library 
Conference Room, Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam, MA, on Monday, 
December 9, 2002, at 7:00 P.M. for all parties inter¬ 
ested in the appeal of eco/Springfield, LLC, which 
is seeking a Variance from Section 180-8, 
Paragraph B of the Zoning Ordinances, which 
would allow for the construction of a twenty foot 
(20’) high fence located at the premises identified 
as 188 M Street Ext. 

Doreen Prouty 
Chairperson 

Published; November 26, 2002. 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF AGAWAM 

AGAWAM CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
The Agawam Conservation Commission will 
meet on Thursday, December 5, 2002 at 6:30 PM at 
the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam, Mass. The purpose of this meeting will 
be to hear the Request for Determination of 
Applicability of Chiarella for property located at 
371 South Westfield Street. 

By Order of Henry A. Kozloski, Chairman 
Agawam Conservation Commission 
Published: November 26, 2002. 






Gift Certificates For The Holidays 


Agciwam’s Home of Steaks, Chops, Seafood, Prime Rib, Baby Back Ribs, And Of Course... 

Our Famous Crock Of Soup Family-Style And Unlimited Salad Bar. 

(Ask About Our New Entree Selections!) 

Open For Lunch - Tuesday - Friday ll;30am - 2:30pm, Open For Dinner - Tuesday - Sunday 4:00pm - 10:00pm 

(Closed Monday) * All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

944 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills * 786-0962 FAX 786-0389 




^ake 


RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 

ov Your Holiday Party With Us! 


Christmas Parties or Business Functions 
Private Room Available For Up To 35 People 
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Special thanks to Barbara 
Regish at Robinson School 

To the Editor: 

I would like to take the time to thank Mrs. Barbara 
Michonski Regish and Room 20, her fourth-grade 
class, for putting together a Veterans’ Day display at 
Robinson Park School. It was through their efforts 
that this display came out so well. 

Some time ago, Mrs. Regish came to my office to 
ask me if I could get her some materials to put on dis¬ 
play for Veterans’ Day. Mrs. Regish and her class 
wanted to honor veterans. The students went to their 
family members, uncles, fathers, grandfathers, and 
asked them if they would share their military history 
with them. As you can see by the pictures, the student 
body came up with pictures, hats, etc. for their dis¬ 
play. This display is in the main entrance to Robinson 
Park School. 

It is a teacher like Mrs. Regish that takes the time 
to teach her class about PATRIOTISM. From this 
office and from all veterans, we thank you and your 
class for honoring us. 

Ed Kellogg 
Veterans’ Services 

Voting public deserves info on 
Comm. Preservation Act 

To the Editor: 

During the last municipal election, in 2001, voters 
in the Town of Agawam approved, in overwhelming 
numbers, the Community Preservation Act ballot 
question as amended by the City Council. I was 
named to the Community Preservation Committee by 
the City Council in the Spring of this year, 2002. 

My belief is that the voting public of the Town of 
Agawam has a right to learn of the progress that has 
been made, and I’m writing this letter to let the people 
of Agawam know what City Hall has understood since 
April of 2001. There has not been any progress. We 
have not yet met. I’m sorry no one told you. 

The Union News reported on this delay on June 4, 
2002, referring to Laura Placzek’s November 20, 
2001 memo to Mayor Cohen which is noted below. 
The Union News report suggested that we might have 
Community Preservation Act implementation by 
February of next year, but that shall not in fact occur. 

The report noted that a tax application software 
conversion would be required, but suggested the 
timetable was “unclear.” The fact is that we have no 
timetable at all. This report was the first public men¬ 


tion made of facts known to City Hall since April of 
2001, although Laura Placzek made passing mention 
of the need to “...have a new computer system in 
place..." in a Union-News report that was dated 
January 15, 2002. This report also was incomplete. 

My best guess is that the City Council and 
Community Preservation Committee would surely 
have let you know, but the sad fact is that we have all 
been kept in the dark. 

That information which was never shared with you, 
the voting public, also was never shared until the 
22nd of November with us. Please know that this 
information, which I shall detail for you below, was 
without question known to City Hall since April of 
2001. Why the voting public was never made privy to 
information that might have affected your vote eludes 
me, but City Hall opted to sit on this information shar¬ 
ing it with no one. 

The news that I refer to was relayed to City Hall in 
a memo by MUNIS dated March 30, 2001. MUNIS is 
the software company that provided our COBOL 
financial and tax collection software. What this memo, 
by the MUNIS Manager of Support Services, Mr. C.J. 
McCarron, relates is that the COBOL MUNIS tax 
application is inadequate to Community Preservation 
Act implementation and that the Town would only find 
the appropriate changes to be in their 4GL/GUI 
MUNIS tax application software. The memo noted 
that such changes, in any case, could not be made 
available for quarterly or semi-annual FY2002 esti¬ 
mated bills, but could apply to FY2002 semi-annual 
actual bills. 

This memo was referred to by Town official. Laurel 
Placzek, in a memo dated April 6, 2001 that was sent 
to Mr. Ronald LaRiviere. Mr. LaRiviere was then 
Community Preservation Ad-Hoc Committee 
Chairman. This memo by Ms. Placzek was also for¬ 
warded to Mayor Richard Cohen. 

This memo contained important information about 
the Community Preservation Act’s implementation of 
which 1 believe the voting public should have been 
made well aware. Regretfully, neither the public nor 
the City Council had ever been informed of this. I 
have taken it upon myself to make the public aware. 
The new City Council was not, as of this past week¬ 
end, fully aware of it. 

What this April 6, 2001 memo relates is that the 
Town does intend the system conversion that would 
allow for MUNIS technical assistance. However, "[w]e 
do not have an implementation schedule for the con¬ 
version at this time.” This memo furthermore notes 
that quarterly billing would “double the workload in the 
Collector’s office,” no doubt adding to problems lead¬ 
ing to Community Preservation Act implementation 
delay. This memo noted also that a new “principal 
clerk in the Collector’s office” was needed. 

One must wonder why the City Council, while 
deliberating quarterly billing for tax collection, was not 
informed of the fact that the change to quarterly billing 
could lead to the Collector’s office being faced with a 
workload strenuous enough even to bear mentioning 
in a future memo regarding possible Community 


Preservation Act implementation delays. 

Quarterly billing was approved on October 
16,2000, and so would not appear to have such a dra¬ 
matic impact on a timetable for system conversion the 
next year. Given how the Collector’s office lobbied so 
heavily for quarterly billing, I’m surprised it’s such an 
onerous task. Of course, new “lockbox” programming 
would be required as well in order to process real 
estate and property receipts. The “lockbox” is a 
device intended to reduce required staff time, which 
almost seems funny right now. 

The November 20, 2001 memo, noted in the June 
4, 2002 news report for the first time, was from Laura 
Placzek to Mayor Richard Cohen as I noted. Copies 
were forwarded to Debbie Dachos, Chris Sparks, 
Jack Stone and Carol Taylor. This memo noted that 
the Collector’s office was “...not in a position to issue 
surcharge bills at this time." It was also noted that 
“additional funding” would be required for “software 
and personnel.” 

The June 4, 2002 news report never mentioned 
additional personnel and made no reference to the 
memo from April 6, 2001. The January 15th report 
didn’t either. 

The latest memo, the one finally sent to the City 
Council President and to the Community Preservation 
Committee members elected by the City Council in 
the Spring, is the memo conceding that since April of 
2001, our City Hall has not done a thing to see the 
Community Preservation Act implemented. 

The memo was from Laura Placzek to Mayor 
Richard Cohen. The memo notes that there will be no 
surcharge in FY2003 tax bills, which means missing 
out on another round of state funding. We have no 
timetable for conversion even yet, it was said, and an 
additional staffing demand was made in the form of 
an Assistant Network Administrator. No mention was 
made of the need for such a position previously, nor 
was it previously noted that implementation in 
FY2003 was but a pipe dream. 

Again, City Hall had knowledge of the facts and of 
its needs since the first week in April of last year. This 
information was never revealed to the voters in any 
discussion of the Community Preservation Act refer¬ 
endum of last year. The City Cour\c\\ had, r\e\ier 'oeer\ 
presented with any petition, to my knowledge, regard¬ 
ing additional Collector’s office staff needs. 

Present Community Preservation Committee 
members have not yet been called to meet, pending 
implementation of software regarding which no 
timetable has ever been made. I’m disgusted by the 
lack of information and communication regarding a 
program approved overwhelmingly by the voting pub¬ 
lic last year. 

What City Hall has been doing with this informa¬ 
tion for one-and-a-half years is a question for the 
ages, I guess, but it angers me to say that I’m not in 
the least surprised by this! 

Sincerely yours, 
Owen R. Broadhurst 
Agawam 


Agawam Green 
Party sets meeting 

The Town of Agawam Green Party shall be holding 
an informational and organizational meeting for all 
interested, open to the public, on Tuesday, December 
3rd. 

The meeting shall be held at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Community Room of the Agawam Public Library. 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


&Sif. 


This Holiday Weekend Bring old 
friends and visiting family to 
the place you call home. 
Stop by E.B% YOUR HOME 
AWAY FROM HOME! 


For photo coverage in The AAN, call 786-7747 or 786-8137; however, 
please give us at least 72 hours’ notice prior to your event. Thank you. 
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Melconian encourages enrollment in 
state’s food stamp program 


Senate Majority Leader Linda J. Melconian (D- 
Springfield) is pleased to announce that the 
Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA) has 
recently unveiled a plan to make food stamps easier 
to acquire for the tens of thousands of Massachusetts 
residents who are eligible to receive them. 

"There are thousands of residents in Hampden 
County who are eligible for food stamps yet do not 
apply for them, either out of shame or because they 
have little knowledge about the program,” Senator 
Melconian said. “Hopefully, these proposed changes 
will encourage more people to apply for stamps, 
because it is their legal right to receive them. Families 
should not be embarrassed to provide food for their 
children.” 

In 1971, the federal government made the food 
stamps program a national entitlement service, guar¬ 
anteeing 100 percent federal reimbursement for every 
state dollar spent. Applicants that meet the income eli- 
gibilitty requirements automatically receive stamps 
within 30 days of submitting their application. 

According to the DTA, which runs the food stamp 
program in Massachusetts, only 43 percent of the 
state's residents who are eligible for food stamp assis¬ 
tance actually apply, resulting in the loss of millions of 
dollars in federal funding for the state and increasing 
the pressure on food pantries and relief agencies to 
make up the difference. 

DTA plans to update the food stamp program to 


encourage more residents to apply by simplifying the 
application process from 12 pages to only four. 

The application is also available online at www.aet- 
tinqfoodstamps.orQ . and paper applications are now 
available at more locations such as nursing homes, 
supermarkets, and health centers. 

DTA has also reduced the income reporting 
requirements, requiring enrollees to report income 
only twice a year instead of four times, and has 
extended the amount of months that welfare recipi¬ 
ents can receive food stamp assistance after leaving 
the system. 

To be eligible for food stamps, an individual with no 
children may earn up to $960 month, while a family of 
four with children may earn up to $3,017. 

Individuals may receive up to $139 a month in food 
stamps, while a family of four can receive over $500. 
A person does not have to receive transitional assis¬ 
tance or have a place of residence in order to qualify. 
Emergency food stamps are also immediately avail¬ 
able to those who earn less than $150 month or do 
not have enough money to pay for rent or utilities. 

To find out more about the food stamp program or 
to obtain food stamps, please visit www.oettinafood- 
stamps.org . or call the Food Source Hotline at 1-800- 
645-8333 or visit your local DTA office. 

To find out more information about your food stamp 
application, please call DTA Recipient Services at 1- 
800-841-2900. 


FIREWISE - from Page 2 

you're on the phone, watching television, or visiting 
with a friend. If you're cooking, stay in the kitchen; if 
you're called away, turn off all burners. 

if you do have a fire in a pan on the stove, put a lid 
on it, turn off the heat, and let the pot cool. If the fire 
is in the oven or broiler, close the door and turn off the 
heat. 

VMaW a lew mmutes before opening the door to 
make sure the fire is out. Also keep an ABC/multi-pur¬ 
pose extinguisher handy and learn how to use it. 

Another major cause of home fires is defective 


appliances and overloaded circuits. When purchasing 
appliances, look for the Undenwriters Laboratories 
(UL) label. Periodically check power cords for fraying, 
and replace if damaged. 

If you use extension cords, make sure they are not 
run under carpets or over nails. Remember, extension 
cords should only be used temporarily. 

If you have problems with fuses or circuit breakers, 
it could be a sign that you have wiring problems. Have 
them checked by a qualified electrician. 

Protect your home from fire by becoming aware 
of the high-hazard areas. The Agawam Fire 
Department has more information on home fire 
safety. Contact them today at 786-2662. 
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LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

PUBLIC HEARING 
AGAWAM CITY COUNCIL 
The Agawam City Council will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, December 16, 2002 at 7:30 
P.M. at the Agawam Middle Schoo, 68 Main Street, 
Agawam, MA. The purpose of this hearing will be 
to hear the petition of the Agawam Planning 
Board for a proposed zoning amendment to 
Section 180-13B(3) of the Agawam Zoning 
Ordinances that would exempt single family 
dwellings used for residential purposes only from 
the Site Plan requirement when seeking a Special 
Permit. A copy of the proposed zoning amend¬ 
ment can be obtained from the Agawam Planning 
Office or the Agawam Town Clerk’s Office 
between the hours of 8:30 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. in 
the Agawam Town Hall, 36 Main Street, Agawam, 
MA. 

Ursula Retzler 
Clerk of the Council 
Published: November 26, 2002 

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF AGAWAM 
BOARD OF APPEALS 

Notice is hereby given that the Agawam Board 
of Appeals will hold a public hearing at the Library 
Conference Room, Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper Street, Agawam, MA, on Monday, 
December 9, 2002, at 6:30 P.M. for all parties inter¬ 
ested in the appeal of Gary Masciotra, who is 
seeking a Special Permit in accordance with 
Section 180-7, Paragraph B-2 of the Zoning 
Ordinances, which would allow for the construc¬ 
tion of an addition to a residential dwelling locat¬ 
ed at the premises identified as 14 Meadow 
Avenue. 

Doreen Prouty 
Chairperson 

Published: November 26, 2002. 

"kitiiitit 

If you wish to put a “Letter To The Editor” in 
The Agawam Advertiser News, the letter must 
have your signature, street address, and phone 
number. However, we will not publish your 

street address or phone number. 

***** 



.VI 


insurance • Homeowner's Insurance • Ufe insprdnce 

for a tompfimentary o¥aloathn for 


Auto 

Caff 


www.canaryblomstrom.com 




FAX: 786-7004 


Feeding Hills, MA • 01030 


868 Springfield Street 
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Looking forward 
to 2003... 



JENNIFER GELGUT accepts an application 
for the 2003 Agawam St. Patrick’s Colleen 
pageant from the 2002 Colleen, Alyson 
Garvey, and Melissa O’Hare, a member of the 
2002 colleen court. Alyson and Melissa were at 
Agawam High School promoting this year’s 
colleen pageant. Applications are available at 
the High School guidance office or by writing 
to Colleen Pageant, P.O. Box 825, Agawam, 
MA 01001-0825. 


Feeding Hills and Agawam residents will soon 
begin to notice local drop-off boxes marked Holiday 
Baskets for the Agawam Junior Women’s Club’s 
annual collection of food and toys, which are provided 
to families in need each year. 

Last year, due to the generosity of our residents, 
the Agawam Junior Women’s Club delivered 32 meals 
along with clothes and toys for 70 children within 
Agawam and Feeding Hills. 

The Agawam Junior Women’s organization is a 
member of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
Junior Membership, of Massachusetts. 

One way to help brighten the holiday season this 
year would be to provide school supplies or Agawam 
Cinema movie tickets as gifts for older children. Or, if 
residents wish to donate a-frozen-turkey or canned 
ham for the Holiday Baskets, please call Theresa 


Time to trim the tree... 

Commemorative 
ornament now 
on sale 

The first of four commemorative ornaments to be 
produced by the Agawam Sesquicentennial 
Committee is now available for sale. The committee 
plans to produce a dated ornament each year through 
the town’s sesquicentennial year in 2005. 

This year’s ornament features the old Agawam 
Town Hall and Center School on one side and the 
sesquicentennial logo on the other silkscreened in 
gold on a matte and red glass ball. 

Ornaments are $7 each, and proceeds will benefit 
the Agawam Sesquicentennial Committee’s fundrais¬ 
ing efforts for Agawam's 150th anniversary celebra¬ 
tion to be held in June 2005. Concerts, fireworks, a 
parade, house tour, and an historical re-enactment 
have been planned for the celebration. 

The Sesquicentennial Committee has also pro¬ 
duced a commemorative calendar for 2003 featuring 
images from antique postcards of the town and 
including dates of local historical interest. Calendars 
are $10. 

At this time, both ornaments and calendars may be 
purchased during normal business hours at these 
locations; 

* Westfield Bank, Agawam office, 655 Main Street, 
Agawam; Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam: Agawam Town Clerk’s Office, Agawam 
Town Hall, 36 Main Street. 

For more information about the Town of Agawam 
Sesquicentennial Committee, please call Karla Young 
at 786-8995. New members are always welcome. 


Conklin at 786-6515. 

The Agawam Junior Women’s Club drop-off boxes 
will be located at Geissler’s Supermarket; Agawam 
Public Library; Town Hall; Fitness First; and Westfield 
Bank (Main Street). 

The Junior Women ask that while shopping for your 
own holiday dinner, please consider purchasing one 
extra item for the Holiday Baskets of non-perishable, 
canned and dried goods, such as canned vegetables, 
cranberry sauce, stuffing, instant potatoes, rice, 
pasta, canned/bottled juices, cakes mixes/pudding, 
cereals, paper goods, soups and other staples, toi¬ 
letries (soap, toothpaste, toothbrush). 

Remember, these donations will help our friends in 
need to better enjoy the holiday season, and knowing 
that someone CARES may make all the difference in 
the world. 


Holiday fun for the whole family... 

“Yuletide at 
Storrowton,” 

Dec. 7th & 8th 

“Yuletide at Storrowton," Eastern States 
Exposition’s free winter holiday festival, takes place 
Saturday and Sunday, December 7th & 8th from 
11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. The weekend event is full of hol¬ 
iday delight for the entire family and takes place in 
historic Storrowton Village on the grounds of the 
Eastern States Exposition in West Springfield. 
Parking is free for Yuletide visitors. 

Area garden clubs, florists, and designers gener¬ 
ously donate their time, expertise, and materials to 
decorate the Village’s historic buildings for the holi¬ 
days, according to event Chairperson Pat Byrne. 
Participating clubs and florists include the Agawam, 
East Longmeadow, Westfield, and West Springfield 
Garden Clubs; Friends of Grandmother’s Garden; 
Rae'z of Sun Florist; Durocher Florist; Pioneer Valley 
Chapter of The Embroiderers’ Guild of America, Inc.; 
Eastern States Exposition; Master Gardeners of 
Storrowton; and Storrowton Village volunteers, who 
also served as costumed guides for the event. 

The Village’s Meetinghouse will be the site of a 
number of musical performances that will fill visitors 
with holiday cheer. Performances include: 

The Amherst Shaped Note Society, Saturday at 
noon; Bob Kilham, Ameskeag Music, Saturday at 
1:00 p.m.; the High School of Science and 
Technology A Cappella Choir, Saturday at 2:00 
p.m.; the Central High School Madigral Singers, 
Saturday at 3:00 p.m.; “Will the Real Santa Claus 
Please Stand Up?” seasonal lecture by Dennis 
Picard, Sunday at noon; Pioneer Valley Fiddlers. 
Sunday at 1:00 p.m.; SloryteWer Jennifer B\um, 
Sunday at 2:00 p.m.; Virginia Heyl demonstrates the 
beauty and richness of the rare (c. 1820) Henry Pratt 
Gallery Organ, one of only three still in existence, 
Sunday at 3:00 p.m. 

Additional Yuletide features throughout the Village 
include; 

Jerry Marchand, Celtic harp, Sunday in the 
Yankee Candle Shop (located in the former 
Storrowton Tavern Connecticut Room), noon-3;00 
p.m.; Sheep dog demonstrations, Saturday and 
Sunday, noon-4:00 p.m. on the Village Green; Ice 
Sculpting Demonstrations, Saturday and Sunday, 
noon-4;00 p.m.; Blacksmithing, fireplace cooking, 
broom-making, and basket-making, quilting and 
spinning, will be demonstrated daily; Petting Zoo on 
the Village Green; 19th Century Crafts in the Red 
Barn: Visit with a Victorian Santa in the Red Barn; 
Caroling and tree lighting each day at 4:00 p.m. on 
the Gazebo. 

Holiday gifts and decorations are sold in the 
Storrowton Village Gift Shop in the Phillips House, 
the Christmas Shop in Potter Mansion, and the 
Yankee Candle Shop in the former Tavern. 

SEE YULETIDE - Page 7 


Please remember to patronize your local businesses ... 

ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Agawam Junior Women’s Club seeks 
donations for holiday baskets 


CHINA STAR 1 

Specializing in Chinese 
Food to Take-Out 

382 Main Street - Agawam, Ma. 
789-7170 * 789-7196 


Any Lunch 
Combo 

$ 3.95 


Any Dinner 
Combo 

$ 5.25 


Expires 12/05/02 (With coupon) Expires 12/05/02 (With coupon) 



Eclipse Tanning Salon 


Keep That Beautiful Golden Tan 
Throughout The Fall With These 
TANRIFIC SAVINGS! ff 




~ OPEN 7 DAYS - 






\v 


1 Month Unlimited 2 Month Unlirnited 1T S S^esslons 

$30.00 Reg.$40.00 ]| $55.00 Reg.$75.00 !; $20.00 

Expires 12-15-02 (present coupon) ■■ Expires 12-15-02 (present coupon) I I Expires 12-15-02 (present coupon) 


10 Minute VHR Stand-Up Beds Coming Soon!!! 


1106 Springfield St,Feeding Hills (across from Sacred Heart Church) 
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Honor your 
pet this 
holiday season 

Pet lovers can honor their pets with personalized 
ornaments that will hang on the 18-foot tree displayed 
in the Monarch Place lobby in downtown Springfield; 

* For gifts of $10. a snowflake ornament will be 
personalized with the name of a pet. 

* For $25, a snowman ornament will be personal¬ 
ized and include a photo of the pet. 

* For gifts of $100 or more, an engraved ornament 
will be displayed. 

All proceeds benefit the MSPCA Western New 
England Animal Center, home of the MSPCA’s Animal 
Shelter in Springfield and the Rowley Memorial 
Animal Hospital. 

The MSPCA Western New England Animal 
Center’s fifth annual holiday tree lighting ceremony 
will be held on Friday, December 6th, at 4:30 p.m. at 
Monarch Place, Main Street. Springfield. This event is 
being sponsored by WWLP-TV 22, Monarch 
Enterprises, and Peter Pan Bus Lines. 

Music at the tree lighting ceremony will be provid¬ 
ed by the Mary O. Pottenger School in Springfield 
(under the direction of Ms. Diane Rodriguez) and by 
the Springfield Community Music School’s Allegretto 
Choir (under the direction of Carol Toth). This event is 
open to the public and free of charge. Refreshments 
will be provided. 

The MSPCA is a private, non-profit organization 
that receives no state or federal funding. To purchase 
an ornament or for more information, contact Mary 
O’Connell at (413) 733-7300. 


YL LETIDE - from Page 6 

Delectable treats are available in the Holiday Sweet 
Shoppe in Potter Mansion. All shops are open during 
the Yuletide festivities. Additional hours are; 

StorrotwoT^ ViWage Gift Shop; Monday-Friday, 
9;00 a.m.-5;00 p.m.; Saturday. 11:00 a.m.-4;00 p.m. 

Christmas Shop; Thursday-Saturday, 11:00 a.m.- 
7:00 p.m. through January 4th 

Additional holiday events at Eastern States 
Exposition include; 

Yuletide Open House Tours: $5 per person, chil¬ 
dren under six free; Monday, Dec. 9th-Saturday, Dec. 
14th, 11:00 a.m.-3;00 p.m. Tours of Storrowton Village 
Museum’s beautifully decorated buildings. 

Yuletide Lantern Light Tours; $5 per person, chil¬ 
dren under six free. Wednesday, Dec. 11th, 7:00-9:00 
p.m. Evening tours of Storrowton Village Museum by 
candle and lantern light. 

For more information on Yuletide events, call the 
Village at (413) 205-5051 or Eastern States 
Exposition at 737-2443. 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

Knights of Columbus 
to host “Breakfast 
With Santa” 

The John F. Kennedy Council #5585 of the Knights 
of Columbus will be hosting its third Annual “Pancake 
Breakfast With Santa” on Sunday, December 1st. The 
breakfast will be held in St. John’s Parish Center on 
Main Street, Agawam. 

The breakfast will be served from 7:30 a.m.-12;00 
noon. The price will be $3.95 per person, with children 
10 and under free. Pancakes, sausages, orange 
juice, and coffee, tea or milk will be served. Santa will 
be there to talk to the kids and to have pictures taken 
with him. Also, each child will receive a gift from 
Santa. 

The #5585 Kennedy Council represents members 
of the three Catholic churches in Agawam and 
Feeding Hills: St. John the Evangelist, Sacred Heart, 
and All Saints. 

Tickets will be sold at the door the day of the break¬ 
fast. Reservations are not necessary. Chairman of the 
breakfast is Al Taupier. Committee members are 
Ralph Minie, Bob Campbell, Bob Marvel, Ed Francis, 
Jim Taupier, Emmett Walsh, Joe Frogameni, Gerry 
Parent, Dick Smith, Dan Paine, and Jim Coppola. 

The Kennedy Council recently completed its annu¬ 
al Tootsie Roll Sales Drive on the Agawam/West 
Springfield Bridge during The Big E to raise money to 
help physically and mentally challenged children. The 
drive was a huge success thanks to the generosity of 
our neighbors and friends who contributed. 

We would also like to thank Rocky’s Hardware, 
Dunkin’ Donuts, and Stop & Shop for their assistance 
and support with our sales. 

We look forward to seeing you at the K of C’s 
"Pancake Breakfast With Santa." 

Blue Shutters to 
hold annual 
craft sale 

Theresa Barlow will be holding the annual Craft 
and Bake Sale at the Blue Shutters, 969 Shoemaker 
Lane, Feeding Hills on Saturday, December 7th from 
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. and Sunday, December 8th from 
12:00 noon-4;00 p.m. 

You will find homemade jellies, jams, pickles, and 
relish as well as homemade breads, muffins, cookies, 
and much more. You will also find, along with decora¬ 
tive wood, many gift-ready items. “Dolls by Nancy” will 
once again be available. 

Stop by. There will be many items to sample and a 
chance to do some holiday shopping. 
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Veterans ’ Corner... 

News, notes and 
upcoming events 

by Edward A. Kellogg 
Veterans’ Agent 
786-0400, Ext. 236/237 

In this week’s Corner, I have a number of things 
that I would like to address. I’ll start with a thank you 
to the Department of Public Works, under the direc¬ 
tion of Jack Stone, for taking down our Street of 
Flags. Our flags were put up by them in the middle of 
May, prior to Memorial Day. They came down again 
after the 4th of July. In early September, they went 
back up and now that Veterans’ Day has passed, they 
will be put away for the winter. 

As most have observed, our flags get a lot of wear. 
We will have to retire a number of them in the spring. 
Thanks again, guys. 

I will also put in a few thoughts for the American 
Legion Post 185. I’ve got to say it - Paul Danchey puts 
on a great fish dinner on Thursday nights at the 
Legion Hall from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Put that on your cal¬ 
endar now! You can also call in orders to go as well 
(786-4806). Try it, you’ll like it!! NEXT... 

The second Sunday of every month, the Legion 
Post 185 also puts on a great breakfast, too! That’s 
from 8:00-11:00 a.m. NEXT... 

Here is a tidbit that might be of interest to some of 
you. A program is now open to all veterans, past and 
present, called Veterans’ Advantage. This could be 
useful to you for a number of things, i.e, 50 percent 
discounts on Amtrak; 65 percent discount on pre¬ 
scription drugs (tell me most couldn’t use that today!). 
There are a number of other discounts, like lift tickets 
at area ski mountains, hotel reservations, flowers, 
computers, car rental, and many more. How much 
does it cost? $19.95 annually. I have it. It is worth it. 
To sign up, call 1-866-838-7392 or go on line. 
Veterans’Advantage. NEXT... 

I am taking donations for the veterans at the 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke. Any money donations, 
please bring or send directly to the Soldier’s Home. I 
will collect personal comfort items, including spray 
deodorant, denture cleaner, Poligrip, hair brushes, 
wheelchair cup holders, cosmetic bags for women 
veterans, baby lotion, lipstick, knee socks, white 
socks, playing cards, writing pads, envelopes, large 
boxes of Kleenex, sweatpants, sweatshirts, and t- 
shirts (L, XL, XXL ONLY), baseball caps, and fun 
things - birdseed, popcorn, popcorn oil. Beano cards, 
large-print magazines. They would like sponsors for 
large events and individual volunteers. 

In whatever you do, you are helping the Home live 
up to its motto of “CARE WITH HONOR AND DIGNI¬ 
TY.” 

Golden Age Club 
Chap. 2 to host 
Mohegan JSun trip 

The Agawam Golden Age Club, Chapter 2 will host 
a trip to Mohegan Sun Casino on Monday, December 
9th. 

Cost is $16 and includes a free buffet or $10 meal 
ticket, and $10 Big Wheel bet. 

The bus will leave the Sacred Heart Church park¬ 
ing lot at 8:00 a.m. and will return at 5:00 p.m. 

For more information or reservations, please call 
Art at 786-3567. 


Quik Clips.. 

$25 Off when your order is $100 
or more from our Party Planner 
Catering Menu! Great for the 
Holidays! 

Must present coupon. One coupon per visit. 
Expires 1/2/2003 


For all the hometown news, you turn our pages each and 

every week ... A AN!!! 


Rejean J. Remillard 
Insurance Agency 


Auto * Home * Life * Workers Comp. * Liability * IRA’S 

Conveniently Located In Feeding Hills Center 

“Where Good Drivers Receive Valuable Discounts Without Group Hassles 

Your Local Family Owned And Operated Agency Since 1970 

23 Southwick Street 
Feeding Hills 
(413) 789-3070 


99 




ri 


Open Monday - Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm 
Saturdav 9:00am to Noon 
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Agawam Junior Women to host 
Holiday Illuminations Contest 


‘^Beauty 
Corner” 

by Mary Ann Zicolella 
Salon Tres Chic at Twin Silos 
1407 Suffleld Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 
(413) 786-8274 


Believe it or not, some 
baceteria is good for you... 

Question: Is the antibacterial thing really neces¬ 
sary? 

Answer: Germ-free is so unnecessary. If you don't 
subject yourself to some bacteria, then your system 
cannot build up immunities. On the other hand, keep¬ 
ing certain things clean is important for a healthy exis¬ 
tence. 

Living in a bubble is so impractical, so just use 
your best judgement to what is and is not necessary. 

Cosmetics, for example, can breed bacteria that 
can cause infections if they are not kept fresh. I see 
so many women sharing cosmetics. 

Have you even been in a restroom and heard 
someone ask to use someone’s lipstick or hairbrush? 
Ugh! I can’t even imagine. 

If your friend has a cold sore, she may pass it on to 
you if you let her use your lip balm. If you should 
share, then just dip it in some rubbing alcohol and 
wipe dry to destory any germs that may be hanging 
around. 

Sharing a hairbrush is another bad idea. What if 
your friend has head lice? She may not even be 
aware of it and can pass it along to you. So, you can 
see that common sense is important in certain situa¬ 
tions. 

Cleaning your “tools” Is another place of concern. 
Oil and bacteria can build up on your applicators, 
causing clogged pores, acne, or skin irritation. 

Rinsing brushes, sponges, and makeup pads once 
a week with a gentle cleanser (like the one you use to 
clean your face) can avoid this problem. 

Once you wash them, let “air dry" before you put it 
back in its container. A damp applicator in a closed 
compact would be an ideal environment for bacteria 
growth. If this is too much work for you, try using dis¬ 
posable cotton pads or swabs instead of reusable 
applicators. 

Although the government does not regulate the 
shelf life of beauty products, most of them are devel¬ 
oped to last a year or two unopened. Some products, 
such as sunscreens and skin creams, can also lose 
their effectiveness. 

Taking care of your toothbrush is another good 
idea. Dentists advise replacing your toothbrush every 
three months or when it shows signs of wear. 

This is not out of concern for germs, but for con¬ 
cern about frayed bristles that can scrape against 
gum tissue and cause injury. 

Another good idea is to replace your toothbrush 
after a cold or infection has run its course so that you 
do not re-infect yourself. 

Thought for a smile: Planning a warm vacation in 
March. 

And remember... Beauty is our BusirtessI 

Agawam’s Annual 
Tree Lighting 
on Dec. 15th 

There is a surprise for the families that attend 
Agawam's Annual Tree Lighting on Sunday, 
December 15th at 6:00 p.m. 

With cookies and hot chocolate, carolers to listen 
to and sing along with, there will be a special guest 
and his wife arriving in a special way! 

The man has a white beard and wears a red suit 
and his wife dresses similarly. The committee feels 
sure that adults and children will be awed by our spe¬ 
cial guest. 

Get in the holiday spirit and join us at the Veterans’ 
Memorial at Phelps School for the fun!! 


The time is fast approaching to brighten spirits for 
the holidays. What better way than to make Agawam 
shine during the second Annual Holiday Illuminations 
Contest sponsored by the Agawam Junior Women’s 
Club. 

Encourage your neighborhood to catch the spirit, 
have fun, and provide free enjoyment for all our 
friends. The rules of entry are simple. To participate, 
simply decorate your house in the tradition of holiday 
spirit and lights. Then call Rosalie at 786-2616, Aileen 
at 786-4472, or mail your name, address and phone 
number to Agawam Junior Women’s Club, P.O. Box 
332, Agawam, MA01001. Entries must be received by 


November 30th. 

The Holiday Illuminations Contest will run from 
December 7th to December 22nd. There will be a 
prize awarded to the winner in each of three cate¬ 
gories; Most Original/Creative; Most Elegant; and 
Best Theme. Both private residences and businesses 
are eligible. 

The Agawam Junior Women's Club will be selling 
maps which indicate the locations of all contest 
entrants during December. 

Anyone purchasing a map will be eligible to vote for 
contest winners. The deadline for ballot votes is 
December 22nd. 


HOLIDAY ILLUMINATION CONTEST | 

ENTRY FORM ■ 

NAME_ PHONE_ 1 

ADDRESS_ i 

Return to; Agawam Junior Women’s Club, P.O. Box 332, Agawam, MA 01001 \ 

The Agawam Junior Women’s Club is a member of the General Federation of Women’s Club, Junior | 

Membership, of Massachusetts. ! 


If you have dropped off any photos to our office for Boy Scout activities, 
church events, etc., please pick them up after they appear in The AAN... 

'k'kit'k'k 

Want to keep up 
on all the latest 
news in Agawam 
and Feeding 
Hills? Then be 
sure to subscribe 
to The Agawam 
Advertiser News! 

A one-year sub¬ 
scription costs 
only $26, so mail 
your check today 
to “The 

Advertiser News, ” 

P. O. Box 263, 

Feeding Hills, MA 
01030. 

•k-k-k-kie 

Our classilied 
ads cost just $15 
per week for 30 
words or less. 

However, we DO 
NOT take them 
over the tele¬ 
phone. Please 
bring them to our 
office at 23 
South wick Street, 

Feeding Hills 
Center (above 
Remillard 
Insurance 
Agency), or mail 
them (along with 
payment) to R O. 

Box 263, Feeding 
Hills, MA 01030. 







Snuggle in for the 


Holidays 


* Enjoy the holidays with your family and new fiiends in 
your own beautiful apartment at Heritage Woods Assisted 
Living Community! “The Woods” is a great place to enter¬ 
tain your guests with plenty of places for chatting and a gra¬ 
ciously private dining room. 

* We offer a warm, inviting atmosphere with terrific servic¬ 
es, wonderful activities, and great neighbors! You’ll love 
our elegant and established assisted living community 
located on the beautiful Heritage Hall campus that’s part of 
the Genesis ElderCare Network. 

* We have affordable apartments for 1-2 people with no 
entrance fees. Rental rates include three meals a day, per¬ 
sonal care and housekeeping services, and much more! 


, HERITAGE WOODS 



Genesis ElderCare-Network 

Assisted Living Community 

462 Main Street, Agawam 

( 413 ) 786-9704 



***** 
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“Country Folk “A Beastly Brigade” at Old-fashioned 


Art” to wrap up 
holiday treasures 
at craft show 

Holiday shopping has never been easier or more 
fun! Whether it’s that hard-to-find gift for Uncle Mort, 
or sprucing up the country hearth for the holidays, we 
have it all! 

By popular demand, the “Country Folk Art & Craft 
Show” will be returning to Sturbridge, Massachusetts 
during Thanksgiving weekend (November 29th- 
December 1st) at the Host Hotel & Conference 
Center. This annual holiday craft show features the 
nation’s finest artisan-exhibitors offering only the 
highest quality folk art and craft items. 

“We’ve had an overwhelming response to our 
show in Sturbridge,” said Rhonda Blakely, show co¬ 
producer. “By popular demand, we’re returning with 
outstanding, hand-selected artists from New England 
and nationwide.” 

The shows have a loyal following of artisans from 
across the nation and Canada who are eager to par¬ 
ticipate in these prestigious events. Every participant 
is juried and selected for their outstanding workman¬ 
ship and integrity of creative design. 

Each “Country Folk Art & Craft Show" offers a vari¬ 
ety of country decorating and folk art accessories. 

“Although all items in country decorating are very 
popular, there has been an increase in the popularity 
of the rustic, whimsical, and gardening items - for both 
outdoor and indoor - as part of the consumer deco¬ 
rating themes,” said Blakely. She added, “A huge 
array of harvest and holiday-themed items will also be 
available for sale, including gourmet foods, fashion 
apparel and accessories, and everything imaginable 
to decorate your home and business for the holidays." 

The show hours are Friday, November 29th, from 
AT.QQ uoou \o &‘.0Q p.m., with a $6 admission fee; 
Saturday, November 30th, from lO.OO a.m. to 5:00 
p.m., with a $5 admission fee; and Sunday, 
December 1st, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., also with 
a $5 admission fee. 

An admission handstamp is valid for show re-entry 
all weekend. The public is welcome to attend on 
Friday, November 29th, for “Early Buying Privileges.” 

For more information on the "Country Folk Art & 
Craft Shows,” please write 15045 Dixie Hwy., Ml 
48442, or call (248) 634-4151; fax (248) 634-3718; e- 


The Zoo in 
Forest Park 

The Zoo in Forest Park, Springfield, will host “A 
Beastly Brigade” on the first three Saturdays in 
December. This themed “touch and learn” series will 
allow you to meet feathered, furred, and scaled crea¬ 
tures up close. Each Saturday will concentrate on a 
special theme; 

* Saturday, December 7th: “Fur, Feathers and 
Scales.” An exploration of animal coverings. 

* Saturday, December 14th: “Animal Antics." A 
look at some interesting animal behaviors. 

* Saturday, December 21st: “Backstage & Up 
Close.” Favorite foods and background of some Zoo 
inhabitants. 

The 20-minute programs will take place at 11:00 
a.m., 11:30 a.m., 12:00 noon, and 12:30 p.m. in the 
Discovery Room at the Zoo. Participants are asked to 
request a program pass at the ticket booth upon 
arrival. No reservations needed. 

Programs are free with paid Zoo admission: $4.50 
for adults; $3.50 for senior citizens and children five to 
12 years-old; $2 for children from one to four years of 
age; and free for Zoo members. 

The Zoo hours are 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on 
Saturdays and Sundays. For further information, call 
Nancy Condon, Director of Education, at (413) 733- 
2251, ext. 19. 

Info session for Big 
Brothers Big Sisters 
on December 11th 

A public information session will be held on 
Wednesday, December 11th, for people interested in 
learning more about volunteering to be a Big Brother 
and Big Sister to children in their communities. 

The brief session will be held at Grace Lutheran 
Chruch in West Springfield at 5:30 p.m. 

A short video will be shown, and a representative 
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Hampden County will 
answer questions. 

Individual information sessions at the Big Brothers 
Big Sisters office are also available by appointment. 

To register, call 781-4730 or visit online at 


holiday concert 
to benefit the 
Parish Cupboard 

Richie and Kathy Mitnick and the Sounds of Music 
Singers are performing their popular Holiday Concert 
on December 6th. The concert, sponsored by the 
Agawam Rotary Club, will be held at the Agawam 
High School at 760 Cooper Street. 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m. Show begins at 7:00 p.m. 
Admission is two canned goods plus $3 per ticket, or 
$5 per ticket without canned goods. All canned goods 
collected will be donated to the West 
Springfield/Agawam Parish Cupboard. 

Emcee/entertainment for the evening is the ever- 
popular Rollie Jacobs, well-known former TV-22 
sportscaster. There will be an opportunity to purchase 
raffle tickets on selected items prior to the concert and 
during intermission with proceeds to benefit the 

Agawam Rotary Scholarship Funds. 

*** 

Richie and Kathy Mitnick have performed through¬ 
out the area for over 20 years on organ and keyboard. 
Their warm style of the great standards and show 
tunes have won them many fans. 

Several years ago, Richie and Kathy formed the 
Sounds of Music Singers. The group has been per¬ 
forming for the Summer Concert Series at many local 
towns and for dinner shows at venues such as the 
Yankee Pedlar Inn. 

Performing with Richie and Kathy are Ethel Lee, 
Jessie Rivers, Connie Lind, and Tony Hartman. 
Jessie and Connie are former Ms. Senior 
Masscahusetts winners and have performed profes¬ 
sionally for many years. West Springfield DARE 
Officer Ethel Lee has audiences going wild with her 
great jazz and standard interpretations of songs from 
Ella right up to Tracy Chapman. 

Tony Hartman is the “Balladeer.” If you liked the 
velvet tones of Mel Torme and Andy Williams, you’ll 
love Tony. 

Last but not least is emcee/entertainer Rollie 
Jacobs. This former TV-222 sportscaster is the 
"voice” of the group, and adds great joy to the musi¬ 
cal numbers he performs. 

Get into the true holiday spirit with Richie and 
Kathy Mitnick and the Sounds of Music Singers! 




Present this coupon to 


Christmas Tree Farm 

539 Shoemaker Lane 
Agawam, MA 786-1558 


Open Daily Nov. 29-I>ec. 22 9:00 am-Dusk 


mail info@countrvfolkart.com : or check out the follow- www.biabrothers-sis 

tnr-% ia/aKoiIa _ tAAiiA*/inlrv/Pnll^ Arl mm fore r^rn 


THOUSANDS OF COUNTRY & HOLIDAY GOODIES! 

COUNTRY FOLK ART” 

CRAFT SHOW 

NOV. 29-DEC. 1 


STURBRIDGE 

HOST HOTEL 

& CONFERENCE CENTER ? 


MA Turnpike (1-90) East to Exit 9 onto 1-84; Exit 3B, 
Rte. 20, West Hotel 1 mile on right at 366 Main St. 


- Free Satellite Parking & Shuttle Bus Service - } 

From main hotel driveway, turn right, 

Right on Rte. 20 West. 1.9 miles to parking lot from hotel. i , 


Country Folk Arfr Shows. Inc. 

15045 Dixie Hwy, Holly, Ml 48442 
Ph: (248) 634-4151 • Fx: (248) 634-3718 
em: info<&countryfolkart.com 


SHOW HOURS: 

Friday 12 Noon to 8 pm • Adm. $6 
Sat. 10 am-5 pm& Sun. 10 am-4 pm • Adm. $5 
Children under 10 Adm. $2¥ NO STROLLERS PLEASE! 


ADMISSION HANDSTAMP 
RE-ADMITS YOU ALL 3 DAYS! 


VOUk 

MI 


Free tree wrapping and wagon rides 
Free hot chocolate, cider and coffee 
Free candy canes and coloring books 


Give jour family an 
Unforgettable Experience. 

Enjoy a wagon ride or walk 
through the farm to choose and 
cut your own live tree, or select 
from a variety of pre-cut trees. 

Visit our 


Fully stocked with a wide assortment of: 

• ^Xfeaths & Cemetery Boxes 

• Ornaments & Wrapping Paper 
•TreeDghts &Tfce Stands 

• Toys, Gifts & Handmade Crafts 

• Stockings & Tree Skirts 


More Show info & directions at; CountryFolkArt.com 
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Calendar of Dec. Court of Honor for Eagle Scouts... 


events for Golden 
Age Club, Chapter 1 

Fri., Dec. 6th: Board of Directors’ meeting day at 
1:00 p.m. at the Senior Center. 

Wed., Dec. 11th: Christmas Party at Chez Josef. 
Music by Steve Sartori, Accordionist. 

Fri., Dec. 13th: “Christmas at the Abbey" in Fall 
River, MA and visit to LaSalette Shrine-Festival of 
Lights in Attleboro, MA. 

Wed., Dec. 25th: Christmas Day. No meeting 
Call Jeannette Dore for information - 786-4235. 

All Agawam seniors are invited to join Chapter 
One. Please see Mary DelNegro for membership. 

December calendar 
of events for Golden 
Age Club, Chapter 2 

Wed., Dec. 4th: Annual Christmas Banquet at 
Chez Josef. Social Hour at 11:00 a.m. with dinner at 
noon. The Valley Strummers will entertain. 

Mon., Dec. 9th: Bus trip to Mohegan Sun Casino. 



TROOP 82 recently celebrated a Court of Honor for two Eagle Scouts at Agawam 
Congregational Church. Thomas DeLuca IV (second from left) and Patrick Walsh (second from 
right) are pictured above with their proud families (from left): Thomas DeLuca III, Patricia 
DeLuca, Kathy Walsh, and Douglas Walsh. In photo below: Eagle Scouts Patrick Walsh and 
Thomas DeLuca are pictured with Eagle Scout Steven lacolo (center), who was honored at a 

Court of Honor in June. Advertiser News photos by Kathy Shepard. 





AHS Band to hold 


final fundraiser 


Tues., Dec. 10th: Bus trip to “City lights of 
Manhattan” in New York City. 

Wed., Dec. 18th: Regular meeting at 1:30 p.m. at 
the Senior Center. Jim White will play the organ for a 
Christmas Sing-Along. 

There will be no Board Meeting in December. 

For information on trips, please call Arthur Usher at 
786-3567. 

All Agawam seniors are cordially Invited to join 
Chapter 2. Please see Rosemarie Usher, vice-presi¬ 
dent. 

REMINDER: Dues for 2003 are now due. Get an 
extra punch if you pay by December 31st. 

NOTE: The first meeting in January will be 
Wednesday, January 15th, as the first Wednesday is 
New Year’s Day! 


The Agawam High School Band is having its final 
tag sale fundraiser for the season. 

The tag sale will be held from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
on Friday, November 29th and Saturday, November 
30th at 110 Cambridge St. (off South Westfield St., off 
Yale St.) in Feeding Hills. 

Please remember to patronize 
your local businesses ... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 




OLD SACRAMENTO 
GOURMET 




332WALNUTST.EXr. 

AGAWAM 

(413)786-2196 

0PEN;M0N.*SAT.8~8 

WIRELESS PHONES & 




•PHONE CARDS ' 

»PAGERS ^ SPRINT PCS 

.DVD'S AND VIDEOS * 

.JEWHJIV 

•ciGAREnES Voic^tream ^^Spriat 

•SNACKS & SODAS DVD & VIDEO 

•GIFTCERnnCATB SALES & RENTALS 

S-SSS55S-- IFWEDONTMAVEIT, 

WE'LL ORDER m 


Alan L. Ferrigno 

Attorney at Law 


546 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 

( 413 ) 786-9454 


* Personal Injury/Auto Accidents 

* Wrongful Discharge from Employment 

* Business Organization/Litigation 

* Incorporation 

* Estate/Medicaid PlanningA/Vills 

* DWI Defense 

Over 24 years professional experience 
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Phipps Discount Liquors 


SUPER PHIPPS 
RT. 20 

(Located in the Westfield Shops) 

WESTFIELD 


^^uper^ 

Phipps 

localvd In ttM 
WestfMd Shop* 


Brand New 


At “Super Phipps" 

(VSr TiiJtt Atmoa Everyihinf^lU) 


PHIPPS 

1350 SPRINGFIELD ST. 
FEEDING HILLS 
786-8471 


Rt. 187 


MR. PHIPPS 
RT, 202-10 

111-113 NO. ELM STREET 
WESTFIELD 
568-8343 


Rte. 202-10 


Rte. 57 


Super (f^ipps 
Stop & Shop ^- 

•k 


Dunkin Donuts 


Union St. 


Phipps 


* McDonald’s 


Let's Talk “Turkey”- You Will 
Thank Us For Our Specials!!! 


NON EMBER WINE SPECIAI S 


Black Opal ah Variefa/s (750 ml.) .$8.99 

Rosemount 

All Blends (750 ml.) .$6.99 

All Diamond Series (750 ml.) .$8.99 

Lindeman’s ah Bin wines (750 ml.) .$ 5,99 

Penfold’s ah Rawson's Refreafs (750 ml.).$7.49 

Kenwood 

Sauvtgnon Blanc (750 ml.).$9.99 

( Chardonnay (750 ml.) .$9.99 

Cabernet Sauvignon (750 ml.).$15.99 

Merlot (750 m\.').$15.99 

St. Francis Chardonnay (750 ml.).$10.99 

Luna Di Luna All Blends (750 ml.) .$7.99 

Robert Mondavi -Coastal’Selections (750 ml.).$8.99 

Kendall Jackson Chardonnay (750 mi.).$9.99 

Blackstone/Werfo/(750ml.).$ 8.99 

Meridian All Varietals (750 ml.) .$7.99 

Covey Run Riesling & Gewurz (750 ml.).$4.99 

Ruffino Chianti (750 ml.) .$6.99 

Castello Banfi '97 Brunello Di Montalcino (750 ml.).$59.99 

Mondavi / Rothchild 1999 Opus One (750 ml.) .$135.99 

Graham’s 1977 vintage Porto (750 ml.).$99.99 

Moet et Chandon 

Chandon Brut Calif. (750 ml.).$13.99 

White Star Champagne (750 ml.).$25.99 

1993 Dom Perignon (750 ml.) .$99.99 

Ballatore Grand Spumante & Rosso (750 ml.).$5.99 

Andre All Styles Of Bubbly (750 ml.).$3.49 / 3 For $9.99 

Sutter Home 

Cabernet, Chardonnay, Merfof (1.5 Ltr.) .$9.99 

White Zinfandel (1.5 Ltr.) .$6.99 

Alice White All varietals (1.5 Ltr.).$9.99 

Cavit All Varietals ( 1 .5 Ltr.) .$9.99 

Robert Mondavi 

Woodbridge Chardonnay, Cabernet, Merlot (1.5 Ltr.) .$10.99 

Turning Leaf aii Varietals (i.5 Lu.).$11.99 

Redwood Creek All Varietals (1.5 Ltr.) .$10.99 

Bella Serra All Varietals (1.5 Ltr.) .$9.99 

Ernest & Julio Gallo 

Cabernet, Chardonnay. Meriot (1.5 Ltr.) .$6.99 

White Zinfandel (1.5 Ltr.) .$4.99 

Gossamer Bay All Varietals (1.5 Ltr.).$8.99 


Help Super Phipps 
Celebrate Our 1-Year 
Anniversary With Us 




At Our In-Store 
Wine Tasting 


Prices Effective 
Through 
Saturday, 
Nov. 30th, 


Coors Extra Gold 


Bud & Bud Light 

(30-Pk.) .$18.99 

Coors & Coors Light 

(30-Pk.) .$18.99 

Miller Lite & Genuine Draft 

(30-Pk.) .$18.99 


.$12.99 


$9.99 


$10.99 


.$10.99 


.$10.99 


(30-Pk.). 

Keystone Light 

:30-Pk.).. 

Molson Golden & Ice 

(18-Pk. Cans) . 

Bass Ale 

(12-Pk. Bottles). 

Guinness Draft 

(12-Pk. Bottles). 

Newcastle Brown Ale 

(12-Pk. Bottles). 

Heineken 

{12-Pk. Bottles & Cans).$10.99 

Corona & Corona Light 

(12-Pk. Bottles).$10,99 

Sam Adams 

A//S/y/es (12-Pk. Bottles) .$10.99 

Red Hook 

All Styles (12-Pk. Bottles) . $9.99 

Harpoon 

All Styles (12-Pk. Bottles) .$9.99 

Killian’s Irish Red 

(12-Pk. Bottles).$9.99 


NOVEMBER LIQUOR SPECIALS 


Absolut Vodka (I .75 Ltr.) .$26.99 

Fris Vodka (I .75 Ltr.) .$19.99 

Phipps Vodka (I .75 Ltr.) .$9.99 

Tanqueray Gin (i .75 Ltr.) .$26.99 

Beefeater Gin (1.75 Ltr.) .$23.99 

Bacardi Rums ( 1.75 Ltr.) .$17.99 

Captain Morgan Spiced Rum (i.75Ltr.) .$19.99 

Captain Morgan Parrot Bay ( 1.75 Ltr.) .$19.99 

Dewar’s Scotch ( 1.75 Ltr.) .$29.99 

Jack Daniels (I .75 Ltr.) .$29.99 

Seagram’s V.O. (1.75 Ltr.) .$20.99 

Seagram’s 7 Crown ( 1.75 Ltr.) .$15.99 

Canadian Club ( 1.75 Ltr.) .$18.99 

Chivas Regal (750 ml.) .$25.99 

Kahlua (i Ltr.) .$19.99 

Romano Sambuca Cafe (1 Ltr.) .$9.99 


IVot Responsible 
For Typos 
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Fall calendar 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 

* Public Swim: 

The Agawam Junior High Schooi pool wiil be open 
for pubiic swim on Friday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m. Chiidren under the age of 12 must be accompa¬ 
nied by an aduit. Flotation devices are not permitted. 
Disposabie diapers are not permitted in the pool at 
any time. A cioth diaper with rubber pants or “swim- 
mies” diapers are recommended. 

Pubiic Swim - Fridays at Agawam Junior High 
School, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Cost: $1 per person. 

* Perry Lane Nursery School: 

The Town of Agawam offers a Nursery School pro¬ 
gram at Perry Lane serving children ages 2.9 - 5. We 
strive to develop socialization, self-esteem, and 
kindergarten readiness skills, as well as a lifelong love 
of learning. Activities include dramatic play, story time, 
field trips, and more. Teaching staff are certified and 
Office of Chiid Care Services qualified. The Nursery 
School is licensed by the Massachusetts Office of 
Chiid Care Services. Registration will continue until 
classes are filled. Please call the Recreation Office or 
Perry Lane at 789-1616 for more information. 

* Youth & Instructional Basketball: 

The in-town basketball program is for children in 
grades 3-12. Practices will be held one day a week 
beginning the week of December 2nd. Games (8 
game schedule) will begin January 3, 2003. 

The instructional basketball program is for children 
in grades 1 & 2, or age 6 by January 1, 2003. 
Participants wiii iearn the fundamentals of basketball 
for eight weeks on Saturday mornings at the Agawam 
High Schooi beginning January 4, 2003. 

In-Town Game Schedule (Ail ieagues wiil play an 8 
game schedule): 

Grades 3 & 4 - Saturdays at Agawam Junior High 

Forest Park Civic 


The Agawam Advertiser News 

from Agawam Parks 

School. 

Grades 5 & 6 - Fridays & Saturdays at Agawam 
Middle School. 

Grades 7 & 8 - Saturdays at Agawam High School. 

Grades 9-12 - Fridays at Agawam Junior High 
School. 

(Specific times will be given at a later date.) 

FAMILY PROGRAMS 

* Springfield Falcons Hockey: 

The Springfield Falcons are pleased to announce 6 
“Group Nights” at the Nest. These games will benefit 
the Town of Agawam’s Parks & Recreation 
Department. A one price ticket of $8.50 will allow chil¬ 
dren, adults, and seniors admission to the game(s) of 
their choice. Vouchers must be purchased at the 
Recreation Department by noon on Thursday prior to 
the game date. The vouchers can then be redeemed 
on the day of the game (no earlier than 1 hour prior to 
game start time) at a “Recreation Will Call” table locat¬ 
ed in the lobby of the Springfield Civic Center. 

Schedule: 

Saturday, December 28th, at 7:35 p.m. versus 
Worcester Ice Cats. 

Friday, January 31st, at 7:35 p.m. versus Portland 
Pirates. 

Saturday, February 22nd, at 7:35 ja.m. versus 
Bridgeport Tigers. 

Friday, March 28th, at 7:35 p.m. versus Hartford 
Wolf Pack. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The Agawam Parks and Recreation Office is locat¬ 
ed in the rear of Agawam High School. Christopher 
Sparks, Director of Parks & Recreation: Jeanne 
Goodsell, Administrative Assistant. Address - 760 
Cooper Street, Agawam, MA 01001; phone number - 

AHS’s class of 


November 26, 2002 

& Recreation 

(413) 821-0513; answering machine - (413) 821- 
0514; fax - (413) 789-2610; e-mail - recreation@aqaw 
am.ma.us . 

* Refunds: 

If a class is cancelled by the Recreation 
Department, a full refund will be given. A $15 fee will 
be charged for all refunds due to participant cancella¬ 
tion. There are NO MAKE-UPS FOR MISSED 
CLASSES. 

* Bounced Check Fees: 

The Town of Agawam will impose a $25 fee on 
checks returned due to insufficient funds. 

* Registration: 

Registration must be done in person. No phone 
registrations will be accepted. Enrollment for all pro¬ 
grams is limited on a first come, first served basis. Full 
payment is required with registration for all courses. 
Make checks payable to “Town of Agawam.” A par¬ 
ent’s or legal guardian’s signature is required for all 
youth programs. 

* Inclement Weather/Make-Up Policy: 

In the case of severe weather conditions, the 
Recreation Department will list all cancellations on TV 
channels 22 and 40 and on the Recreation 
Department’s answering machine. CLASSES CAN¬ 
CELLED DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER WILL 
NOT BE MADE UP. Please call the Recreation Office 
at 821-0514. 

* Insurance: 

The Town of Agawam does not carry insurance to 
cover medical costs or hospitalization for anyone 
injured in or watching any of our Parks & Recreation 
programs. Program participants must sign a grant of 
permission and release waiver to participate in 
Recreation Department-sponsored activities. 

Karaoke offered 


Assoc, to host 
holiday tours 

Come to the Forest Park Heights Historic District 
for the Historic Homes Hoiiday Tour on December 8th 
from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Tour beautiful historic homes decorated for the hol¬ 
idays. 

Cost is $15 for $12 for FPCA members. Purchase 
your tickets at Goodwili Shoppes at the “X” or the day 
of the tour after 11:00 a.m. at 223 Forest Park 
Avenue. 

Receive a free ticket to Bright Nights with your tour 
ticket (whiie supplies last). 

For more information, cail 734-6894. 

Sponsored by the Forest Park Civic Association. 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


‘97 to hold 
five-year 
“Get Together” 

The Agawam High School class of 1997 will be 
holding a five-year “Get Together” on Friday, 
November 29th, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Fat Cat 
Bar & Grill on Worthington 
Street in downtown 
Springfield. 

This “Get Together” will 
include an open cocktail 
hour. The tickets are $10 
each and can be purchased 
at the door. 

For further information, 
please contact Melissa 
Troie, (617) 945-5005. 


at the Turnverein 

Karaoke at the Springfield Turnverein on Garden 
Street is a popular Friday night activity. 

Come join the fun with "DJ Richard” beginning at 
8;30 p.m. 

For more information, call the club at 786-0924. 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


I milk “ American Optometric Association 

i|||^ Andrew E. Boraski, O.D. And 
Elizabeth Ryan, O.D. 

Optometrists 

Comprehensive Eye Health Care 
Convenient Evening & Saturday Hours 
Contact Lens Specialists 
Credit Cards Accepted 
Contracted Provider For: 

BC/BS of MA (when applicable) _ 

HMO Blue, Blue Care 65 & Blue Choice Contact Lenses 

Secure Horizons and 

Med'care Contact Lens 

Davl Vision Solutions 

Cigna 

ConnectiCare 334 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam 

1 . (413)789-0031 

Health New EnglancJ ' ' 




See. 


Better. 


Oizoi*ontH©fl©ctfv& cooldd tenses reckx:® th® gtore ono ihot igtit sometimes couses oo - ■ 

of obstructions con nol only be fiustroting. itwy con make drrviig a hccordous situation. Plus. refiechoTj •.-r oitp^ 

source of hoodoebes ond eye toh^>e. So get Oeot onfKeflect‘’v© coated tenses. Yoo'l see ond * ■ L’--- 

Come tak with us to team more. 


Contact Lenses 
and 

Contact Lens 
Solutions 


Agawam Opticians 

338 Walnut St. Ext., Agawam - 786-0719 - “Since 1972 


QizaT 

fenj SftS" 


50% 2nd Pair Discount, Over 800 Frames To Choose From, Eyeglasses. 
Eye Exams. Contact Lenses, Senior Discount, Blue Cross/HMO Blue Discount. 
Health New England Discount. Tufts - Secure Horizons - Blue Care <55 


eSSiLOR 

■ k a ngMtrM toSunatk Qt Mx SJL eaDOe OMor of Anwrtca rc M w«v«d. 
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A “Bazaar Saturday” in Agawam Center 



DOLA TAYEH of Dola's Baskets of Agawam 
sells her beautiful gift baskets at the Agawam 


ALL SMILES at the Agawam Congregational Church in Agawam Center (from left): Ann Congregational Church Christmas bazaar in 
Tapply, Donna Tapply, Nellie Freyer, Cindy Taylor, and Dot Brown. Advertiser News photo bj Kathy Agawam Center on Saturday, November 23rd. 

Shepard Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 



CEMETERY LOGS were popular items at the Agawam Congregational Church bazaar this past Saturday. From left: Kitty Gillis, Gay McDyer, 


and Joan Hauser. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 



SANDY LYNCH of Sandy’s Crafts of Agawam participated in the 
annual Christmas bazaar held at the Agawam Congregational Church 

in Agawam Center. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 



ENJOYING THEIR LUNCH at the First Baptist Church Christmas 
bazaar are Jim & Lillian White with baby Hunter Mariucci. Advertiser 


News photo by Kathy Shepard. 





























Page 14 


The Agawam Advertiser News 


November 26, 2002 



A Bazaar Saturday In Agawam 


KITCHEN WORKERS at the Agawam Congregational Church in Agawam Center prepare for 
a large turnout of hungry shoppers at the annual Christmas bazaar this past Saturday, 
November 23rd. 


INVITING HOLIDAY SHOPPERS to stop at 
a huge baked goods table at the First Baptist 
Church Christmas bazaar is Jim Randolph. 



FRUIT BASKETS with nuts are being sold by 
Bob Weinberg and Joanne Attardi (Nuts 4 
Nuts of Agawam) at the Agawam Congre¬ 
gational Church Christmas bazaar. Bob and 
Joanne noted that "everything is homemade." 


AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, Mallori Grimaldi and Diane Heer (standing) are pictured 
with their little helpers (front row, from left) Jessica Woods, Alison Woods, Caitlin Heer, and 
Rachel Narreau. 



QUILTS BY KIM (Kimberly White) was a popular booth at the Agawam Congregational 


Church Christmas bazaar this past Saturday. 



























Opens Holiday Season 


LUNCHTIME at the First Baptist Christmas bazaar. Standing: Nancy Daniels, Arline 
Buchanan, and Joyce Geiger. Seated: Barbara Wright, Jean Goss, Gwen Howe, and Jeanne 
Webster. 


NORMAN JENKS and DONALD GOSS 
supervised the "Mr. & Mrs. Table" at the First 
Baptist Church Christmas bazaar in Agawam 
Center on Saturday, November 23d. 


IN THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT at the First Baptist Church Christmas bazaar on Saturday, 
November 23rd, in Agawam Center, are (from left) Doris Preston, Dot Randolph, Elaine 
Watson, and P.J. Owen. 


Advertiser News photos 
by Kathy Shepard 


DECORATIONS FOR THE SEASON are offered by Debbie Rennell (left) and Hope Paradysz 
at the First Baptist Church Christmas bazaar on Saturday, November 23rd. 
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p Church News 

Festival of Trees” at Ag. Congregational 


SET ASIDE THE DATE OF FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6TH, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. for the 
Christmas “Festival of Trees.” This special event will be held in Bryan Hall of the Agawam 
Congregational Church, 745 Main Street. There wiU be lighted and decorated trees of various 
sizes, as well as wall hangings and wreaths, to purchase. Ginger cookies, hot mulled cider, and 
the sounds of the holidays will add to the festive atmosphere. An admission fee of $4 will be 
charged. In photo above: Betty Fogg, Lynn Tallman, Marion Ekstedt, and Lois Ruby are 
preparing for the yuletide event. (Missing from photo: chairperson Ann Tapley.) Advertiser News photo 

by Kathy Shepard. 


Trading Post 
to hold “Sale Day 


“Gifts and Good 
Taste” holiday fair 
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“Singing Christmas 
Tree” at Bethany 
Assembly of God 

Bethany Assembly of God in Agawam will present 
the 28th annual “Singing Christmas Tree” celebration 
for two consecutive weekends: December 6th-8th and 
December 13th-15th. 

This Christmas music spectacular is the church’s 
“Christmas gift” to the Pioneer Valley and the sur¬ 
rounding area, and over 7,000 people view the 
“Singing Christmas Tree” each year during the eight 
presentations at the church. 

The Bethany Choir is arrayed as ornaments on the 
specially designed steel structure that rises 25 feet 
from platform to ceiling. Computer-controlled lighting 
brings the tree to life, dancing to the music. 

This year’s musical is entitled “A Midnight Clear,” 
written by Randy Vader and Jay Rouse and orches¬ 
trated by Camp Kirkland. 

The Bethany Choir will be joined by the 18-piece 
Bethany Orchestra for this Christmas spectacular that 
begins on Friday, December 6th, at 7:00 p.m. and 
continues on Saturday, December 7th (6:00 p.m.), 
and Sunday, December 8th (3:00 and 6:00 p.m.). 

There will be four additional presentations the fol¬ 
lowing weekend: Friday, December 13th, at 7:00 p.m.; 
Saturday, December 14th, at 6:00 p.m.; and the final 
two presentations will be held on Sunday, December 
15th, at 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. 

All seats are free, with no reserved seating. There 
will be signing for the deaf, and a nursery for infants 
will be provided during each of the eight presenta¬ 
tions. 

Bethany Assembly of God is located at the comer 
of Route 57 and Main Street in Agawam. For more 
information, you can call the church office at 789- 
2930. 


on Dec. 6th & 7th 

The “Gifts and Good Taste” holiday fair - sponsored 
by Bethany Assembly of God’s Women’s Ministries - 
is being held at the Captain Charles Leonard House, 
Main Street, Agawam. 

The dates for the fair are Friday, December 6th, 
from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m., and Saturday, December 7th, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

The fair will feature holiday gifts and decorations, 
handmade gift items, and a bake sale. There will also 
be a luncheon on the Saturday of the fair. 

Proceeds from this event will benefit mission proj¬ 
ects at home and abroad. 

- ADVERTISER NEWS - 


Join your neighbors and your friends and come to 
the Trading Post’s “Sale Day" on Wednesday, 
December 4th, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The 
Trading Post is located at the First Baptist Church of 
Agawam (corner of Main and Elm Streets). 

There will be fantastic buys on many items. 
Donated items will be 50-percent off; all other items 
will be 20-percent off. What’s more, there will be a $4 
“Bag Sale” from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. 

On this day, the Trading Post will not be accepting 
any incoming items. 

We hope to see you on 

“Sale Day." J 

For further information, m M m 

please call the First .m^ 

Baptist Church at 786- 
7300. 
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For photo coverage in The AAN, 
call 786-7747 or 786-8137; 
however, please give us at 
least 72 hours’notice prior to 
your event Thank you for your 
cooperation in this matter... 


DIVORCE 


Got Life Insurance? 




Call Peter E. Cassell, CLU, ChFC 

(413) 734-6440 
for a 

No Obligation Life Insurance Needs Analysis 

“Personal and Business Financial Strategies Since 1987” 

Securities offered through MML Investors Services, Inc. 

1500 Main Street. Springfield. MA 01115 413-781-6850 





Melissa R, Gillis 

Attorney 

785-5100 



O’Connell 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


155 Maple Street 
Suite 300 
Springfield, MA 01105 
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Reflections,,. 

Rev, Peter Monahan 
In association with 

Agawam Church of the Bible 
(413) 789-1377 
www.agawamchurch.org 

Who should thank God? Everybody! 

The Bible encourages us to give thanks to the 
LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever. 
Many of us are good some of the time, but God is 
good, all the time. In fact, God is the epitome of good¬ 
ness. Some writers have thought of hell as the place 
where God is not present in any way, where His good¬ 
ness does not affect the circumstances at hand. What 
a terribly miserable place that would be! The good 
news is that there is probably no such place on earth 
at this time. It is certainly true that such a thing could 
not be truthfully said about where we live. 

There are times when people’s experiences may 
cause them to wonder if God is really good all the 
time. The Bible discusses people who circumstances 
have been challenging. Some wandered in desert 
wastelands, finding no way to a city where they 
could settle. They were hungry and thirsty, and 
their lives ebbed away. Then they cried out to the 
LORD in their trouble, and He delivered them from 
their distress. He led them by a straight way to a 
city where they could settle. Let them give thanks 
to the LORD for His unfailing love and His won¬ 
derful deeds for men, for He satisfies the thirsty 
and fills the hungry with good things. 

Sometimes our troubles are self-inflicted. How 
many of us were told by our parents that we were our 
own worst enemies? Some of us seem to be unable 
or unwilling to learn from other people’s mistakes, and 
so we insist we must experience them ourselves. Not 
every idea we have is good or worth pursuing! Some 
became fools through their rebellious ways and 
suffered affliction because of their iniquities. They 
loathed all food and drew near the gates of death. 
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and 
He saved them from their distress. He sent forth 
His word and healed them; He rescued them from 
die grave. Let them give thanks to the LORD for 
His unfailing love and His wonderful deeds for 
men. 

It has been said that people who backslide - that is. 
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to say, people who have had a personal experience 
with the Lord but then turn their backs to Him - are 
among the most miserable people. They know about 
the goodness of the Lord first-hand, but their decision 
to prefer sin over righteousness keeps them away 
from God’s presence. Some sat in darkness and the 
deepest gloom, prisoners suffering in iron chains, 
for they had rebelled against the words of God 
and despised the counsel of the Most High. So He 
subjected them to bitter labor; they stumbled, and 
there was no one to help. Then they cried to the 
LORD in their trouble, and He saved them from 
their distress. He brought them out of darkness 
and the deepest gloom and broke away their 
chains. Let them give thanks to the LORD for His 
unfailing love and His wonderful deeds for men, 
for He breaks down gates of bronze and cuts 
through bars of iron. 

Sometimes the challenges of our lives just happen, 
seemingly without cause. Others went out on the 
sea in ships; they were merchants on the mighty 
waters. They saw the works of the LORD, His won¬ 
derful deeds in the deep. For He spoke and stirred 
up a tempest that lifted high the waves. They 
mounted up to the heavens and went down to the 
depths; in their peril their courage melted away. 
They reeled and staggered like drunken men; they 
were at their wits’ end. Then they cried out to the 
LORD in their trouble, and He brought them out of 
their distress. He stilled the storm to a whisper; 
the waves of the sea were hushed. They were glad 
when it grew calm, and He guided them to their 
desired haven. Let them give thanks to the LORD 
for His unfailing love and His wonderful deeds for 
men. Let them exalt Him in the assembly of the 
people and praise Him in the council of the elders. 

The Bible tells us that God made the world, and 
everything in it. There is nothing He does not com¬ 
pletely understand. Although sin has tarnished the 
world that God made, so that it is not the idyllic para¬ 
dise it once was, nevertheless God knows how to 
bless people when they ask Him to. Whether our chal¬ 
lenges are great or small, they do not negate God’s 
love for us. The Bible says, for I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Who should 
thank God? Everybody! Whoever is wise, let him 
heed these things and consider the great love of 
the LORD. 
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Agawam Church 
of the Bible 
news & notes 

This Sunday (December 1st), Brad Wright, our 
Pastor, will be continuing our message series, “What 
Every Christian Needs to Grow." The message title is 
“Spirit-Anointed Ministry." 

it it 

On December 8th, we will begin a three-week mes¬ 
sage series entitled “What Child is This," focusing on 
Jesus as Prophet (revealer of truth). Priest (his work 

on the cross), and King (his right to reign). 

* * * 

On December 22nd, we will have our annual 
Children’s Christmas Pageant. 

Each Sunday in advent will be celebrated with the 
lighting of the advent candles by a different family. 

Hr * * 

During every Sunday Service, a nursery and 
Children's Church program (through the fourth grade) 
are provided throughout the morning. 

Following the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Service (at about 
11:00 a.m.), we have age-divided classes for all age 
groups and coffee and refreshments for adults, fol¬ 
lowed by an informal discussion of the morning's 
message. 

★ ♦ * 

Our Men's Group continues to meet every 
Saturday from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. at the church office, 
with a White Mountains backpacking trip happening 
on November 23rd and 24th. 

Our Ladies’ Group is currently studying the book 
entitled “Boundaries" every Wednesday morning from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m., with a Ladies’ Cookie Exchange to 
be held on December 10th. 

We also have several evening Small Groups (Bible 
study and fellowship) for adults that meet throughout 
the week. 

* Hr * 

Agawam Church of the Bible meets every Sunday 
morning at the Agawam Junior High School auditori¬ 
um (1305 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills) at 10:00 
a.m. 

We are a non-denominational church emphasizing 
genuinely loving relationships; Biblical teaching for life 
change; meaningful and contemporary worship; and 
the communication of the Gospel to those who don't 
know Christ. 

Our worship is decidedly contemporary without 
neglecting great hymnody from the past. In our 
Sunday morning message, we seek to teach the Bible 
(topically or passage by passage) in such a practical 
way that both the growing believer and the searching 
guest can benefit from it each and every Sunday. 

If you would like to find out more about our church 
before visiting, check out our website at www. 
AnawamChurch.org or call Pastor Brad Wright at 789- 
2904. 


Holiday Fair at Grace Lutheran Church 


Grace Lutheran Church has announced that its 
inual Holiday Fair will be held on Saturday, 
jcember 7th, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the 
urch hall. 1552 Westfield Street. West Springfield. 

The fair will feature local craftpersons and tradi- 
inal church shops. 


This event is being advertised in local papers, on 
radio and TV stations, and with posters in area stores. 

Proceeds from this event will go to the Women in 
Christ group to help fund their missions. 

For more information, please call Sue at 562-7784. 


it -k * * * * * 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 12:00 noon; however, we appreciate any articles, press releases, 
letters, etc., that can be brought in on Mondays. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter... 



Ir Quality Home Care ^ 

^ ^ Ludlow, MA 01056 

413-547-0402 

Are You or Someone You Love 
Ihi Need of Quality Private Care? 

Quality Home Care is a private care 
company offering Homemaking, 

Home Health Care, Companionship 
and Quality Nursing at affordable rates. 

From 1 hour a day to 24 hour’s 7-days 
a week service. Give us a call and we will 
/VSe glad to answer any questions you may havdT^^ 

Or e-mail us at QHC4U@aol.com 





Unfailing Love 

Oh, that men would give thanka to the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works! — 
Psalm 107:21 

After visiting his wife at a residence for Aizheimei^s patients, retired pastor Browning 
Ware described the scene as he and close friends prepared to leave; "We shared hugs all around 
and held hands in prayer. So much to be gratefiil for! I thanked God for family, for friends, and 
for His radical love that liberates us even when caught within life's clawing circumstances." 

As we pause to thank God for every way He has blessed us, it's good to remember that 
our greatest treasure is His unfailing love. Too often our thankfulness ebbs and flows with our 
health or financial security. We equate God's blessing with freedom from pain and sorrow. But 
through faith and experience we learn that God's great love for us expressed in Jesus Christ can 
calm our hearts and minds even in the most taxing situations. 

Four times in Psalm 107 we read, "Oh, that men would give thanks to the Lord for His 
goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!" (vv.8,15,21,31). Even when life 
seems overwhelming, we can cry out to the Lord and find His deliverance from our distress 
(vv.6,13,19,28). 

It is not health or wealth, but God's unfailing love that sets us free in every circumstance 
of life. —David McCasland 

Thinking It Over 

What '^clawing circumstances” have invaded your life? 

For what can you be thankful, even in troubling times? Read Psalm 107 for suggestions. 

If we pause to think, we'll find cause to thank. 
wwwMgawamdturch,org 



Page 18 

News & notes from 
Ag. Congregational 

You are invited to Agawam Congregational Church 
(745 Main Street) where the Holy Spirit is alive, unit¬ 
ing people with Christ through transforming ministries, 
vibrant worship, diligent study, and warm fellowship. 

Our Sunday services are celebrated by Rev. Earl 
Eisenbach. Our services are at 8:00 a.m. (contempo¬ 
rary service) and 10:00 a.m. (traditional service). This 
week (December 1st), Rev. Earl’s sermon is titled “We 
light the candle of Love.” 

There is Church School at 9:00 a.m. for the Jr. and 
Sr. High youth, but no Church School at 10:00 a.m. 
this week for the younger children. 

Come and be blessed at either of our services, as 
the Holy Spirit refreshes your soul. Childcare is avail¬ 
able during the services. 

Also, following the service there is a fellowship 
hour in Bryan Hall. Pastor Earl and his wife, Barbara, 
are also members of the Order of St. Luke and are 
always available for prayer after the service. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS 

Sun. (12/1): 8:00 a.m.. Advent Communion 
Sunday; 10:00 a.m.. Advent Communion Sunday; 
7:00 p.m.. New Members Meeting. 

Mon.: 6:30 p.m.. Bell Choir Rehearsal; 7:00 p.m.. 
Committee Meeting. 

Wed.: 9:30 a.m.. Play Group; 7:00 p.m., Christian 
Healing Class. 

Thurs.: 6:00 p.m.. Praise Band. 

Fri.: 7:00 p.m., Christmas Festival of Trees. 

COMING EVENTS 

Youth Group Wreath Sales: Wreath sales are 
going on now. Please sign up in the church office, at 
the coffee hour, or by calling Jessica at 348-0864 and 
leave a message. The cost is $10, and it benefits the 
Youth Group. Thank you. 

Thanksgiving Day: The West Springfield Parish 
and Interfaith Association has graciously invited resi¬ 
dents from the Town of Agawam to participate in this 
year’s program to provide Thanksgiving dinner. Come 
and be an “Honored Guest" at the PHIL COBURN 
MEMORIAL THANKSGIVING DAY DINNER on 
Thursday, November 28th, from 12:00 noon to 2:30 
p.m. Rides and home delivery are available; volun¬ 
teers are also needed. There is no cost, so please 
don’t be alone this Thanksgiving. Dinner will be 
served at St. Thomas Church, West Springfield 
(across from Toomey-O’Brien Funeral Home on 
Route 20). Please call Carol Treganowan at 786-1912 
for last-minute information. 

Christmas “Festival of Trees”: Friday, December 
6th is the date for this special event. Bryan Hall will be 
decorated with varying tree sizes, wall hangings, and 
wreaths to purchase from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. This will 
be a gala event for our church as well as our commu¬ 
nity. If you would like more information, or if you would 
like to decorate a tree, please contact the church 
office at 786-7111 for more details. Last year, close to 
75 trees were made and sold. We hope you can make 
it a point to come. 

“Christian Healing Service”: The Order of Saint 
Luke will be having its “Christian Healing Service” on 
Sunday, December 8th, at 4:00 p.m. The guest 
speaker is Yvonne Williams, a cancer survivor and 
the author of “Tested Faith - The Power of Mind Over 
Cancer.” She speaks at various conferences on the 
impact of faith and well-being, and the importance of 
the power of God in one’s life to bring healing and 
wholeness. For more information, please call the 
church office at 786-7111. 


DDC Shops 

Virtual Shopping at its best! 

Pillows - Blankets & More... 
Sports and Such... 

Dennis Ingalls 29 Southwick Street 

Jeffrey Moore Feeding Hills Center 

www.ddcshops.com 413-786-8668 
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Calendar of 
events from Bethany 
Assembly of God 

Rev. Howard Ryan at Bethany Assembly of God in 
Agawam cordially invites the public to enjoy the fol¬ 
lowing special events: 

* Thursday, November 28th - Thanksgiving Day 
Service: 

Please Join us on Thanksgiving Day (Thursday, 
November 28th) at Bethany Assembly of God as we 
enjoy a guest speaker. Rev. Mark Burnett of Harvest 
Assembly of God in West Springfield. 

This is a day of centering on blessings and thank¬ 
fulness to God for His bountiful goodness. The serv¬ 
ice begins at 10:00 a.m. 

* Sunday, December 1st - “Sunday in 
Manhattan”: 

“Sunday in Manhattan” is a live musical relating the 
story of Billy Sunday, a great baseball player who 
became one of America’s most prominent and suc¬ 
cessful evangelists. Brent Grosvenor of Light Up 
Ministries portrays the true story of the life of this 
extraordinary man. 

“From the orphanage to the national league to 
revivalist to revolutionary - he touched the heart of 
America.” Please join us at the 6:00 p.m. service for 
this enthralling presentation. 

* Friday & Saturday, December 6th & 7th - “Gifts 
& Good Taste” Holiday Fair: 

The women’s group is hosting its annual holiday 
fair at the Captain Charles Leonard House on Main 
Street in Agawam. Friday’s hours are 4:00 to 8:00 
p.m., and Saturday’s hours are 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. 

Come shop for handcrafted items and home-baked 
goodies - you can even enjoy lunch on the premises! 
You’ll definitely be able to get some Christmas shop¬ 
ping done at the holiday fair because the selection 
and the prices are so good. 

All proceeds from the fair will go to missions at 
home and abroad. 

* Friday-Sunday, December 6th-8th & 
December 13th-15th - Annual “Singing Christmas 
Tree”: 

The 28th annual “Singing Christmas Tree” per¬ 
formances are Bethany’s “Christmas gift" to the 
Pioneer Valley and the surrounding area. 

This year’s theme is “A Midnight Clear,” and the 80- 
voice choir will be joined by the 18-piece orchestra for 
all eight performances. 

The schedule is Fridays at 7:00 p.m.; Saturdays at 
6:00 p.m.; and Sundays at 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. All 
seats are free, with no reserved seating. 

There will be signing for the deaf, and nursery for 
infants will be provided at each presentation. 

* Sunday, December 22nd - Children’s 
Christmas Musical: 

The children’s choir will present “Meet Me at the 
Manger" for this year’s musical. Come and enjoy this 
precious and enjoyable presentation by our children 
during the 6:00 p.m. service. 

* Tuesday, December 31st - New Year’s Eve 
Festival of Choirs: 

Guest choirs - including Russian, African- 
American, and Hispanic - will be featured (as well as 
Bethany’s own choir) during this evening of song ded¬ 
icated to welcoming in the New Year in God’s pres¬ 
ence. 

The service begins at 9:00 p.m., and we will wel¬ 
come in the New Year with communion at midnight. 

Bethany Assembly of God is located at the comer 
of Route 57 and Main Street in Agawam. For more 
information, please call 789-2930. 

* * * 

“Church News” is just one 

more reason why you turn our 

pages each and every week ... 

ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 

★ * ★ 
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Announcements 
from Sacred 
Heart Church 

Weekly Mass Schedule 

Sat. Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. 

Sun. Masses: 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 a.m. 

Mon. Mass: 5:30 p.m. 

Tues., Wed., and Fri. Masses: 8:00 a.m. 

Thurs. Eucharistic Prayer Service: 8:00 a.m. 

Holy Day Vigil Mass: 5:30 p.m. 

Holy Day: 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Calendar 

Mon., Dec. 2nd: 4:30 p.m., Girl Scouts, Center; 
6:30 p.m.. Rosary for World Peace, Church. 

Tues., Dec. 3rd: 7:00 p.m.. Pastoral Council 
Meeting, Center. 

Wed., Dec. 4th: 8:30 a.m.. Rosary for World 
Peace, Church; 5:15 p.m.. Weight Watchers, Center; 
6:30 p.m.. Girl Scouts, Center; 6:30 p.m., Cub Scouts, 
Center. 

Thurs., Dec. 5th: 7:00 p.m.. Boy Scouts, Center. 

Sat., Dec. 7th: 7:00 p.m.. Narcotics Anonymous, 
Center: 7:15 p.m.. Alcoholics Anonymous, Center; 
8:30 p.m.. Alcoholics Anonymous, Center. 

Religious Education Classes 

Saturdays: Grades 1, 2 & 3 (A-K) - 9:00 to 10:00 
a.m.; Grades 1, 2 & 3 (L-Z) - 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.; 
Grades 4 & 5 (A-Z) -11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Sundays: “Little Flowers” - during the 9:00 a.m. 
Mass; Grades 6 & 7 (A-Z) - 10:00 to 10:50 a.m.; 
Grades 8 & 9 (A-Z) -12:00 noon to 12:50 p.m. 

Mondays: Grade 10 - 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.; Grade 11 
- 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

All classes are held in the Parish Center, except for 
the 11th grade (they will meet in the Church). The 
Parish Office phone number for Mrs. Patterson is 
789-6057. 

Rosary For World Peace 

The Rosary for World Peace is recited every 
Monday evening at 6:30 p.m., and every Wednesday 
morning at 8:30 a.m. All are welcome to come and 
join us. 

Christmas Wafers (Oolatkh Wafers 

Envelopes of Christmas wafers (fuller explanation 
on the envelope) are available at the rectory or in the 
sacristy for a donation of $1 per envelope. These 
wafers are blessed; they are to be broken and shared 
with greetings at the supper on Christmas Eve, or 
when the whole family is together for a shared meal 
at their common table. 

Families and couples are invited to share in this 
rich Polish tradition. 

Children’s Christmas Liturgy 

There will be a Children’s Liturgy on Christmas Eve 
at the 5:30 p.m. Mass. We are looking for students to 
be readers, gift bearers, and to participate in our 
Christmas Pageant. If your child would like to do a 
reading or be a gift bearer, please .-come to the first 
meeting on November 30th at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Church. Your child will be expected to attend the full 
dress rehearsal to be held on December 21st at 11:30 
a.m. 

The pageant is open to any child in kindergarten 
through grade three. If your child would like to be in 
the pageant, please attend the rehearsal on Saturday, 
November 30th, at 11:30 a.m. Rehearsals last about 
30 to 45 minutes. It is very important that the children 
attend every rehearsal every Saturday. If you have 
any questions, please call Susan at 789-0396. 

Area Advent Reconciliation Service 

The area priests from Agawam, Feeding Hills, 
Westfield, and West Springfield will be available for 
confessions at the various services during Advent. 
The services are as follows: 

* St. Mary’s, Westfield: Thursday, December 
12th, 7:00 p.m. 

* St. John’s, Agawam: Sunday, December 15th, 
5:00 p.m. 

* St. Thomas, West Springfield: Monday, 
December 16th, 6:30 p.m. 
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Dr. John DeBrine 
to speak at Faith 
Bible Church 

Due to the predicted inclement weather for 
November 17th, Dr. John DeBrine postponed his 
appearance at Faith Bible Church (370 Shoemaker 
Lane, Agawam) to Sunday, December 1st. He will be 
speaking at our 10:30 a.m. service. 

“Grow in grace so you won’t groan in disgrace" is 
the familiar sound that comes from Barnstable, Cape 
Cod, Massachusetts on daily radio as Dr. DeBrine 
hosts SONGTIME USA. The radio broadcast that 
started in Boston back in 1964 is now heard all across 
America from New England to the Philippines. 

Prior to his full-time involvement with Songtime, Dr. 
DeBrine served 11 years as the pastor to the church 
that founded the New England Baptist Hospital. 

Now, as host of Songtime, his speaking schedule 
takes him to churches and conferences all across the 
country. 

Whether “on the air” or at a speaking engagement, 
Dr. DeBrine frequently calls on his many experiences 
and his unique sense of humor in his sound teaching 
of Biblical truth. 

His education background includes Houghton 
College, the University of Rochester, and Boston 
University. He holds a master's degree in communi¬ 
cations from Boston University and a doctorate from 
Houghton College. 

A die-hard Red Sox fan. Dr. DeBrine lives on Cape 
Cod with his German shepard. Max. 

Don’t miss this exciting time at Faith Bible Church 
on Sunday, December 1st, at the 10:30 service. For 
further information, contact Pastor James Jasmin at 
786-1681. 

Joint Thanksgiving 
Eve service on 
November 27th 

On Thanksgiving Eve, November 27th, seven local 
churches will join together for a Thanksgiving service. 

The service will be at 7:00 p.m. at the Agawam 
Congregational Church, 745 Main Street. 

Pastors from the seven churches will conduct the 
service and share in meditation on the theme “Now 
Thank We All Our Lord." 

Traditional Thanksgiving hymns will be sung by the 
congregation and by the service choir of the Agawam 
Congregational Church under the direction of the 
Choir Director, Michael Goizmane. 

A special offering will be received and sent to the 
Parish Association, which will be providing 
Thanksgiving dinner to Agawam and West Springfield 
residents. 

The following will be participating in the service: 
Reverend Robert Donaldson of Feeding Hills 
Congregational Church; Deacon Joseph Kaiser of 
Sacred Heart Church; Reverend Earl Eisenbach of 
Agawam Congregational Church; Reverend Howard 
Ryan of Bethany Assembly of God; Pastor Gary Reiff 
of Lighthouse Christian Center; Sister Mary Clare 
Finn of St. John the Evangelist Church; and Reverend 
Thomas Rice of First Baptist Church. 

Nocturnal Adoration 
Society To Meet 
Friday, Dec. 6th 

The Nocturnal Adoration Society of Agawam and 
West Springfield will meet at St. Thomas Church in 
West Springfield to conduct and pray the Office of the 
Blessed Sacrament on Friday, December 6th, from 
7:00 to 11:00 p.m. 

All are invited to come and spend an hour in 
Eucharistic Adoration. 
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Ashley Gearing 
of Agawam to 
lead Community 
Carol Sing 

The historic First Baptist Church on Hill Street in 
Suffield will have its annual Carol Sing on Sunday, 
December 8th, at 4:30 p.m. The congregation, as well 
as residents of various faith persuasions from sur¬ 
rounding communities, do most of the singing, but this 
year, Ashley Gearing has been invited to come lead 
the carols and sing a few special selections. 

Ashley, a very talented 11 year-old from Agawam, 
sings with the Springfield Symphony. She will also be 
performing at Christmastime with the Boston Pops 
Orchestra, and she’s currently working with Dream 
Works in Nashville to record a CD. 

In order to accommodate Ashley’s busy schedule, 
the Carol sing will not begin at 4:00 o’clock as it tradi¬ 
tionally does, but will begin instead at 4:30 p.m. 

The setting is simple and chilly, but the music is 
always heartwarming and beautiful. This Carol Sing is 
for everyone, so bring your whole family and invite all 
your friends and neighbors and enjoy an old-fash¬ 
ioned Christmas! 

Activities at 
All Saints Parish 

St. Anthony of Padua Church 
St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Church 

Rev. Steven Amo, Administrator. 

St. Anthony of Padua Church, 108 Bridge St., 
Agawam; St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Church, 74 
Bridge St., Agawam. 

Rectory: (413) 786-4451. Website: www.all- 
saints.alphanine.com . 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Fri., Nov. 29th: 8:30 a.m.. Rosary at St. Anthony’s; 
9:00 a.m.. Mass at St. Anthony’s 

Sat., Nov. 30th: 8:30 a.m.. Rosary at St. 
Anthony’s; 9:00 a.m.. Mass at St. Anthony's; 4:30 
p.m.. Mass at St. Theresa’s 

Sun., Dec. 1st: 8:30 a.m.. Mass at St. Anthony’s; 
11:00 a.m.. Mass at St. Theresa’s 

Mon., Dec. 2nd: 8:30 a.m.. Rosary at St. 
Theresa’s; 9:00 a.m.. Mass at St. Theresa’s 

Tues., Dec. 3rd: 8:30 a.m.. Rosary at St. 
Theresa’s; 9:00 a.m.. Mass at St. Theresa’s 

Wed., Dec. 4th: 8:30 a.m.. Rosary at St. 
Theresa's; 9:00 a.m., COMMUNION SERVICE at St. 
Theresa’s (NO MASS) 

Thurs., Dec. 5th: 8:30 a.m.. Rosary at St. 
Theresa’s; 9:00 a.m.. Mass at St. Theresa’s 

MATT FLANAGAN’S BARGAIN BOOK 

Matt Flanagan’s BARGAIN BOOK will be on sale 
before and after all Masses at both St. Theresa and 
St. Anthony Churches of All Saints Parish. 

Enjoy up to 50 percent off on fine dining, casual 
dining, entertainment, shopping, services, events, 
and many, many more. 

This makes a great 
stocking stuffer, so pick 
them up early. (Sponsored 
by the Parish Council of All 
Saints Parish.) 


If you have dropped 
off any photos to 
our office for Boy 
Scout activities, 
church events, 
etc., please pick 
them up after 
they appear in 
The Agawam 
Advertiser News... 
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Christian healing 
ministry at Agawam 
Congregational 

“Don’t Let Your Mind Break Your Will” is the theme 
of a Christian healing ministry being sponsored by the 
Western Massachusetts Greater Springfield Chapter 
of the Order of St. Luke. 

It will be held on Sunday afternoon, December 8th, 
at 4:00 p.m. at Agawam Congregational Church, 745 
Main Street. Music will be provided by Tracy 
Nawskon. 

The service will include praise and worship, teach¬ 
ing, and healing prayer (which includes anointing and 
the laying on of hands for healing). This will be fol¬ 
lowed by refreshments with a “literature table." 

Our speaker will be Yvonne Williams. She resides 
in Wilbraham with her family and is a cancer survivor 
and the author of “Tested Faith - The Power of Mind 
Over Cancer." 

She speaks at various conferences on the impact 
of faith and well-being, and the importance of the 
power of God in one's life to bring healing and whole¬ 
ness. 

For further information, please call the Agawam 
Congregational Church at 786-7111. 

Valley Community 
Church welcomes 
one and all 

Are you new to our community and searching for a 
place of worship? 

Are you in need of some spiritual guidance; lonely 
for the company of good people who believe as you 
do; dissatisfied with the way you presently worship 
and serve God? 

Then, perhaps Valley Community Church can help 
you find that spiritual nourishment. “Let Your light and 
truth bring me to Your holy hill” (PS 43:3). 

Our Sanctuary is located at 152 South Westfield 
Street in Feeding Hills, high atop a high overlooking a 
panoramic view of God’s blessings. 

We are a non-denominational church accepting 
people of the Christian faith who have or are looking 
to accept Christ as their personal Savior. 

We welcome all to attend our Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. and hear the Lord’s Word and the 
message of His servant, Pastor Stephen Dennehy. 

Following the service, worshipers are invited to 
attend fellowship downstairs in Dunn Hall to share 
refreshments and conversation before adult Bible 
Study at 11:00 a.m. 

Our Sunday School is held during the church serv¬ 
ice, and a nursery is also available. 

A visit may be all you need to realize the impor¬ 
tance of God’s presence in your life. 

If you would like more information on our church 
and its services and activities, please call the office at 
(413) 786-2445. 

Best local news ... AANU! 


General and Implant Dentistry 
for Children & Adults 


DR. FREDERIC S. MACKLER & ASSOCIATES, INC. 


Are pleased to announce that 
Maureen “Moe” Raymond, R.D.H. 
Dental Hygienist 
has now joined their 
practice on a full time basis at 
46 Daggett Drive 
West Springfield, MA 01089 

(413) 747-9224 


Frederic S. Mackler, D.M.D., M.A. Christopher T. Trailer, D.M.D. Hours: 

Gene L. Siurek, D.D.S. Periodontics and Implantology Mon.-Tues. 8-8 

Steven M. Goodwin, D.M.D. www.healthy-mouth.com Wed.-Fri. 8-5 
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Spotlight on Business 

Surprise! Card & Gift Holds Annual Holiday Open House 



BARBARA MCELLIGOTT, owner oi Surprise! Card & Gift in the Southgate Shopping Plaza (next to Geissler’s Supermarket) has done much 
preparation for the holiday shopping season. Gift ideas abound at the popular store, including bears, Precious Moments, Fenton Glassware, 
beautiful cards, Christmas ornaments, etc. You must stop in. This place is a can't miss. In right photo: Barbara and two of her employees, Pat 
Mellon! and Fran Leclerc, prepare for a busy open house on Saturday, November 16th. Advertiser News photos by Kathy shepard. 


Inspirational success story... 

Agawam Chamber to hold annual Holiday Breakfast 

The Agawam Chamber of Commerce will focus on Bolt & Screw, Inc., Bolduc’s Apparel & Awards, and able food item for the Open Pantry, 
the inspirational story of a leading businesswoman at Crestview Country Club for their participation in Reservations for the Agawam Chamber Holiday 
its annual Holiday Breakfast on December 7th at 7:15 Business Spotlights. New members American Breakfast are $15 for ACCGS members, $20 for non- 
a.m. at Chez Josef, Shoemaker Lane. Express Financial Advisors, Attorney Gina Letellier, members, and reservations must be made in writing 

Western Massachusetts Electric Company Chief Citizens Bank, Champagne Drywall, Inc., HAVE, Inc., and in advance. Reservations may be made online at 
Operating Officer and President Kerry Kuhiman will be Internal Medicine, PC., Mr. Shower Door, Unique www.mvonlinechamber.com or by faxing or mailing 
the featured guest speaker, sharing her path to prO“ Storage Systems, Inc., Yankee Mattress Company, Laurie Richardson, Events Coordinator, Affiliated 
fessional and personal success. The breakfast is W&l Construction, Inc. will be welcomed to the Chambers of Commerce of Greater Springfield, Inc., 
sponsored by Reliable Temps, Inc. Agawam Chamber of Commerce. 1441 Main Street, Suite 136, Springfield, MA 01103- 

As well, the Chamber will honor members Specialty Attendees are encouraged to bring a nonperish- 1449, fax. (413) 755-1322. 


For all the hometown news, you turn our pages 
each and every week... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 





i/ Jl'William F. Foley 

Insurance Agency, Inc 

AUTO * HOME * BUSINESS 

Personal and professional service for 
over 45 years. We take the time to get to 
know and understand your family s 
insurance needs. 

341 North Westfield Street, Feeding Hills 

786-2275 

Gabriele Moore - President 
Linda Bovat - Treasurer 



State-Of-The Art Frame 
Straightening Machines 

Heated Down-Draft Spray E 
Free Pick-Up and Delivery 
Rental Vehicles Available 
AH Work 100Vo Guaranteed 


250 SPRINGFIELD ST. • AGAWAM 
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Legal 

Memo 


Alan L. Ferrigno, Esq. 
546 Springfield St, F.H. 
(413) 786-9454 



Timely Tips On How To 

Manage Your Finances 
by Sue Alvanos 

Financial Advisor 

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. 

IDS Life Insurance Company 
Agawam Corporate Ctr., 67 Hunt St., 
Agawam - (413) 821-9380 


Pam Savioli 


CARLSON 


GMAC 

WReal Estate 


(413) 748-7565 




Antenuptial agreements 

Part 1 of 2 

The use of antenuptial, or prenuptial, agreements 
seems to be on the rise. Antenuptial agreements are 
nothing new. Pre-marital contracts designed to 
address financial issues incident to the dissolution of 
a marriage can be traced back to the 16th century. 

However, while the concept of the antenuptial 
agreement has been around for centuries, the popu¬ 
larity of the antenuptial agreement seems to have 
gained momentum within the last few decades. 
“Couples approach marriage with far more pragma¬ 
tism and anxiety than ever before. Almost half of 
American marriages end in divorce (compared with 
just over one-third 25 years ago), and many couples 
have decided to protect themselves, to the extent that 
they can, through the “pre-nup." 

Alarmists may interpret the proliferation of 
antenuptial agreements as proof that romance is 
dead. However, the fact that “more and more people 
are executing antenuptial agreements prior to their 
marriage ceremony" does not mean that modem cou¬ 
ples now view mam'age as mergers and acquisitions. 
Instead, the use of an antenuptial agreement may be 
characterized as a proactive attempt for couples 
entering the institution of marriage to control the 
descent in the event that the mam'age fails. 

In an age of sophisticated communication, infor¬ 
mation and financial systems, the proliferation of 
antenuptial agreements may simply be a sign that 
couples have a more pragmatic and sophisticated 
outlook than their parents. Contemporary couples 
may wish to decide for themselves how and by what 
method their estates will be divided instead of leaving 
the decision to the legislature, judges and lawyers. 

Judicial analysis of the validity of antenuptial 
agreements, in the context of divorce, dates back as 
far as 1922 in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

The seminal case involving antenuptial agree¬ 
ments in Wellington v. Rugg, 243 Mass. 30, 136 N.E. 
831 (1922). Essentially, the court held that nothing 
short of proof of fraud would invalidate an antenuptial 
agreement irrespective of the unfairness of the provi¬ 
sions of the agreement. 

Antenuptial agreements were stricken down by the 
Massachusetts courts in the absence of fraud follow¬ 
ing the Wellington decision. “The decision in French v. 
McAmaraney, 290 Mass. 544, 195 N.E. 714 (1935) 
stated that an antenuptial agreement attempting to 
abrogate the duty of a husband to support his wife 
was unenforceable and contrary to public policy.” 

(Continued next week.) 


When do you 
sell your investments? 

(Part 2 of 3) 

DIFFERENT RULES FOR MUTUAL FUNDS 

Because mutual funds usually hold a wide range of 
assets, evaluating when to sell often requires criteria 
slightly different from those required by stocks. Before 
you remove a mutual fund from your portfolio, ask a 
few key questions: 

* Does the fund fit with your current needs? 

Look to see if the investment philosophy behind 
your initial mutual fund purchase still fits with your cur¬ 
rent financial needs and tolerance for risk. For exam¬ 
ple, if you initially bought a high-growth fund at age 
25, it may have more risk than you’re comfortable car¬ 
rying at age 50. 

* Is it still a steady performer? 

Compare your fund’s performance to other, similar 
mutual funds. If your fund has consistently lagged 
behind those with similar investment objectives, you 
may want to move on. 

Although patience is a virtue for any investor, you 
may want to consider selling when a fund has under- 
performed its peers for at least three years. 

* Has the fund departed from its original invest¬ 
ment style? 

A fund that recently changed portfolio managers or 
seems to be straying from its initial objectives may 
merit scrutiny. Check to see if the fund’s new invest¬ 
ment style fits with the other assets in your portfolio. 
If it’s too risky - or too conservative - for your invest¬ 
ment needs, it may be time to say good-bye. 

When you’re within three to five years of an invest¬ 
ment goal - such as retirement, a house down-pay¬ 
ment, or money for college tuition - it might be time to 
start liquidating mutual funds that are heavily weight¬ 
ed in stocks. 

Compared to other asset classes, stocks are gen¬ 
erally considered more prone to the market’s ups and 
downs, so your money might be better suited in an 
investment geared toward short-term investing, such 
as a bond or certificate of deposit (CD). 

(To be continued...) 

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. 
(Member NASD). American Express Company is 
separate from American Express Financial 
Advisors Inc. and is not a broker-dealer. 

Please remember to patronize 
your local businesses... 
ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Holiday shopping... 

With the holiday season upon us, there are new 
challenges presented to buyers and sellers. Time is 
usually at a premium, so the usual rules may have to 
be altered. If your home is on the market, you are 
probably doing your best to keep everything spic and 
span. But, what about the clutter of everyday living? 
It’s especially difficult now, when you may have so 
much more to do. But, this is not the time to slack off. 

Pots and pans left on the stove from holiday cook¬ 
ing need to be dealt with as swiftly as possible. They 
not only look messy, but the stale smells can linger 
(creating a less-than-pleasant impression for potential 
buyers). 

Tackle clean-up chores quickly by getting everyone 
to help. Many hands make the work lighter. Even little 
ones can perform small chores, such as helping to 
load the dishwasher or making sure the recycling is in 
the proper container. 

Make the beds each morning, even if it’s just throw¬ 
ing the quilt over the bed and fluffing the pillows. 
Stack newspapers and magazines neatly in a basket 
until you’re ready to deal with them. 

If you’re too busy to perform the regular mainte¬ 
nance chores, consider hiring a service to help out. It 
will pay off in the long run. Gifts and wrapping paper 
can be quite messy. Confine this pleasant activity to 
one space and stay organized. It’s so easy to end up 
with bits of ribbon everywhere. A couple of boxes that 
can be quickly stashed under the bed would be ideal 
for storing paper, decorations and tape. 

If this is the time for you to shop for the biggest 
present of all - your new home - you will need to keep 
in mind that the homeowners are busier than ever, 
and that the home may not appear as neat as usual. 
This should in no way impact your overall impression. 

Remember that you, too, are probably going 
through the very same chores of extra shopping, 
cooking and wrapping. Concentrate on looking at the 
floor plan and the mechanicals instead of the toys in 
the playroom or the laundry that sits in the basket. 
After all, it is the house you are buying, not the con¬ 
tents. You can create your own mess once you have 
moved in! Don’t let the hustle and bustle of the sea¬ 
son destroy the joy of moving to your new home. 

GIVE UNTO OTHERS 

If you’re remodeling, consider giving your old 
kitchen cabinets, nearly-new carpeting, or other good 
re-usables to “Habitat for Humanity.” This national 
non-profit organization helps low- income families 
become homeowners. 

Call 1-800-422-4828 to get more information on 
what’s going on in your area. 


Attorney Alan L. Ferrigno maintains an office at 
546 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, 
Massachusetts. If you have a legal question. 
Attorney Ferrigno will attempt to address the 
same in this column. Please send any questions 
to the address listed above. 



HypnoCoachIng 


The art of Hyprwtherapy, 
Coaching & Guided Imagery 



Jtides Zwmba 


✓ Career Coachlnj /Qj/H Smoking /Wetghi Control 

/Motivational Coaching /Migraine Relief /Stress Reduction 

/Leisure & Retirement Coaching /Headache Relief /Build Self Esteem 
/Public Speaking Ocvclopmeot /Insomnia Control and mofe... 

Techniques w«H be detarmined followfng « personal assessment. 
A roadmap wW then be developed just for you! 

Center for Self-Development 


83 Industrial Lane 
Agawam, MA 01001-0570 
413-789-4511 






^ ^RICHARD C.0 

Momssi 




SPECIALIZING IN ESTATE PLANNING & 
ESTATE ADMINISTRATION 

*wills and trusts *probate of estates 

*durable power of attorneys *real estate sales and transfers 
*health care proxies *counseling on most legal matters 


There is more than filling out forms to estate planning and the settling 
of estates. The welfare of those about whom we care most is at stake. 

SS * Serving Agawam familes for over 25 years * 


789-9970 
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Looking For A Gift For That 
Hard- To-Shop-For Person ? ? ? 

Let The ADVERTISER NEWS 
You With Your Holiday Shopping 


Subscription 




Just mail in your check with the coupon 

below to: 

The Advertiser News 

P.O. Box 263 

Hh 23 Southwick Street VI 

Feeding Hills, MA 01030 




Name 


Address 
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Health 



Your Back And 
Your Health 

by 

Dr. Joseph S. Schlaffer 

Schlaffer Chiropractic Offices 
192 Shoemaker Lane 
Agawam 


New research shows 
wide usage and satisfaction 

A study published in the Annals of Internal 
Medicine has found that 63 percent of people who vis¬ 
ited a rheumatologist for osteoarthritis, rheumatoid 
arthritis, and fibromyalgia conditions also sought 
some form of “complementary and alternative medi¬ 
cine (CAM).” 

Chiropractic was not only the most sought after 
form of CAM for those patients, but it was also among 
those found to be most helpful for these conditions. 
Chiropractic was at the top of the list of alternative 
forms of care used. 

The reasons why these patients chose CAM are 
somewhat typical: to control pain; because they’ve 
heard it will help; because it’s safe; because it helped 
someone they know; and because their prescribed 
medication isn’t working. Sixty-three percent of the 
patients in this study reported using CAM at least 
once, and over 90 percent of them were doing so on 
a regular basis. This would equate to 57 percent of all 
arthritic patients using CAM on a regular basis. 

With such a high percentage of regular adult 
arthritic patients using CAM, and with chiropractic 
being the most popular and considered the most help- 
(li\, one has to wonder if this trend shouldn’t be con¬ 
sidered by the health care establishment (particularly 
the managed care companies) and the insurance 
companies who set policy about what they will and 
won’t pay for. if patients find another form of care 
helpful, particularly if their prescribed medication isn’t 
working, shouldn’t it be reimbursed? 

77»e SCHLAFFER CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE is 
conveniently located at 192 Shoemaker Lane in 
Agawam. Telephone number: 789-1369 or 789- 
1073. Call for an appointment today. 


Springfield to 
observe World 


AIDS Day 

The Greater Springfield AIDS Awareness 
Committee and Baystate Medical Center will hold the 
sixth annual World AIDS Day Memorial Vigil at South 
Congregational Church on 45 Maple Street in 
Springfield on Sunday, December 1st, from 6:00-8:00 
p.m., including a candlelight memorial and reception 
in the Church Hall following the event. 

The 15th annual World AIDS Day will be observed 
around the world on December 1st. The theme for this 
year’s observance is “Stigma and Discrimination - 
Live and Let Live." 

All communities are affected by the continuing 
spread of AIDS. According to the Massachusetts 
AIDS Surveillance Report, dated October 1, 2001, 
there have been 13,071 cases reported. Of these, 
there are 9,430 men and 3,641 females. Over 9,100 
have died. 

Of these cases, 1,516 are in Western 
Massachusetts. There are 1,293 in Hampden, 97 in 
Hampshire, 79 in Berkshire, and 47 in Franklin 
Counties. Springfield accounts for the highest number 
of reported AIDS cases with 965. Men account for 
63.3 percent and women 36.4 percent, while Whites 
account for 30.9 percent, African-Americans for 19.6 
percent and Hispanics 48.2 percent. 

The event is open to the public. 


Stop & Shop urges 
safe food handling 
over the holidays 

The Stop & Shop Supermarket of Feeding Hills 
reminds consumers that, during the busy holiday sea¬ 
son, safe food handling needs to be a priority. As fam¬ 
ilies prepare for their holiday dinners. Stop & Shop 
offers the following tips to help consumers minimize 
the risks associated with improper food handling: 

Cold Storage 

* “It is important that consumers ensure that per¬ 
ishable foods are properly handled and refrigerated, 
so that the foods served at holiday events are safe 
and wholesome,” said Faith Weiner, Director of 
Government and Public Affairs. Storage space is 
often a problem at holiday time, but even when the 
weather report says the temperature is 40 degrees, 
that doesn’t mean your porch or garage is cold 
enough to keep foods at a safe temperature. 
Perishable foods, including meat, poultry, seafood, 
dairy products, eggs, and cooked vegetables cannot 
be left out above refrigeration temperatures (40 
degrees F) for more than two hours. If there is no 
room in the refrigerator, it’s best to put these foods in 
a cooler and surround them with ice. Styrofoam cool¬ 
ers work just as well as more expensive ones. 

* Some foods can be safely stored in a cool 
garage, including butter and margarine, hard and 
processed cheeses (not soft cheese such as cream 
cheese, brie, feta, and goat cheese), fruit juices 
(opened or unopened), fresh fruits, raw, whole veg¬ 
etables, fruit pies, rolls, cakes, muffins and quick 
breads, and soft drinks, beer, and bottled water. 

* “Don’t forget that leftovers need to be removed 
from the table and put in refrigeration promptly,” 
added Ms. Weiner. She recommends that stuffing and 
turkey be refrigerated separately in shallow contain¬ 
ers within two hours of cooking. Ms. Weiner also rec¬ 
ommends that consumers use leftover turkey and 
stuffing within three to four days and gravy within one 
to two days. “If they will not be consumed within these 
periods, they should be frozen,” advised Ms. Weiner. 
She added that consumers should reheat leftovers 
thoroughly to a temperature of 165 degrees F or until 
hot and steaming. 

Be smart; keep foods apart 

* “Be Smart. Keep Foods Apart” is one of the four 
Fight Bad messages from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. According to Ms. Weiner, “Cross-contam¬ 
ination occurs when foods that consumers eat raw, 
such as salads, fruits, and vegetables or foods 
already cooked, become contaminated with bacteria 
from raw meat, poultry, seafood or their juices.” 
Cross-contamination can occur during food handling 
and preparation in a number of ways. Here are some 
tips to prevent cross-contamination: 

* Safely separate. Separate raw meat, poultry, 
eggs, and seafood from other foods in your shopping 
cart, on kitchen counters, and in your refrigerator. 

* Seal it. To prevent juices from raw meat, poultry, 
or seafood from dripping onto other foods in the refrig¬ 
erator, place these raw foods in sealed containers or 
plastic bags. 

* Lather up. Wash cutting boards, dishes, and 
counter tops with hot, soapy water after preparing 
each food item and before you go on to the next item. 

* Take Two. If possible, using one cutting board for 
fresh produce and a separate one for raw meat, poul¬ 
try, and seafood. 

* Clean your plate. Never place cooked food back 
on the same plate or cutting board that previously 
held raw food. 

For additional food safety tips, visit Stop & Shop’s 
website at www.stooand shoo.com . For more infor¬ 
mation on keeping food safe, check out the Fight Bad 
website at www.fiahtbac.ora or call the USDA Meat 
and Poultry hotline at 800-535-4555. 



Chiropractic Care 

by Dr. Tami Nelson 
Chiropractic Physician 
Hampden County Chiropractic 
850 Springfield St. - Feeding Hills 
786-4820 


Chronic pain 

The effects of chronic pain can be quite profound. 

I wonder how much low-grade pain a person can tol¬ 
erate on a day-to-day basis. It’s amazing when a per¬ 
son is free from pain, they can’t believe how good 
they feel. They feel energetic, strong, and able to han¬ 
dle any situation. They didn’t realize how much dis¬ 
comfort they experienced and how much the pain 
sapped their energy. 

I have a theory that most grouchy people in the 
world are in chronic pain, they just don’t realize it. 
They believe that’s just the way it is, they’re getting 
“old,” it’s “arthritis,” don’t even bother with the pain, 
because they ignore it. They believe they have a “high 
tolerance” to pain. Outwardly, it takes its toll. The pain 
saps energy, resistance, and the spirit. Soon it takes 
all the person’s energy to deal with the pain, although 
the person is unaware of this. It’s only evident when 
the pain is gone, then one realizes the toll it took on 
the body and mind. 

How do you get rid of chronic pain? This is a diffi¬ 
cult question, as it varies from individual to individual. 
Sometimes chronic pain can be due to musculoskele¬ 
tal problems, the muscles are tight and the joints 
restricted, sending nerve messages of pain up to the 
brain, nerve messages sent from the brain to tighten 
the muscles to protect the area. Thus, a vicious cycle 
is being repeated again and again. Chiropractic care 
effectively treats these chronic pain patterns. It’s won¬ 
derful to see patients free from chronic pain and the 
joint mobility restored. 

Sometimes chronic pain is not due to muscu¬ 
loskeletal problems and requires further exploration of 
the cause. It is very important for these patients to 
keep their immune system as strong as possible in 
order to stay healthy. This includes eating a healthy 
diet, getting regular exercise, and reducing stress. 
Poor diet, inactivity, and a stressful lifestyle all 
decrease resistance and increase the likelihood of 
pain. 

Chronic pain can take a toll on the mind and body. 
Don’t live with it. Explore alternative options to try to 
free the mind and body from chronic pain. 

Dr. Nelson maintains an office at Hampden 
County Chiropractic, 850 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills, 786-4820. 

Essential tremor 


support group to 
meet Nov. 27th 

The Connecticut River Valley Essential Tremor 
Advocates will hold a meeting on Wednesday, 
November 27th, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Chicopee Senior Center, 7 Valley View Court, 
Chicopee. 

The guest speaker will be Antonnelle DeMarcaida, 
M.D., a neurologist practicing at UCONN Health and 
Hartford Hospital. In addition to the diagnosis and 
treatment of essential tremor. Dr. DeMarcaida is con¬ 
cerned with movement disorder research. 

This support group is affiliated with the 
International Essential Tremor Foundation of Lenexa, 
KS. 

Meetings are free, and the group welcomes indi¬ 
viduals with ET, friends, family members, and inter¬ 
ested professionals. 

For more information, please call Judy Kennedy at 
(413) 594-7674. 


For all the hometown news, you turn our pages each and every week ... AANU! 
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Heritage Hall receives grant for 
Career Ladder Initiative 


Genesis Eldercares Heritage Hall Campus has 
recently been awarded an additional $257,000 grant 
by the Commonwealth Corporation Extended Care 
Career Ladder Initiative (ECCLI). 

The ECCLI grant is designed to assist nursing 
home facilities to provide career ladder development 
and training to its employees. These additional grant 
funds are given only to facilities that have demon¬ 
strated the capacity and commitment to conduct train¬ 
ing and education to their staff, particularly to those 
employees in entry-level positions. 

This is the second consecutive year that Heritage 
Hall Campus has received an ECCLI grant. The facil¬ 
ity has used the funds from the first year to develop 
their “Campus on a Campus” career development 
program. This campus-wide program targets over 300 
employees by providing career counseling and sup¬ 
port to employees to develop career goals and a plan 
to achieve them. 

According to Ira Schoenberger, administrator of 
Heritage Hall East, “The program increases employ¬ 
ees’ access to education by bringing it on-site, and by 
developing commitments among managers and 
supervisors. As a result, there has been a culture of 
learning and growth for Heritage Hall employees.” 

Through the implementation of the ECCLI grant. 
Heritage Hall has developed partnerships with the 
Holyoke Community College and Springfield 
Technical Community College to offer a variety of 
courses on-site at Heritage Hall. In addition. Heritage 
Hall’s partners from Worksource Staffing Partnership 
offer career counseling and workshops to enhance 
job skills of all the facility’s employees. 

To date, the career ladder initiative ladder has been 
focused primarily on furthering the careers of the facil- 

Please be sure to patronize your local 


ity’s nurses, as well provide incentives for other 
employees to begin a nursing career. Heritage Hall 
hopes to minimize its need to use agency personnel 
for both licensed nursing and nursing aide staff. The 
facility has been able to reduce the number of avail¬ 
able positions, and currently has eliminated the use of 
agency pool for nursing aide positions. 

Heritage Hall hopes to build on their program’s suc¬ 
cess by using the additional grant funds to expand the 
scope of the program. Schoenberger states, “The 
goal of Heritage Hall’s ECCLI grant initiative was to 
create a campus-wide employee development pro¬ 
gram, which includes not only nursing, but ancillary 
departments such as dietary and housekeeping. In 
addition to GED training, ESL and developmental 
courses in math and reading and writing, this spring, 
we will be offering a mentorship course. Management 
Training, and a Food Service Career ladder. 

The Heritage Campus is now a corporate partner 
and satellite college campus for Holyoke Community 
College, which to date has offered two college cours¬ 
es at Heritage Hall, and will be offering three addition¬ 
al courses for spring 2003. The vision is to create a 
permanent, sustainable, satellite campus for Holyoke 
Community College, open to the community at large, 
that will offer one to two college level courses and 
developmental courses on the Heritage Campus each 
semester. 

Heritage Hall is located in Agawam and is owned 
and operated by Genesis Eldercare. The Heritage 
Hall Campus is comprised of five centers that offer 
specialized rehabilitation services, long-term care, 
and assisted living. The Heritage Hall Campus 
employes approximately 600 people. 

businesses - ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 


Free diabetes 
education classes 
at Mercy Medical 

The Joslin Diabetes Center Affiliate at Mercy 
Medical Center, 299 Carew St., will host a free 
Diabetes Education Class for patients with Type 2 
diabetes on Thursday, December 5th from 7:30 a.m.- 
10:00 a.m. 

People with diabetes are invited to attend “The 
Importance of Mealtime Blood Sugar Control in Type 
2 Diabetes.” 

The class will include breakfast. Attendees will be 
asked to check their blood glucose level before and 
two hours after breakfast. Please bring your glucose 
monitor with you. The class will be held in the Sister’s 
Dining Room. 

Please call the Joslin Diabetes Center Affiliate at 
Mercy Medical Center at 413-748-7181 to register. 

TOPS meets on 
Wednesdays 
in Southwick 

On went the pounds: off goes the weight. Join our 
classes, and you’ll feel great! TOPS (Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly) is an inexpensive way to lose weight. 

We meet Wednesday evenings at the United Christ 
Methodist Church at 222 College Highway (near the 
Big Y plaza). Weigh-in is from 6:30-7:00 p.m. A one- 
hour meeting follows, with educational programs and 
positive reinforcement. 

Your first meeting is free. Come join us. For more 
information, call 569-5645 or 562-4053. 



Christmas Tree Sale 

Starting Saturday, November 3 0th 

Agawam Call Fire Department 

Hours: Mon.-Fri./4PM to 8PM...Sat. & Sun. 9 AM to 8PM 

102 Suffield Street, Agawam 

(near Walnut Street Extension) 

A partial list of the donations 
made from tree sales: 


* The Agawam St. Patrick’s Committee 

* Agawam Soccer Association 

* Agawam Chapter of UNICO 

* Multiple Sclerosis Society in support of 
an Agawam resident 

* Agawam Jr. Women’s Club 

* Agawam Little League 

* Agawam High School Ice Hockey Booster Club 

* Agawam High School Robotics 

* New York Firefighters Widows & Orphans Fund 





IT’S BACK! 

The Ultimate Holiday Gift 
Exchange! Buy $100 In Gift 
Certificates & get 100 Wings 
FREE for Super Bowl Sunday 
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pancakes; just add a little oil to the batter and they 
should be just a bit thicker (the batter, that is). Make 
sure that the waffle iron is completely heated or the 
waffles will not bake up right. 

In waffles, I like to add nut meats. Walnuts or 
pecans make a nice treat. Try using jams instead of 
syrups sometimes. How about fresh fruits like peach¬ 
es, strawberries, or raspberries? 

If you make chocolate chip waffles or pancakes, do 
not use too many chips. They will stick and you just 
want some chocolate flavor, not completely chocolate. 

Crepes are a bit of a challange. The batter is most- 
powdered sugar on their breakfast. It’s kind of like |y eggs and milk with just a TB or 2 of flour added in. 
Chinese or Mexican food; all of the same ingredients They will cook up thin and eggy. 
are there - they’re just prepared differently! 

Let’s start with French toast. You can use regular 
breads, but my favorite bread is a bread from Finland. 

I am no longer sure how to spell it, but we called it 
“momanbola"; this is a sweet, eggy bread flavored 
with cardomum. 

The nearest bread you can by is challah bread 
(they carry it at Geissler’s). 

You need to make an egg mixture. Combine scram¬ 
bled eggs, light cream, cinnimon, nutmeg, vanilla, and 
a bit of sugar. You lightly soak the bread in the mix¬ 
ture, and then place into a buttered saute pan to 
“brown up” on both sides. Drizzle with some real 
maple syrup; serve with a cold glass of milk. WOW! 

In my pancakes, I like to add an extra jolt of baking 
powder and some lemon juice to the batter. Do not 
make the batter too thick or the pancakes will not turn 
out right. They will be so fluffy that a whole stick of but¬ 
ter and a quart of syrup will not make them edible. 

For waffles, use the same batter that you use for 


‘Holiday greetings’ 
from West Spfld. 
Park & Recreation 


“The Food 
Dude ” 

by John Walters 

WMAS 1450 AM 


The fifth annual Recreation Department Holiday 
Music Concert, as provided by the Sound of New 
England Chorus from Bloomfield, Connecticut (under 
the direction of Marion Devokaitis), will be held at the 
West Springfield Senior High School Auditorium on 
Piper Road on Saturday, December 7th, at 2:00 p.m. 

Admission is free. The chorus (SOME) will bring to 
this performance a blend of four-part “a cappella” har¬ 
mony in the barbershop style. 


The 23rd annual opening of “Santa’s House” will 
take place on Sunday, December 8th, at 2:00 p.m., 
with Santa’s arrival at Mittineague Park. Operated by 
the West Springfield Park & Recreation Department 
and the town’s social and civic organizations, “Santa’s 
House" is operated free of charge to provide children 
and adults with the opportunity to visit the “jolly fel¬ 
low.” 

On that day, Santa will greet visitors to his home 
(located at the Route 20 entrance to the West 
Springfield park) from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. and 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. 

Monday through Friday visiting hours are 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. (December 9th through 13th); weekend vis¬ 
iting hours (December 14th and 15th) are 2:30 to 4:00 
p.m. and 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. He will also be available 
Monday through Friday, December 16th-20th, from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m., and on Saturday and Sunday, 
December 21st-22nd, from 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. and 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. Santa will be available for a final visit on 
Monday, December 23rd, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

A Christmas tree (located next to “Santa’s House”) 
will once again be available for decorating with edible 
ornaments for birds and small animals. Please use 
natural materials to hang the ornaments, twine 
instead of wire, so as not to harm the birds’ claws. 


JOHN 
WALTERS’ 
radio show 
can be heard 
each Saturday 
from 12:00 
noon to 2:00 
p.m. on WMAS 
1450 AM... 


Finally, A 30-Year Mortgage 
That Makes Sense ! 


The 15th annual Christmas Carol Sing-Along and 
Elm Street Tree Lighting Ceremony will be held on 
Sunday, December 8th, at 5:45 p.m. The location is 
opposite the West Springfield Post Office. The West 
Springfield Chamber of Commerce will again sponsor 
the display of Christmas lights and trees on the Elm 
Street Common and at the North End Rotary. Also 
continuing their tradition of sponsoring decorations 
throughout West Springfield are United Co-Operative 
Bank, WestBank, and the West Springfield Garden 
Club. 

Caroling will begin at 5:45 p.m. by Richie Mitnick of 
Agawam and his “Sounds of Music" ensemble on the 
Technics organ. At 6:30 p.m., the trees will become 
aglow in lights via the traditional “throwing of the 
switch,” followed by more caroling. (A free carol song 
folder will be distributed.) 

Carlson GMAC Real Estate, located at 85 Elm 
Street in West Springfield, will once again open its 
doors to provide a place for carolers and passers-by 
to warm up with a hot chocolate or coffee, and would 
appreciate a donation of non-perishable canned food 
items for the West Springfield Parish Cupboard. 


You Pick The Fixed Term. No Points. Great Low Rates 


Hampden 

bank 


SEE HOLIDAY GREETINGS-Page 26 


hampdenbank.com YourTe/Bank: 1.800.887.6704 
Springfield: Downtown 736.1812; Allen Street 782.5291 
West Springfield: 781.3360; Longmeadow: 567.3321 
Agawam: 821.9437; Loan Center: 452.5120 


*Hates effective as of! 1/4/02. Subject to change without notice. 

Annual percentage rate (APR) based on 20% down payment for a S100.000 
loan. First rate adjustment after the third, fifth, or seventh year. Subject to 
qualification. Repayment per $1,000 borrowed - 3/3 year ARM $5.h: 

5/5 ARM S5.84: 7/3 year ARM $6.16. 


ts} Equal Housing Lender Member FDiC Member DIF 


STears 4.75”/» 5.1 

54% 

w“ APR* 

fixed for g 

5 years 5.^ 

>5% 5.i 

f 37 

' W # APR* 

7 years e-OO”/” 5.1 

i53 

f WW APR* 
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The Red Door Theatre presents 
holiday shows for the family 


The stocking is full at the Red Door Theatre and 
there’s something for the whole family. Up next is the 
second play in The Tiny Tale Theatre series designed 
for the pre-school to primary audience. 

“The Mirror Man,” by Brian Way, is a magical story 
of a toymaker who brings a doll to life through the 
magic of a book hidden in the mirror of the Mirror Man. 
The old woman who commissioned the doll is more 
interested in the book than the life-size toy and when 
the toymaker learns she is a witch, he enlists the aid 
of the Mirror Man and the audience itself to save the 
day. 

Featuring directors Margie Secora and Lyle 
Pearsons as the witch and toymaker, the play also 
marks the return of actress Marcy Secora, who has 
been working in California on several T.V. series and 
a movie project. , 

She will play the role of the doll, while Scott Belisle, 
most recently seen as Hansel in November’s Tiny Tale 
Theatre, will portray the Mirror Man. 

Tickets are only $5 and may be reserved by calling 
the box office at 789-2026. “The Mirror Man" is sched¬ 
uled for one performance only on Saturday, 
December 14th at 11:00 a.m. 

Currently in rehearsal is the Hilltop Players Family 
Theatre’s production of “The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever.” This funny holiday comedy of how the worst 
kids in the world, the Herdmans, take over a local 
church Christmas Pageant will convince even the 
“Grinchiest” humbugers that the magic of the season 
can bring out the best in the worst of us. 

The first act of the evening’s presentation is a holi¬ 
day cabaret filled with Christmas music, comedy, and 
the famous “Dancing Reindeer.” 

Even Jingles will be there! Who? Come and find 
out December 6th and 7th at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
December 8th at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are $8 for adults 
and $6 for seniors and children under 12. 

Treat yourself and your family to a break from the 
holiday hustle and bustle by visiting this intimate, fam¬ 
ily fun theatre nestled atop the hill on the grounds of 
the Valley Community Church located at 152 South 
Westfield St. in Feeding Hills. Tell them “Jingles” sent 
you. 



THE FAMOUS “DANCING REINDEER” 
will make an appearance at The Red Door 
Theatre as part of their holiday production, 
December 6th and 7th at 7:30 p.m. and 
December 8th at 2:00 p.m. The comedy and 
music-filled variety show is the first half of the 
evening’s presentation. The hit comedy, “The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever,” completes the 
fun-filled holiday program. Call (413) 789- 
2026 for ticket information. 
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Tuesday Morning 
Music Club to 
present concert 

On December 3rd at 10:30 a.m., the Tuesday 
Morning Music Club will present a concert featuring 
Allan Taylor (organ/harpsichord), Sudie Marcuse- 
Blatz (soprano), and Charles Page (organ). Allan and 
Sudie are from Agawam, and all three of them are 
professional artists and performing members of the 
Club. 

The concert will take place at the First 
Congregational Church, 18 Broad Street, Westfield. A 
reception will follow the concert. 

Admission is free, and all are welcome. For further 
information, call 568-8405. 

Celebrate the holidays 
at Springfield 
Symphony Hall 

The joy of the holiday season will rise up in song 
and music at Springfield Symphony Hall at two 
“Holiday Pops" concerts at 8.00 p.m. on Saturday, 
December 7th, and at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
December 8th. 

The orchestra, chorus, and audience will have an 
old-fashioned sing-a-long, and they will be visited by 
a jolly old gentleman. (Hint: he will be wearing a red 
suit!). New and unwrapped toys for the Pioneer Valley 
Head Start organizations will be accepted in the lobby 
during each concert for the “All I Want for Christmas” 
program (sponsored by NEWS40). 

Tickets are available from the Springfield 
Symphony Box Office, 15 Market Place, downtown 
Springfield, or can be charged by phone (VISA, 
MasterCard, or Discover) by calling (413) 733-2291. 
Tickets range from $12 to M2, and are half-price for 
youths ages four to 17. A 25-percent discount is avail¬ 
able for groups of 10 or more. 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS - from Page 25 

These yuletide festivities in West Springfield are 
suitable for people of all ages, and the public is cor¬ 
dially invited to attend these free presentations. For 
immediate events weather update information begin¬ 
ning the week of December 2nd, call 781-3020 after 
3:30 p.m. 

The West Springfield Park & Recreation 
Department is located at 26 Central Street, Suite #19, 
and its phone number is (413) 263-3284. 


***** 

Want to keep up on all the latest news in Agawam and Feeding 
Hills? Then be sure to subscribe to The Agawam Advertiser News! 
A one-year subscription costs only $26, so mail your check today to 
“The Advertiser News,” P.O. Box 263, Feeding Hills, MA 01030. 
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AGAWAM 
DENTAL CARE 

James Maslowski DMD / Ronald Pahl Jr. DMD 


The key to good oral hygiene is a 
regimen of regular professional care. 
Preventive dentistry will help to avoid 
the pain and expense associated with 
more serious dental problems in the 
future. 

Avoid problems before they start, call 
for an appointment today. 

Ronald Pahl Jr. D.M.D. 

James E. Maslowski D.M.D. 


Feeding Hills 
1325 Springfield St. 
786-7313 


Springfield 
1490 Allen Street 
782^242 
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Last Week’s Solution... 
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Meet The Master " by Dick Mastroianni... 


QESQiD cmaa 

s ailQDD □□□□□ 

wwnmmuiaianQm 

□□□□□ QBaaQ 
□BBB □□□□ 

BEIQ □□□BB □□□□ BOB 
□□□□ OBBO □□□□ QBQQ 
3DQB BDBB BBaBB BBBQ 
nuam flOQD □□□BB uBrnm 
aOB □□□ BBaBB □□□□ 
3BG] BQBD DBQ QQBB QBD 
□□□B □□□□□ □□□ OBB 

□□QB □□□□□ aBBB BBBBj 
aOBG □□□□□ BBBD □□□□ 
BDOB BOBB □□□□ BBDB 
3BD BBOB BDBBD BBCl ^ 
BOOB □□□□ BBBGIB B ^ 
□□□DB BDBBD aBOa BOB 

□□□□□□□□bqbbbbbbd uum 

BBBQB aBBBB DBOBB BOB 
□BOD BBBB BBBB aOO 


ACROSS 

1 Meadow land 
4 Snacked 
7 Certified public 
accountant 
10 Thai 

13 Build up 

14 Distress call 

15 Coal scuttle 

16 Barbarian 

17 Square for the faith¬ 
ful 

20 Ike’s WWII com¬ 
mand 

21 Tax agency 

22 Respect 

23 “Neat as_” 

24 Singing voice 

26 AMA members 

27 Removes the water 

28 Boxer Muhammad 

29 Canonized femme 

31 “Cheers” regular 

32 Ear part 
34 Recede 

36 Mommy 

37 Look 

38 Harriet Beacher_ 

40 Famous cookies 


43 Sleep 

45 Place 

46 Farm building 

47 Annoying, like a bug 
bite 

48 Throw 

50 Thieves’ hideout 

51 Computer memory 
unit 

52 Headed 
54 Ditto 

56 Society newcomers 

57 Tenpin 

58 Only 

59 Unrefined metal 

60 English crown jew¬ 
els depository 

65 Zilch 

66 Is 

67 School group 

68 Professional 

69 Young lady 

70 Berlin's land 

71 Male cat 

72 Insane 

DOWN 

1 _Vegas 

2 Epoch 

3 French friend 


4 Houston’s baseball 
team 

5 Bests 

6 East southeast 

7 Champs 

8 Read attentively 

9 Advertisements 

10 Egypt’s remem¬ 
brance of the past 

11 Daydream 

12 Privy to 


55 Sign of the zodiac 

56 Ding’s partner 

57 Read attentively 

58 Upon 

60 Fall behind 

61 Choose 

62 Typing rate 

63 Epoch 

64 Pole 


18 Wit lead-in 

19 Sticky black sub¬ 
stance 

23 Perfumes 

24 Lotion ingredient 

25 Cracked American 
symbol 

26 Liability 

27 Genetic code 

28 Entire 
30 Screen 


33 Puts up 

35 Snake 

36 Note 

39 0pp. of tame 

41 Fake butter 

42 Scion 
44 Her 

47 Portugal’s peninsula 
49 Very small bird 

52 Lining 

53 The_(final word) 

★ ★★★★ 


Suffield Players 
to hold auditions 

The Suffield Players will hold auditions for their 
spring production of Stephen Sondheim’s 
“SWEENEY TODD,” on Sunday and Monday, 
December 15th and 16th from 6:00-9:00 p.m. at his¬ 
toric Mapleton Hall in Suffield. 

Callbacks will be December 17th from 7:00-9:00 
p.m., and a sing/talk through will be held in January, 
prior to the start of rehearsals. Auditioners should 
come prepared with 16 bars of music. Show dates are 
April 24th, 25th, 26th, and May 2nd, 3rd, 9th, 10th, 
16th, and 17th, 2003. 

Sharon FitzHenry will direct, with Amy Crawford, 
music director. For more information, please call 860- 
647-9156. Also check the Players’ website at 
www.suffieldDlavers.ora . 

Springfield 

Turnverein 

176 Garden Street, Feeding Hills 

786-0924 


BINGO 

(A Smoke-Free Environment) 

EVERY SUNDAY 6:30 P.M. 


Catering To - Weddings, Banquets, 
Parties and Receptions 

Karaoke - Fridavs at 8 P.M. 


Two Rooms Available With Seating Up To 250 People 


If you visit the Advertiser News’ office at 23 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills (above 
Remillard Insurance), please note that our main entrance is in the back. Thank you... 

Home Equity Loan? Car Loan? 

NO PROBLEM! 

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL CREDIT UNION 

More Than Competitive Rates 
Open To All Who Live Or Work In Agawam 


Call Today For Further Information 
Concerning Terms And Rates - 786-2100 


Agawam Federal 
Credit Union 


iiciJA 


Mon. • Tues. - Wed. 9-4 
Thurs. - Fri. 9-5 


4 Washington Avenue Extension, Agawam 




































































NATJ 

EMEU 


THIS Friday 11/29 


Buy one numbered or lettered 
entree & get one free. 

(higher price prevaiis) 

. Must present coupon. One coupon per visit. 
Valid for 1 day ONLY! 
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Update on sixth- 
graders’ Washington 
D.C. trip in April 


Honoring our veterans at Rohinson Park 


A meeting was held on Wednesday, October 9th, at 
the Agawam Middle School to introduce the trip to 
Washington, D.C. to this year's sixth-graders. 

Although this trip is not sponsored by the school, its 
purpose is to give students the opportunity to go to 
New York to see the Statue of Liberty, to Washington, 

D.C. to see some of the many attractions, and to 
Philadelphia to learn about our history there. 

The trip will begin on Monday, April 21, 2003, with 
our first day spent at the Statue of Liberty and the 
Liberty Science Center. 

On Tuesday, we continue by coach to Washington, 

D.C., where we will spend that afternoon and the next 
two days exploring museums, visiting memorials, 
meeting elected officials, seeing the original 
Declaration of Independence, and hopefully watching 
money being made! In the evening, we plan to have a 
DJ/pizza party, go to a student dinner theater. The 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the 
Hard Rock Cafe, and a nightlight tour of the monu¬ 
ments. 

As we start our journey home on Friday, April 25th, 
we will stop in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for a stop 
at the U.S. Mint, lunch, and a walking tour of the his¬ 
toric district. 

This trip is open to sixth-grade students of Agawam 
or who attend Agawam Middle school; however, it is 
not a school trip. The one “catch” is that each student 
must submit a report card (copy) showing no 3’s or4's 
in conduct. The grade does not matter to me, but bad 
behavior will cause the student to be ineligible to 
attend. 

The cost for this trip is $450, which includes trans¬ 
portation, lodging, all meals, and admission fees. The 
chaperone-to-student ratio is 1:4, with a few "floating” 
chaperones. Currently, there are several student slots 
open; however, there is a waiting list for parent chap¬ 
erones. 

Deposits of $100 per person are now being accept¬ 
ed and must be received before candy can be picked 
up. Candy sales are not required; however, if a stu¬ 
dent chooses to, proceeds from the candy sales will 
defray the cost of his/her trip. 

Speaking of candy, if there is anyone in the busi¬ 
ness community willing to sell candy at his/her work¬ 
place, please contact me and I will gladly arrange it. 

Monthly payments of $100 (minus candy money 
credits) would need to be sent in November, 

December, and January, with a final payment in 
February. 

Checks should be made out to the “Washington 
Trip Account” and sent in care of Rachel Thomas, 43 MRS. REGISH IS PICTURED with some of the fourth-graders 

Janelle Drive, Agawam, MA 01001-2735. For further to contribute to their Veterans’ Day display: Brandon Ave 

information, vou can visit our website: www.aeoci- r. ... ... 

. ,. \ . . . ——L" Bruso, Lindsay Paul, and Kaitlvn Payette. 

ties.com/dcsat . (Notices will be posted on the web- ___ _ _^^_ 

up The 


THE FOURTH-GRADE CLASS OF BARBARA MICHONSKI REGISH at Robinson Park 
School (Room 20) recently put together a Veterans’ Day display in the school’s main entrance. 
The students included Abigail Asselin, Brandon Avery, Brittany Barry, Roger Bruso, Jessica 
Colson, Michael Cristina, Aleksey Domnenko, Michael Edwards, Joseph Gill, Jannie Gonzalez, 
Adam Hulse, Julia Lloyd, Michael Nicoli, Kyle Ottomaniello, Lindsay Paul, Kaitlyn Payette, 
Angelino Placanico, Cory Potvin, Cassandra Rivest, Jeremy Slinsky. 


For the best in local goods and 
services, be sure to check our 
classifieds each and every 
week ... ADVERTISER NEWS! 


MRS. REGISH ASKED VETERANS’ AGENT EDWARD KELLOGG for his 


assistance in put¬ 
ting together the Veterans’ Day display at Robinson Park School. Kellogg praised Mrs. Regish 
and her students for honoring and remembering our nation’s veterans. 
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“Teacher Feature ” - 

sponsored by Giovanni’s Italian Pastries... 


Special needs children at heart with Pam Jones 

by Kathy Shepard 

Feature Editor 


People who have known Agawam High Special 
Education teacher Pam Jones for many years 
describe her as a “caring, generous individual." 

These traits make her a natural when it comes to 
working not only with special needs students, but also 
with their families. 

Teaching or placing students with special needs 
requires a quiet determination and a broad compre¬ 
hension of resources available for various impair¬ 
ments. It requires the strength to continue providing 
guidance even when the student or family members 
look for a target on whom to vent their frustration and 
confusion in dealing with a special needs situation. 

Until very recently, Mrs. Jones served as out-of-dis- 
trict liaison, a position she loved and did extremely 
well for 12 years, but the position was eliminated. 

She told us, “I especially loved working with my out- 
of-district population. The students and families were 
so very special to me. They were not just routine 
meetings to attend. These students were important 
people to me. I would monitor their progress monthly 
and get to know them. It always brought me great joy 
to see the many successes these students achieved 
after working in the appropriate placement. Just last 
year, seven students graduated who had been placed 
out of district for a time, and many are in community 
colleges. 

“Those who did go on to community college have 
been placed in employment situations and all are 
doing a nice job. The school system should be really 
proud. Without School Department support, none of 
this would have happened. Helping people triumph 
over the odds is extremely rewarding, and I am thank¬ 
ful that I had something to do with these success sto¬ 
ries," she added. 

In fact, Mrs. Jones’ accomplishments would be bet¬ 
ter understood to the community if it were not for laws 
concerning privacy, to which she has adhered without 
exception. Mrs. Jones has been so discreet about the 
names of her students and the nature of their disabil¬ 
ities that many administrators, educators, and citizens 
do not realize what a diffeence she has made to spe¬ 
cial needs students who are enjoying successful lives 
as a result. 

Mrs. Jones has worked for the Agawam School 
Department almost all of her career in education. She 
worked one year in Springfield as a long-term substi¬ 
tute at Forest Park and Putnam High School prior to 



PAM JONES 

her employment with Agawam. 

Over the past 26 years in Agawam, Mrs. Jones has 
been a high school reading and resource room 
teacher and school adjustment counselor. For the 
past 12 years, she has served as Out-of-District 
Evaluation Team Leader for the School Department. 

After graduating from Agawam High School, Mrs. 
Jones obtained a bachelor of arts from Westfield State 
College and a master’s in Education in teaching read¬ 
ing from American International College. 

Teaching reading gave her the opportunity to com¬ 
bine what she had learned in both psychology cours¬ 
es and English courses. After working in Springfield 
for a year and working three-quarter time as a reading 
tutor for Agawam, Mrs. Jones was appoached by for¬ 
mer Assistant Superintendent (and later 
Superintendent of Schools) James Bruno and was 
asked if she would be interested in working the fol¬ 
lowing year in a new Special Education Program 
called 766. 

Always anxious to meet a challenge, Mrs. Jones 



Walk-Ins Welcome 


PRO PATRIA 


260 Surrey Road, Springfield, MA 01118 


Saturday, December 7, 2002 
8:00 am - 12:00 noon 
Snow Date, December 14, 2002 

for students interested in applying to 
grades 9,10, or 11. 


Completed admissions application 
needed for registration. 


Don’t delay. Apply today! 

Placement Exam necessary for Acceptance 


Call 782-5285 for an Admissions Packet! 
www.cathedralhigh.org 


accepted Bruno’s offer. Her K-12 reading certification 
did not qualify her to become a Resource Room 
teacher. So, she spent “the most grueling summer" of 
her life taking part in an innovative certification pro¬ 
gram for Special Education teachers through area col¬ 
leges that included Smith, American International, and 
UMass. 

“For the entire summer, I would be up at 4:30 a.m. 

I would get my young daughter (Susan) off to swim 
camp and speed up Route 91 to Northampton for 
classes which began at 8:00 a.m. School lasted most 
of the day, until 4:00 p.m., when I would race down 91 
again to pick Susan up. At home, I would cook, clean, 
hit the books until 1:30 or 2:00 a.m., and sleep for a 
few hours until the whole process began all over 
again.” 

Prior to the onset of her teaching career, Mrs. 
Jones experienced some direct contact with a cogni¬ 
tively delayed individual, her brother-in-law, Wayne. 
Mrs. Jones explained, “My husband was Wayne’s 
guardian, but we were both involved in his care. He’d 
been placed in Monson Development Center during 
the 1960’s, when most congnitively delayed individu¬ 
als were placed in state facilities. We’d visit Wayne 
often, but eventually he began to visit us at home. 

“We were looking for a more appealing situation 
around the same time that the state was becoming 
more enlightened about treatment of the disabled and 
de-institutionalizing clients, and Wayne became part 
of the original Consent Decree and was assigned a 
Department of Mental Retardation social worker. She 
worked closely with him and us to find a suitable 
group home, where he became fully self-supporting. It 
was a wonderful feeling to be involved in such a suc¬ 
cess story. I guess working in special education is a 
natural for me. 1 love it.” 

Mrs. Jones has been teaching in a Special 
Education Resource Room at Agawam Hiigh School 
since the start of school this year. 

Although Mrs. Jones lived in West Springfield for a 
time and attended elementary and junior high school 
in that town, she was born in Agawam and has spent 
most of her life here. Her commitment to the commu¬ 
nity is evident through her many years of public serv¬ 
ice, beginning when she was 21 and was the first 
woman in Agawam to be elected to a public office. 
She was elected to the Agawam Park and Recreation 
Commission, serving as chairwoman until the former 
town manager form of government eliminated all 
elected commissions. 

During that time, Mrs. Jones and then-Park and 
Recreation Director Jack Kunasek worked closely 
with former State Senator George Hammond of 
Westfield to write and sponsor a bill which resulted in 
the construction of the state swimming-pool on 
Maynard Street in Feeding Hills. 

“My community has given so much to me, such as 
an education, a good life, and a healthy place to raise 
a family. I just want to be able to give something back 
to it,” Mrs. Jones told us. “This community provided 
those of us who grew up here with ethics, values, and 
a real sense of community. Perhaps it was because 
Agawam was such a small, close-knit community in 
my younger years. I guess love for and loyalty to first, 
my family, and then community are among my most 
important values.” 

Mrs. Jones glows when discussing her daughter, 
Susan, whom she describes as a very private person. 
“As her mother, I feel she is an extraordinary young 
woman. She has accomplished so much with her life, 
including a wonderful education and a career in help¬ 
ing others. I could not be more proud of her. Who 
could ask for more in a daughter?" 

Mrs. Jones is an avid animal lover, a characteristic 
which her daughter also exhibits. She has rescued 
animals from cruel situations many times. “I think I get 

SEE PAM JONES - Page 30 
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* GRADE EIGHT: 

Thomas Alvano, Christopher Alvanos, Michael 
Andrews, Cassandra Ashwell, Elizabeth Avondo, Joel 
Bailey, Rachel Baptiste, Mauricio Barboza-Castillo, 
Ryan Barrington, Brett Barry, Christina Bertrand, 
Brian Boglisch, Paul Bondarenko, Andrea 
Braccialarghe, Caitlin Breault, Ashley Brinkmann, 
Glenna Brooks, Steven Butt, Seth Carrier, Daniel 
Cassidy, Jr., Lauren Chartier, Heather Coache, 
Anthony Costa, Nicholas Dassatti, Caitlyn Davis, 
Andrew Dawson, Adam deLiefde, Joshua Dion, 
Rachel Dionne, Leah Drewnowski, Amy Dulude, Kida 
Ejesi, Stephen Ferrigno, Christopher Fish, Brian 
Foley, Linda Fortunate, Dirk Gendron, Christopher 
Ghidoni, Paul Glantz. 

Nicholas Goss, Caitlin Grimaldi, Brittany Gutowski, 
Michael Hajdamowicz, Chelsea Hendricks, Emma 
Hendry, Randolf Holmes, Eric Holt, Natalie Honsinger, 
Caitlin Hurley, Katelynn lacolo, Samantha Justilian, 
Justine Kedzior, Carly Keeiey, Danil Kizilov, Jessica 
Kodess, Nicole Kozikowski, Stephan Krach, Theresa 
Krach, Greggory Lane, Joseph Lepianka, Jessica 
Liquori, Samantha Lisee, Sarah Long, Lauren Longhi, 
Kathryn Lynch, Kelly MacIntyre, Lauren Maloney, 
Ashley Martin, Christina Maynard, Brian Merriam, 
Makila Messier, Brittany Michel, Erica Morris, Caitlin 
Niemiec, Molly Nowill, Amelia O’Hare, Ashley 
O’Keefe, Katelyn Olson, Kevin Osgood. 

Stephanie Pacitti, Julie Parisien, Ewa Pawezka, 
Kaleigh Payette, Lindsey Pfau, Nicholas Pioggia, 
Timothy Piquette, Adam Plante, Kelly Poirier, Katarina 
Perth, Ashley Rescigno, Ryan Ribeiro, Kurt Ripke, 
Amanda Ripolone, Myungsun Ro, Matthew Roberts, 
Sarah Roos, Rebecca Rosenberg, Bryan Roy, 
Danielle Russo, Nicholas Savard, Meaghan Serra, 
Nickul Shah, Heather Smethurst, Rosina Songorova, 
Lauren Sotolotto, Cory St. Germain, Brendon Struck, 
Amanda Therrien, Kathleen Thibodeau, Caitlyn 
Tierney, Paul Trimbolli, Shaun Troy, Gyslain Turgeon, 


Victoria Vilkhovoy, Kelsi Watkins, Kelly Williamson, 
Megan Wills, Ashley Wolos. 

* GRADE SEVEN: 

Nicholas Abraham, Daniel Anderson, Emily Baker, 
Christina Barbarisi, Jessica Beroth, Joshua Blood, 
Carisa Bobskill, Kimberly Bock, Phillip Boglisch, 
Nicole Cameron, Eric Cancelliere, Kristen 
Cardaropoli, Ashley Carmel, Mackenzie Cassidy, 
Shannon Colby, Rebecca Colson, Brian Costello, 
Andrew Dean, Salvatore DePalma, Justina Disantis, 
Sergey Domnenko, Katherine Figella, Theresa Glod, 
Adam Gonyeau, Julie Gorman, Anna Govor, Erica 
Graves, Joseph Grimaldi, Arten Grushetskiy, Paige 
Harbey, Charlene Harnish, Beth Heyden, Colin 
Hensel, Lisa Hersey. 

Shauna Howe, Lindsay Jacks, Caitlin Kelley, 
Roman Kizilov, Jan Kuczarski, Chelsea Lafontaine, 
Emily Laliberte, Eric Lane, Matthew Lapins, Joseph 
Largay, Houssam Lazkani, Amanda Ledwith, Frank 
Liberty, Jamie Litchfield, Meghan Little, Brett 
Lombardini, Jessica Long, Sara Lovotti, Steven Lucia, 
Crystal Lyons, Matthew MacFadzen, James Mackin, 
Kayla Manzi, Jessica Marceno, Meghan Masciadrelli, 
Daniel Matron!, Elizabeth Mattarazzo, Angela Mercier, 
Mary Michaud, Anthony Morassi, Ryan Morrie, Kaitlin 
Neilsen, Allison O’Brien, Matthew O’Brien. 

Kaitlyn O'Connell, Neil Patel, Frank Payeur, 
Jessica Peck, Marc Penna, Matthew Pittenger, 
Rachel Pokorny, Daniel Polaski, Bryanna Prout, 
Kelsey Reed, Sarah Reutt, Travis Ritter, Carla Rosati, 
Nimish Shah, Samantha Shay, Andrea Simmons, 
Nicholas Sliech, Danielle Stelma, Lindsay Strole, 
Heather Thompson, Justin Timmons, Tyler Toyfair, 
Sapa Truong, Karissa Venne, David Vilkhovoy, 
William Vinesett, Andrea Walsh, Daniel Walsh, Sean 
Walsh, Stephen Walsh, Andrew White, Ashley 
Williams, Mark Wingard, Alexander Zmaczynski, Eleni 
Zouridakis. 


From The 
AHS Guidance 
Office,.. 

by Judy Cohen 
Agawam High School 
Guidance Counselor 


Thanksgiving 

How quickly the pages on the calendar turn. It’s 
almost time for ole Tom Turkey to grace our table and 
I am delighted. 1 guess it’s because Thanksgiving 
gives me time to pause from my hectic schedule and 
to muse about all the reasons I have to be thankful. I 
mean, most days I am so caught up in my everyday 
tasks that I really do not stop along the way to think 
and rejoice in just being. 

As 1 sit at my computer, I muse about my life. It has 
been a full one so far, filled with sorrows, with joys, 
with failures, and successes. All have added to my 
tapestry of life; all are an integral part of me. For the 
good times and the bad times, I am grateful. I have 
learned from them, I have grown from them. They 
have helped make me who I am today. 

Yes, I am fortunate. My husband is there to greet 
me when 1 come home. He listens to my troubles, 
rejoices in my successes, and nurtures my spirit. But 
those are things I have come to expect; those are 
things that 1 know will happen. Yet. how often do I truly 
realize how lucky I am that he is there, that he does 
care, that we have traveled the road of marriage 
together for almost 40 years, making compromises, 
muddling through some misunderstandings, yet 
always regrouping and showing our love and respect 
for each other? 

And what about my sons? Oh, how 1 miss the con¬ 
stant noise and confusion that filled our home as 
three boys would run through the house, yell mes¬ 
sages, play catch in the living room, and drop clothes 
as they went from room to room. The house was in 
chaos, but that was okay. It was alive; it was bustling; 
it was filled with energy. But the boys have moved on. 

I am so proud of them. They are self-assured, self- 
sufficient, conscientious, and caring. They will always 
be my children, but now they have taken on the added 
dimension of friend and for this 1 am so pleased. Two 
have married and chosen wonderful women who 
have become the daughters I never had. Terrifice 
wifes, they complement my sons, enrich them, and 
make them so happy. One son has three daughters, 
one has one daughter. How beautiful! I hug them, I 
kiss them. I marvel at their growth, and their achieve¬ 
ments. I melt when they call me grandma. They are 
my future and 1 am so thankful. My third son is 
engaged to a great gal who already fits right into the 

SEE JUDY COHEN - Page 31 


PAM JONES - from Page 29 them and so am I. 

“Right now, 1 only have two dogs, which are bea¬ 
my love for animals from my father. I can’t remember 9 les named Lady Sarah and Lord Sampson. But if I 
our going anywhere without a pet. We always had one could, 1 would have a whole houseful of pets, Mrs. 
or two dogs and cats. My father was just crazy for Jones said. 

“TEACHER FEATURE” IS SPONSORED BY order ahead, call 789-8900, or just stop in. Why not 
GIOVANNI'S ITALIAN PASTRIES, located at 719 enjoy a flavored coffee or cappuccino in the 

Main Street. Agawam Center. Giovanni's has cakes ■ Giovanni's Coffee Shop? Each “featured" teacher 

for all occasions, including its famous rum, whipped i r. // t 7 

, , , , r ^i^d his/her three guests are welcome to stop in at 

cream Italian, ricotta, chocolate mousse, strawbeny 

mousse, etc., as well as an endless variety of mouth- Giovanni's to enjoy a complimenta,y flavored coffee 
watering Italian pastries and cookies' What s more, cappuccino with a delicious pastiy. Your hosts - 
they ore now making homemade Italian bread. To the Russo Family ... Tony, Bnmo, and Teresa. , 




Turley Publications, Inc. 


is growing. We need to add 
permanent, energetic and 
motivated people to our staff. Turley Publications is a company of 
diversity and is an Equal Opportunity Employer. We offer an 
attractive benefits package, including health insurance and a 
401K Plan. Our pressrooms and all other production areas are 
comfortably air conditioned. 

POSITION AVAILABLE: 


ELECTRONIC PREPRESS SPECIALIST - Are you a talented electronic pre¬ 
press specialist? Do you thrive in a fast paced, challenging environment? If so, 
join a stable, growing family business committed to attracting the best. 
Responsibilities include preflighting and outputting film from customer supplied 
electronic documents in preparation for both sheetfed and web offset printing 
presses. The ideal candidate will need to be able to meet tight deadlines and must 
possess the ability to work with department heads to prioritize projects and keep 
the presses running. Knowledge of Quark, PageMaker, InDesign, Acrobat and 
Photoshop for the Macintosh are a must with additional knowledge of Illustrator, 
Freehand and the PC a real plus. Full time, all shifts available. 

Please mail resume to: 

Keith P. Turley 

Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or email resume to: Kturley@turley.com 


ADVERTISING 

ACCOUNT 

EXECUTIVE 


Turley Publications, Inc. 


Come and join our team. Turley Publications Inc. is the fastest 
growing publisher in Western Mass. With 14 weekly and two 
monthly magazines we have opportunities for experienced 
advertising and marketing executives. Pleasant working condi¬ 
tions, competitive compensation and benefits, 401 k. 

Send resume to: 

Kirk Davis 
V.P. of Publishing 
Turley Publications Inc. 

24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
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family. Their life together is just beginning and holds 
such great promise. 

I think of my parents. My precious father is no 
longer with us, but while he was alive, he was such a 
presence in my life. I have but to close my eyes and 
conjure up his image, his handsome visage, and 
booming voice. He is not with me in body, but in spir¬ 
it and has left me with a legacy of memories for which 
I am grateful. My mother is now in her 90’s. The rav¬ 
ages of old age are taking their toll; I cannot stop the 
process, yet I can still reach out to her and be thank¬ 
ful for her presence. I can still hold dear the memories 
that brought us close, that will forever be embedded 
in my heart. 

From family to work, my mind travels. I realize how 
lucky I am to work with children who keep me young, 
who give me so much more than I give them. They 
nourish my soul, they help me grow in understanding. 
As I watch them mature over the years, I feel fulfilled. 
Perhaps I have helped in their growth, perhaps I have 
positively affected their lives. What could be more 
rewarding? Even after graduation, some continue to 
keep in touch, including me in their life cycles, letting 
me know about their ventures. One has moved into 
my home and has brought back some of the noise, 
confusion, and happiness that only a youthful pres¬ 
ence can impart. I have reveled in watching him go off 
to college, to explore new vistas, and to increase his 
understanding, wisdom, and intellect. I am thankful 
for his presence and his continuous growth. 

Yes, as I wax nostalgic about my life, I smile, for I 
am so fortunate. For life, for freedom, for education, 
for family, for friends, for health, flor love ... for all 
these I give thanks. 

As I look around my Thanksgiving table this year, I 
will be warmed by the faces that surround me, that 
complete me, define me as a person, and give my life 
so much meaning. To all of you, my readers, I wish a 
happy Thanksgiving. May you, too, be warmed by \he 
love of family and friends. May your lives be bountiful 
with joy and good health. 

Agawam Jr. High 
to conduct “Fall 
Parents’ Night” 

The Agawam Junior High School will conduct its 
annual “Fall Parents’ Night” on Tuesday, December 
3rd, from 12:15 p.m. to 2:15 p.m., and from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. Dismissal for students will be at approxi¬ 
mately 11:15 a.m. 

All parents of seventh- and eighth-grade students 
are welcome to attend this annual conference night, 
which features brief meetings with teachers and staff 
members. Classroom secretaries will schedule five- 
minute appointments with individual teachers. 

The “Fall Parents’ Night” is an excellent opportuni¬ 
ty for parents to visit the school, where they may 
review their child’s academic progress. 


Tired of waiting at 
automated can 
redemption 
machines??? 

Come To 

C&B REDEMPTION 

with your can & bottle returns 

FAST, 

EASY & 
CONVENIENT 
204 Springfield Street, Agawam 

(across from Taylor Rental) 

OPEN 9:00AM - 6:00PM Daily 
Organizations Welcomed: 

Church - School - Scouts - Etc. 


* GRADE SIX: 

Isabel Ablianitis, Henry Adams, Yekaterina 
Agibalov, Kendra Albano, Tyler Alves, Garrett Asselin, 
Alycia Atkinson, Felicia Baiardi, Kaitlin Ball, Nicole 
Beaudry, Benjamin Belcher, Joseph Blais, Chelsea 
Blanchard, Brie Bobecki, Austin Bodzioch, Alexandra 
Bonavita, Ashley Breault, Brianne Brinkmann, 
Jheremy Brown, Ronald Cabana, Christopher Camp, 
Lindsay Caroleo, Angela Casinghino, Megan 
Chapman, Justin Chartier, Brandon Chase, Jamie 
Colburn, Brandi Cooper, Steven Costa, Michael 
Counos, Kathleen Cristelli, Michelle Curtis. 

Fedoslya Domnenko, Taryn Dooley, Kimberly 
Dorans, Alyssa Doyle, Katelyn Doyle, Mackenzie 
Doyle, Megan Dupre, Kerri Ann Egan, Abigail Eger, 
Jacob Ferreira, Nicholas Ferreira, Steven Fiedler, 
Ashley Fink, Benjamin Fish, Jonathan Forfa, David 
Franco, Joseph Frigo, William Gabel, Nikita Garcia, 
Jonathan Gardner. 

Jacob Garfield, Denise Gates, Cori Geiger, Laken 
Gendron, Kristin Gill, David Glista, Matthew Graham, 
Ashley Gumlaw, Jessica Hale, Christina Hanke, 
Lauren Hayden, Jennifer Hensel, Dean Howard, 
Michael lellamo, Meghan Judd, Liya Katalnikova, Eric 
Knox, Jacob Kopyscinski, Alexander Koulgeorge, 
Kevin Kozikowski, William Krach, Stephanie Kudlic, 
Sujay Kulshrestha, Collin Langlois, Jeffrey 
LaZazzera, Brandon Learned, Matthew Lemieux, 
Corinne Lewis, Alexi Lovechio, Frank Luvera III, 
Kimberly Lynch, Kayla Lyons. 

Elizabeth MacFadzen, Kevin Mallory, Kevin 
Mangano, Gena Mangiaratti, Daniel Masciotra, 
Anthony Masotti, Andrew Mattarazzo, Meghan 
McGuire, Patrick McLane, Lilia Melnichuk, Abigail 
Messick, Emily Mias, Kamila Misiak, Zachary 
Mongeau, Rebecca Montano, Antonia Moore, Megan 
Moriarty, Jonathon Mortenson, Devon Mozdzanowski, 
Ryan Muller, Kara Murphy, Haley Muzzy. 

Pratiti Nakrani, Erin Nichols, Katarzyna Nowik, 
Brendan O’Brien, James Olson,* Timothy Olson, 
Alexander Orban, Caitlin Paulin, Christopher Peucker, 
Joseph Pirro, Allison Plante, Nicholas Planzo, Nicole 
Proulx, Matthew Rannenberg, Michael Rigali, Allyson 
Ripke, Corey Roberts, Victor Ronca, Gabriela Rossi, 
Joseph Roy. 

Frank Sacco, Nitesh Sankalla, Delanie Sapelli, 
Nathaniel Scuderi, Nicole Seymour, Khalid Shehemi, 
Kaitlyn Sherry, Rebecca Skiba, Daniel Sole, Emily 
Soto/otto, Sarah St. Germain, Rebecca Stanton, 
Brittany Struck, Anthony Strycharz, Alyssa 
Styckiewicz, Kellie-Anne Suska, Chelsea Theroux, 
Katelin Therrien, Brittney Twohig, Jillian Van Ness, 
Cory Vendergrift, Paul Vecchiarelli, Philip Vecchiarelli, 
Amy Vermette, Michael Watts, Kaitlyn Weyant, Ryan 
Wheeler, Allyson Wight, Kristopher Wilson, Alison 
Woods. 

* GRADE FIVE: 

Alyssa Abraham, Samantha Abraham, Ashley 
Allen, Gregory Auld, Joshua Bailey, Jacqueline 
Bakhtiar, Evan Bard, Michael Beaulieu, David 


Bonavita, Kristine Bonneville, Andrew Bortolussi, 
Nicholas Boucher, Megan Breault, Keven Brown, 
Leonard Brusso, Arianne Brust, Lukas Buiso, Jared 
Burinskas, Brittney Bussiere, Courtney Bussiere. 

Gabrielle Calvanese, Sarah Carmel, Kelsey 
Caroleo, Kristopher Carrington, Laura Carter, Jennifer 
Casinghino, Alexander Cassell, Matthew Cassie, 
Andrew Cayer, Samantha Charest, Brittney Chechile, 
Victor Ciurleo, Christopher Copeland, Jamie 
Corriveau, Kyle Craig, Ashley Cross, Aaron Cushing, 
Victoria Czupta, Joseph D’Agostino, Sarah Daglio, 
Giani DePalma, Deepa Desai, Dina Desai, Justin 
Dion, Miranda Dondero, Danielle Dubuc, Maxine 
Dudek. 

Tyler Egerton, Alexander Einzig, Andrew Ellsworth, 
Katherine Fife, Joshua Fisher, Steven Fleming, Jacob 
Fogg, Shannon Foley, Ashley Fortier, Timothy 
Fournier, Caitlin Frazier, Jessica Friedrich, Nichole 
Gambaccini, Dylan Garfield, Stephanie Gay, Rene 
Gemme, Heather Ghidoni, Nicholas Giusto, Elizabeth 
Gloster, Gabrielle Gonet, Nicolette Gonyea, Erik 
Goodhue, Nicholas Gould, Gina Grimaldi. 

Michael Hacking, Charles Haggerty II, Kimberly 
Hitchcock, Rae-Lynn Houle, Adam Howe, Gina 
lannuzzi, Ja Im, Sara Jensen, Alexander Jones, 
Jennifer Kapinos, Kyle Keeley, Samantha Kelleher, 
Colleen King, Kathryn King, Steven Klimczak, Alexis 
Knowles, Daniel Kononitz, John Kudlic, Stefani 
Laflamme, Kyle LaFoe, Katelyn Landry, Karina Litvak, 
Morgan Lockwood, Chapin Long, Zackary Loos, 
Douglas Loubier. 

Briana Maggi, Mary Malone, Cam Martin, Nikolai 
Martin, Abbey Massaro, Anna Matys, Nicholas 
McCann, Kara McCormick, Timothy McDonald, 
Brandon McElligott, Robert McGeoghan, Daniel 
McKenney, David Melnichuk, Talia Messier, Michael 
Meunier, Matthew Michaud, Cara Mittler, Brittany 
Montanez, Anthony Montano, Scott Morace, Nicholas 
Morassi, Ryan Mulkem, Karen Muller, Patrick Murphy, 
Brianna Nemeth, Brianna Newton, David Olbrych, 
Kyleigh Oliveira, Ricki Olson. 

Brianna Paine, Cameron Paleologopoulos, Victoria 
Parent, Kevin Paulin, Michael Paulin, Carley Pelletier, 
Christina Pietroniro, Amanda Pittenger, Brooke 
Quesnel, James Regnier, Anthony Rescigno, Austin 
Roberts, Taylor Roberts, Jenna Roy, Kayla Ryan, 
Gregorio Santa, Kyle Santos, Laura Sapelli, Talia 
Saracino, Stephanie Scherpa, Rebecca Schnepp, 
Brandon Serafino, Dina Shevchuk, Bradford Siegars, 
Jennifer Simone, Caitlin Simpson, Joseph Slaimen, 
Cody Smith. 

Alla Songorova, Cody Springer, Alexandra St. 
John, Hali Stanikmas, Katherine Stanton, Michael 
Stempel, Shannon Stephens, Amber Szczebak, 
Karen Tang, Douglas Telford, Brittany Theroux, Nicole 
Theroux, Michael Tirozzi, Sarah Torrey, Joseph Toto, 
Brian Toussaint, Alyssa Ugolini, Scott Urban, Molly 
Uzar, Michael Vilkhovoy, Thomas Walker, Scott 
Williams, Allyson Witaszek, Justin Wright, Oleg 
Yermakov. 


For the best in local goods and services, be sure to check our 

classifieds each and every week...AAN!!! 

WJra^are'SouthwCchpcrred^ty^a^Cn^ 

TTve^MacVuTfi^Schcrol' 

Join current and prospective parents for a 

KeceptCon/ 

hosted by Southwick parents 
Wednesday, December 4 
7:00 p.m. 

or come to an 

Operi/Houie' 

Sunday, January 12 
1:00 p.m. 

Please R.S. V. P. to Admissions by December 2 for reception 
Grades 6—12 413-734-4971 www.macduffie.com One Ames Hill Drive, Springfield 



Regina Yopak & Clayton Fails, 
Soutfnvick MacDiiJpe students 
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* SENIORS: 

Daniel Adamski, Kevin Athas, Andrea Babbin, 
Kevin Baptiste, Catherine Baum, Aimee Beaudette, 
Rebecca Berta, David Bienia, Maciej Biskup, Ashley 
Blanchard, Stacy Boisjolie, Frank Bond, Dale 
Bouthiller, Angela Buendo, Lindsay Carey, Rebecca 
Carey, Alexis Chretien, Christin Cilimberg, Danielle 
CIrillo, Carlie Colson, Heather Cox, Lieghanna 
Daigneau, Jenine Davignon, Paul Delton, Kelly Doyle, 
Daniel Drewniak, Suzanne Dudley, Ian Elkins, Chad 
Farrington, Michael Ferrigno, Kevin Fleming. 

Nicole Gendreau, Camilla Godell, Gunjan Gotra, 
Andrea Greaney, Kevin Grimaldi, Ciara Groom, Ian 
Hamlett, William Hamre, Christopher Holl, Cristina 
leraci, Rachel Keenan, Linda Kelley, Stella Knapik, 
Nathan Krach, Jocelynn Kraus, Nicholas Krolicki, 
Paul Lagasse, Michael Lalli, Patrick Landers, Taryn 
Lapponese, Sherri Laskowski, Rahada Lazkani, 
Bruce Leclair, Justin Lepard. 

Daveen Macsata, Christopher Malloy, Ashley 
Marek, Amanda Maynard, Kelli McKenna, Laura 
McNeish, Megan Mercadante, Olga Meyko, Nina 
Murray, Corey O’Connor, Joscelyn Paulin, Jodie Pfau, 
Courtney Poirier, Julie Pontz, Kelly Reilly, Myungsuk 
Ro, David Rosenberg, Victoria Ruhl. 

Gina Saimeri, Jennifer Sharpe, Angeline Simone, 
John Slachetka, Brian Sojkowski, Brenden Sullivan, 
Benjamin Sunny, Victoria Taylor, Brittany Theriaque, 
John Tisdell, Nicole Vadnals, Cori Verteramo, 
Samantha Waite, Patrick Walsh, Cylyn Williams, Tara 
Witte, Andrew Wynne, Ryan Zaczynski, Laura Zerra. 

* JUNIORS: 

Alexander Alvanos, Brian Athas, Michael Audette, 
Teresa Bonavita, Kelly Borkosky, Danielle Borsari, 
Kevin Bosini, Jason Briotta, Tami Burmeister, Randal 
Carlton, Lianne Castellanos, Jennifer Castle, Brendan 
Cayer, Sara Cote, Elizabeth Couture, Aaron 
D’Amario, Jennifer Depelteau, Christine Dettman, Neil 
Donah, Sara Dorans, David Duplessls, Meghan 
Ennis, Jennifer Epaul, Casey Federico, Michelle 
Figella, Katherine Forbes. 

Kaitlin Gallagher, Erinn Gormley, Anthony 
Gfassetti, Trevor Gregor, Amanda Hamel, Lindsay 
Harnois, Matthew Hartmann, Lauren Heiden, Kyle 
Henry, Kevin Hsu, Sarah Huffman. Amanda Janik, 
Laura Jutte, Meghan Kelly, Katie Knodler, Daniel 
Korney, Kyle Lafontaine, Sarah Landry, Jessica 
Lemieux, Rebecca Leupo, Alicia Linder, William 
Loong, Amy Lownds, Dina Lukina, Nicholas Lyman, 
Michael Lynch, Tory Lyons 

Ashley Macey, Marc Maloney, Daniel Mancini, 
Anthony Manzi, Erin Marsh, Sarah Meiers, Christina 
Metcalf, John Montalvo, Pavlina Moysis, Kathleen 
Nelson, Lyudmila Nikolaychuk, Katherine O’Connell, 
Ariel O’Malley, Andrew Oleksak, Kristen Ott, Aditya 
Patel, Daniel Quigley, Amanda Reed, Brenton 
Reveruzzi, Christopher Rheault. 

Jeffrey Sabola, Brian Santos, Anthony Sapelli, 
Bethany Schivley, Patricia Sheehan, Megan Smith, 
Kristen Sopet, Holly Stano, Paul Surowiec, Emily 
Sussman, Jeffrey Trauschke, Alissa Tully, Jessica 
Tully, Eva Udobina, Victoria Urrea, Ashley Velosky, 
Drew Maluski, Michael Witherell, Annemarie Zaffetti, 
Jenna Zelisko. 

* SOPHOMORES: 

Joseph Albano, Nicholas Alvanos, Jennifer Bock, 
Stacy Boisvert, Barbara Brizzolari, Brian Burton, 


Justine Cadieux, Michelle Cadieux, Christine Cassidy, 
Scott Castle, Michael Chmura, Jennifer Clark, Kevin 
Clark, Patrick Conchieri, Leah Cook, Adam Corbin, 
Daniel Cosgrove, Nicholas Crescentini, Jamie Cullen, 
Nicholas Demetrion, Caroline Elkins, Alex Ellsworth, 
Michele Eisner, Caleigh Ferguson, Kelly Follis, 
Joseph Fortunate, Jordan Frederick. 

Bethany Garvin, Caitlin Geaughan, Jaclyn 
Geaughan, Gina Gessay, Jonathan Gibbons, Maria 
Giraldo, Alexander Gohn, Ashley Gorman, Katie 
Gorman, Karyn Gottardi, Zoryana Grebinnik, Thomas 
Hamilton, Jeannine Hastings, Kristan Heaton, Daniel 
Higgins, Nicholas Jacks, Sonja Jedziniak, Susan 
Jenney, Konstantin Khayev, Stephanie Klebes, 
Benjamin Kochanowski. Joseph Koehler, Danielle 
Lafond, Jeffrey Lagasse, Kristen Laliberte, Bryan 
Lane, James Lewin, Mathew Lewis, Lauren Liberti, 
Nathan Little, Cali Longtin. 

Kevin Malloch, Tiffany Manzi, Joseph McGeoghan, 
Ryan McLane, Thomas Mercadante, Erin Milillo, 
Carmino Mineo, Jennifer Montagna, Ashley Morris, 
Daniel Murphy, Derek Myers, Eric Niedziela, Shane 
O’Sullivan, Amy Osgood, Angela Pandolfi, Kaylie 
Paquette, Venu Patel, Kirsten Patrick, Anna Pawezka, 
Lauren Peltier, Kevin Pender, Marc Pereira, Kristen 
Pfau. Jessica Phillips, Sara Marie Pioggia, Jessica 
Pokora, Michael Posnik, Jennifer Rider. 

Matthew Sadowski, Melanie Sampson, Maria 
Santaniello, Michael Santos, Jessica Santucci, Kurt 
Schebel, Daniel Serna, Emily Siedlik, Brian Simpson, 
Fedor Skovorodin, Abriana Spagnoli, Jamie Spear, 
Ami Sullivan, Jacqueline Svadeba, Vanessa Tencati, 
Scott Thomas, Michael Thompson, Michael Toto, 
Erica Troy, Anthony Verteramo, Jeffrey Walker, Julie 
Wills, Nicole Woszczyna, David Zaffetti, Alyssa 
Zmaczynski. 

* FRESHMEN: 

Olivia Aimua, Angelina Barbarisi, Maximilian 
Bertrand, Jennifer Bessette, Zachary Bruneau, t^ell 
Cameron, Emily Cassidy, Justin Chretien, Daniel 
Cirillo, Nicole Cirillo, Brian Costello, Alycia Cove, 
Nicole Cristelli, Alison Dassatti, Nicholas Dimaio, 
Celina DiSantis, Nicholas Egerton, Brendan Ennis, 
Michelle Epaul, Diana Forbes, Nicole Frazier, Cassie 
Freeman, Alexander Friedrich, Ashley Fuller. 

Samantha Gambaccini, Stephanie Gamelli, 
Gregory Gay, Tiara Ghedi, Chelsea Goodhue, Tammy 
Gorman, Sophie Gould, Christina Graziano, Aaron 
Hibbert, Alicia Holl, Justin Howe, Bichna Im, Jonathan 
Jordan, Heather Kauffman, Kristopher Kelly, Elizabeth 
Klimczak, Ryan Kocot, Christine Kretschmar, 
Rebecca Largay, Lindsie Lavin, Monica Lefebvre, 
John Leydon, Michael Longhi, Peter Longhi, Mia 
Lovechio, Julianne Lucas, Amy Luginbuhl. 

Angela Mancini, Kari Marceno, Brian Marchese, 
Joel Melendez, Sarah Metcalf, Stephanie Midura, 
Luca Mineo, Heather Moffatt, Jonathan O’Brien, 
Jason Olbrych, Matthew Oleksak, Misal Panchal, 
Sara Penna, Cayle Perry, Julianne Persico, 
. Christopher Phillips, Justin Pitoniak, Laura Provost. 

Viktoriya Radkovets, James Rannenberg, Joseph 
Reutt, Stephanie Rivard, Kevin Roberts, Paige 
Roberts, Carlo Ronca, Matthew Sabola, Shelley 
Schivley, Megan Sellers, Katelynn Springer, Matthew 
Styckiewicz, Kailin Szymanski, Kara Taupier, Michael 
Uzar, James Valenti, Nicholas Vershon, Mitchell 
ViVenzio, Richard Walker, Julie Warchol. 


Benjamin Phelps Elementary School kicks 
off its annual “Month of Giving” 
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\ Agawam Schools’ | 

I weekly lunch menu ! 

I Agawam High School I 

I Mon., Dec. 2nd: Five French toast sticks w/dip- j 
[ ping sauce, two sausage links, baked potato ! 

! rounds, assorted chilled fruit, baked crisp w/top-. 

I ping. I 

I Tues., Dec. 3rd: Half day (no lunch served). I 

I Wed., Dec. 4th: Five chicken nuggets w/dipping I 

' sauce, steamed white rice, seasoned corn, assort- j 
[ ed chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. j 

I Thurs., Dec. 5th: “Gilardi’s" stuffed crust pizza, | 

I garden salad w/dressing, assorted chilled fruit, | 

I school-baked cookie. I 

I Fri., Dec. 6th: Spicy chicken pattie on a roll in I 
I wrapper, individual Doritos, vegetable of the day, j 
I assorted chilled fruit, dessert of the day. [ 

I Junior High School I 

I Mon., Dec. 2nd: Grilled cheese sandwich, I 
I baked french fries, seasoned green beans, assort- 1 
I ed chilled fruit, orange blossom cake. I 

j Tues., Dec. 3rd: Half day (no lunch served). . 

I Wed., Dec. 4th: Jumbo baked pretzel w/cheese | 

I sauce, buttered noodles w/broccoli cuts, assorted | 
I chilled fruit, dessert of the day. I 

• Thurs., Dec. 5th: “Gilardi’s” stuffed crust pizza, j 

* salad w/dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school- j 

! baked cookie. . 

j Fri., Dec. 6th: Turkey, bacon, & cheese club | 
I sandwich w/lettuce & tomato, individual Lays chips, | 
1 assorted chilled fruit, Otis Spunkmeyer cookie. | 
I Agawam Middle School I 

j Mon., Dec. 2nd: Five honey BBQ chicken ! 
I nuggets, steamed white rice, seasoned green ■ 
I beans, assorted chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. | 
I Tues., Dec. 3rd: Half day (no lunch served). I 
I Wed., Dec. 4th: Buttered noodles w/meat sauce j 
j on the side, warm breadstick, seasoned green j 
j peas, assorted chilled fruit, Jello w/topping. . 

I Thurs., Dec. 5th: “Gilardi’s" stuffed crust pizza, | 
I salad w/dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school- 1 
I baked cookie. I 

I Fri., Dec. 6th: Hot dog on a roll w/condiments, j 
j baked potato wedges, fresh chopped coleslaw, j 
[ assorted chilled fruit, school-baked brownie. . 

I Elementary Schools I 

I Mon., Dec. 2nd: Five honey BBQ chicken I 
I nuggets, steamed white rice, seasoned green I 
I beans, assorted chilled fruit, pudding w/topping. [ 

I Tues., Dec. 3rd: Half day (no lunch served). ■ 

I Wed., Dec. 4th: Buttered noodles w/meat sauce | 
I on the side, warm breadstick, seasoned green I 
I peas, assorted chilled fruit, Jello w/topping. I 

j Thurs., Dec. 5th: "Gilardi’s” stuffed crust pizza, j 
j salad w/dressing, assorted chilled fruit, school- j 
I baked cookie. • 

I Fri., Dec. 6th: Hot dog on a roll w/condiments, j 
I baked potato wedges, fresh chopped coleslaw, | 
I assorted chilled fruit, school-baked brownie. I 

I_^_I 

AHS Parent/Teacher 
Conferences to be 
held December 3rd 

Agawam High School will hold Parent/Teacher 
Conferences during the AFTERNOON AND 
EVENING OF DECEMBER 3RD. 

Students will have a half day and be dismissed at 
10:49 a.m. The time scheduled for the afternoon 
Parent/Teacher Conference will be 12:00 noon-2:00 
p.m. The time scheduled for the evening 
Parent/Teacher Conference will be 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

This is an opportunity to discuss your child’s 
progress with his/her teacher. 

Report cards will be issued prior to the 
Parent/Teacher Conferences. If you have questions 
or concerns, please make sure you visit with your 
child’s guidance counselor during the afternoon/ 
evening conference times. 


Benjamin Phelps Elementary School kicked off its 
annual Month of Giving the week of November 12th- 
15th with a Penny Drive for Toys for Joy. 

Students brought in rolled and loose pennies 
throughout the week with the proceeds going to Toys 
for Joy. 

The Penny Drive was the first in a four-week-long 
Month of Giving that encourages Phelps students to 
focus on helping others during the holiday season. 

During Week Two (November 18th-27th), new 


reading and coloring books are being collected for 
patients at Shriners Hospital. 

Week Three (December 2nd-6th) will solicit non- 
perishable food items to be distributed to those in 
need by the Agawam Junior Women's League. 

The Month of Giving will conclude December 9th- 
13th, when a tree will be set up in the lobby of the 
school for donations of new hats, mittens, scarves, 
and gloves. 

These items will go to the May Institute. 
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Future Teachers conduct Blood Drive at AHS 




\ 








ALAN NEWHOUSE (second from the left), 
Agawam store manager for Dave’s Soda & Pet 
City, is pictured with the presidents of 
Agawam various elementary school PTOs 
(from left): Kimberly O’Brien, Granger 
School; Lisa Booth, Clark School; and Paula 


Jl-i3 


AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS give blood at the Annual American Red Cross Blood 
Drive. From left: Ashlee Montessi, Jenn O'Clair, Ashley Mutti, and Christine McGavin. The 
event is sponsored by the school's Future Teachers. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shcpard. 


Preston, Phelps School. (Not pictured: 
Robinson Park’s PTO president.) 

Dave’s Soda & Pet 
City donates to 
school PTOs 

Throughout the month of October, Dave’s Soda 
and Pet City with locations in Agawam, Springfield, 
and Hadley, sold pumpkins for $1.50 each and as a 
special gift from Dave’s, 100 percent of the money 
raised in the Agawam store was earmarked to benefit 
the PTOs for Agawam’s four elementary schools. A 
total of $200 was raised. 

In the Agawam store, the PTOs from Robinson 
Park. Sc'noo\, Granger Schoot, Ben\am\n Pheips 
School, and James Clark School were recipients of 
$50 each to use for their respective PTOs. 

The promotion was successful at all Dave’s loca¬ 
tions with more than $550 in total being presented to 
schools in Agawam, Springfield, Hadley, and 
Amherst. 

Dave’s Soda and Pet City is located at 11 Ramah 
Circle. 

James Clark School’s 



AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL Future Teachers advisor Ralph Figy gives "the gift of life" at the 
American Red Cross Blood Drive sponsored by the Future Teachers. Assisting Ralph is Bonnie 
Rydell of the Red Cross. Advertiser News photo by Kathy Shepard. 


School Improvement 
Council agenda 

DATE; Tuesday, December 3rd 

TIME; 4:00-5;00 p.m. 

PLACE; Principal’s Office 

1. Call to order and attendance. 

2. Approval of minutes from November 6, 2002 
meeting. 

3. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Review the literacy activities that occurred in the 
month of November. 

b. Discuss the use of the walkie-talkies and the 
subsequent emergency drill that will occur in 
December. 

c. Review the exact amount of money available for 
the remainder of the year. 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Share information on grant money possibilities 
(LIGHTSPAN). 

b. Review the latest enrichment survey sen home 
for mini-course offerings. 

c. Discuss additional “safety” ideas necessary to 
that component. 

d. Brainstorm ideas for a school brochure for Clark 
School. 

e. Discuss possible changes in the Integrated pro¬ 
grams for 2003-2004. 



HELPING TO ORGANIZE the American Red Cross Blood Drive at Agawam High School are 


V 




members of the Future Teachers. Back row (from left): Shannon McDyer, Kristen Strole, and 


advisor Vladimiro Orefice. Front: Megan Mercadante, Andrea Conte, and Aimee Beaudette. 
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“WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!!!”: Agawam High gymnastics team members celebrate after winning the Western Mass, team title last Friday 
night (November 22nd) at Chicopee Comp High School. 

AHS gymnasts overwhelm field 
to take Western Mass, crown 


Babbin stakes claim to third All-Around title 


After the vaulting and the uneven bars at last Friday 
night’s (November 22nd) Western Mass, gymnastics 
championships, the predicted two-team race between 
top-seeded 17-1 Agawam High and second-seeded 
17-1 Pittsfield was afoot. 

Actually, the Generals led the Brownies by three- 
tenths of a point following the uneven bars, with the 
beam (the meet’s third rotation) facing Agawam 
squarely in the face. 

It was the beam that cost the Brownies their second 
consecutive Western Mass, title a year ago, when 
Westfield High posted the upset by a scant three- 
tenths of a point. 

Twelve months later, the Brownies were like a 
focused laser beam in this discipline. 

With three scores over 9.0 and the lowest being a 
strong 7.9, the Brownies totally dominated the rest of 


Buy one numbered or lettered 
entree & get one free. 

(higher price prevails) 

Must present coupon. One coupon per visit. 

Valid for 1 day ONLY! 


the meet at packed Chicopee Comprehensive High 
School to win a landslide victory, their second sec¬ 
tional title in three years and third in six years (1997). 

Agawam’s school-record 138.725 team points was 
also a Western Mass, championship meet record, 
according to first-year Coach Lindsey Hadden as she 
celebrated with her team following the awards cere¬ 
monies. 

Pittsfield finished with 134.625, and 2001 champ 
Westfield placed third at 132.65. 

Senior co-captain Andrea Babbin won her third 
consecutive all-around title in a rare tie with Pittsfield 
junior Katie Flynn, 36.25 each. This represented 
career-highs for both Babbin and Flynn. 

In staking a claim to this year’s all-around title, 
Babbin is the first Western Mass, gymnast in 13 years 
to take three straight. It may be a long time before her 
three-year run is duplicated at Agawam High. 

“I was so happy for Andrea,” Hadden said. “All the 
hard work paid off for her. She has been such a leader 
and inspiration for this team. This was such a team 
victory and no one was happier than Andrea.” 

Junior Katie Malloy, Babbin’s partner in the all- 
around competition, placed a solid fifth with an eye¬ 
opening score of 33.55. 

“I tried very hard to reassure the girls before the 
beam because some of them were very nervous, and 
the returning kids remembered that it was the team’s 
failure on the beam last year that cost us the champi¬ 
onship,” Hadden explained. 


Hadden never expected these results, however. 

After freshmen Sara Penna (8.35) and Diana 
Forbes (7.90) performed their beam routines like sea¬ 
soned veterans, Katie Malloy (8.5), Katie Nelson 
(9.10), and Mary Zajac (9.0) - all juniors - set up the 
career-high 9.35 finish by Babbin to completely over¬ 
whelm the Generals and the rest of the field. 

“When Sara (Penna) and Diana (Forbes) stuck 
their routines (on the beam), there was a general relief 
going through the whole team and you could see the 
kids’ confidence rising,” Hadden noted. “We have 
never stuck it like that before, and I can’t imagine 
many other teams in this tournament have ever per¬ 
formed at such a high level on this event before. Not 
one of our girls fell off the beam during their routines." 

The Brownies placed four in the top six in the beam 
competition, including two (Babbin), four (Nelson), five 
(Zajac), and six (Katie Malloy) to turn the nail-biting 
meet into a rout. 

Babbin was the only competitor to attempt a front- 
tuck as part of her beam routine. She stuck it as the 
Agawam supporters roared in approval. “You won’t 
see that move in high school gymnastics. It’s very dif¬ 
ficult. Andrea wanted it so badly and she was so 
happy after her routine.” 

To signature their impending victory, the Brownies 
placed three in the top six in the concluding floor exer¬ 
cise (Babbin, third at 9.20; Alicia Malloy, fourth. 9.15; 
and Katie Malloy, fifth, 9.10). 

SEE GYMNASTICS - Page 35 
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MEMBERS OF THE AGAWAM HIGH GYMNASTICS TEAM talk CO-CAPTAINS OF THIS YEAR’S 2002 Western Mass. Champs - 
with one of the judges at Friday’s night Western Mass. Championships junior Katie Nelson (left) and senior three-time all-around champion 
on Friday night. Andrea Babbin. 



SENIOR ANDREA BABBIN, the three-time 
Western Mass. All-Around champion, was 
honored on Friday, November 8th for scoring 
her 1,000th point. 


JUNIOR MARY ZAJAC en route to a huge 
performance on the beam at the Western 
Mass. Gymnastics Championships last Friday 
night. 


KATIE MALLOY, who placed fifth for 
Agawam High in the all-around competition, 
prepares for her next event at the Western 
Mass. Gymnastics Championships last Friday 
night. 


* 


GYMNASTICS - from Page 34 

In the vaulting to open the meet, Babbin led the 
way with an 9.05 - a career high as well as her third 
straight title in that event. She was the only Brownie in 
the top six. 

On the uneven bars, it was Babbin again at 8.65, 
her third straight title in this event. 

Again, she was the only Agawam performer in the 
top six. 

With the beam and the floor exercise looming 
ahead after the uneven bars, and with Pittsfield seem¬ 
ingly leaving little margin for error, the Brownies put 
the pedal to the metal and never looked back. 

Babbin’s personal duel with Flynn was also being 
closely observed. Flynn pressed the issue after a 9.45 
floor exercise, forcing Babbin to respond. Babbin’s 
floor exercise concluded the meet and it didn’t disap¬ 
point. She equalled her career-best (9.20). 

The judges, after a slight delay, announced the tie 
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between Babbin and Flynn. Babbin practices with the 
Pittsfield ace at Whip City Gym in Southwick, and the 
two are good friends. 

According to Hadden, the efforts outputted by Alicia 
Malloy, Zajac, Nelson, Penna, and Forbes in the pres¬ 
sure cooker bodes well for the future of AHS gymnas¬ 
tics. All will return next year. 

“After we received our team trophy, the kids were 


so excited. They were screaming the whole time 
home on the bus. They all felt this was redemption for 
last year. I think the character and closeness of this 
team was defined in the last two events. 

"I doubt if another team in these championships 
has ever put together back-to-back events like we did 
on the beam and floor exercise. Maybe someone has, 
but our team score really says lots about us as a 
team,” Hadden stated. 


V&F Auto Service 

443 Springfield Street, Agawam 

(413)789-2181 } 


Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.; 
Sat., 8:00 A.M. - 12:00 Noon 
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Let’s Work Together - Keep 
Education Rolling 


We are committed to your children and IVe fVant To 
Keep Education Rolling, So please participate 
in our Keep Education Rolling program. Simply 
tell us you would like to participate before 
we close your invoice and we will donate 2% 
of your total invoice to the Agawam Schools! 
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6 Reasons To Call V&F Auto Service 


1. Well fix only what is necessary. Well NEVER pressure 
you into getting additional work done. 

2. All work is guaranteed with a 6 month labor/! year 
parts warranty. 

3. We use only the latest in diagnostic equipment to make 
sure your problem is fixed right THE FIRST TIME! 

4. We can provide a local ride for you. We want to make 
getting your vehicle repaired as convenient as po.ssible. 

5. Our technicians are ASE certified to make sure you get 
the highest quality repairs possible. 

6. Coast to coast guarantee on most parts. 

Visit Our Web Site - 
www.vfauto.com 
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Auto Repair 
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Frank Palange 


BRAKE SYSTEM 
FLUSH 


IP 


Manufacturer Recommended 
Service To Avoid 
Costly Repairsl 

Protect your 
brake system 
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TRANSMISSION 
FLUSH SPECIAL 

* Flush and ni transmission system up to 
12 qts. of Mer/Dox Fluid 

* Tire Rotation (os noodod) 

* Froo alignmeni check 

* Inspect bolts and hoses (most vehicles) 

* Tost battery & charging system 

* Extonsivo vehicle safety ktspection 

* Consultation on problems you may bo having 
witli your car 

CkfZ Moat vehicles 
^ f (Reg. $89.95) 

Mutt pnMam coupon whan aear la wneaft 
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AUTUMN 

SAFETY SPECIAL... 


$34.95 

Rog. 

$69.95 


1) OIL i FR.TER SERVICE (up lo 5 guana} moat vaMdaa 
• aocn* n*n aSghtfy Nghar 

2) TIRE ROTATXM. a* naadad 

3) COMnXTE BRA)^ NSPEC- 
TX)N 

4) CHECK ANTIFREEZE & ALL 
FLUIDS 

5) INSPECT BELTS A HOSES 

6) TEST BAHERY & CHARGING SYS¬ 
TEM 

7) EXTENSIVE VEHICLE SAFETY 
MSPECnON 

8) CONSULTATION ON PROBLEMS YOU MAY BE 
HAVING WITH YOUR CAR 
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RADIATOR 

Flush, Fill & Pressure Test 

$ 44.95 

Includes up to 2 gals, 
of anti-freeze 

FREE tire rotation. FREE 
safely check & FREE 
alignment check. 

Most cars & light trucks. 
Expires 12/12/02. 
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THE PLAYERS AND COACHES OF THE Agawam High football Brownies are hard at work preparing for the annual Thanksgiving morning 
clash vs. arch-rival West Springfield at Clark Field in West Side. Game time is 10:00 a.m. The Brownies go in with a 5-5 record. Photo courtesy of wait 

Steinmclz Photography. 


Favored Brownies hope to bake Terriers on Thanksgiving 


Thanksgiving is a time when many of us gather 
together with our families to feast upon a hearty meal, 
and reflect on past days shared with loved ones. 

For many residents of Agawam and We’6t 
Springfield alike, it is also a day when we leave the 
comfort of our warm beds to brave the blistering cold 
of a late fall morning and huddle collectively on oppo¬ 
site sides of a football field. We do this not because 
we have to. We ignore the threat of pneumonia and 
frostbite because we love to. 

For some of us, it’s the rivalry that keeps us going. 
For others, it’s as much as part of the Thanksgiving 
Day tradition as the turkey on our tables. 

Knowing what all of this means to us as familes, 
friends, and fans, you can imagine how it affects those 
both coaching and playing the game. 

Agawam High Coach Tad Desautels has been with 
Agawam since 1999 and has had success against 
West Springfield. The 5-5 Brownies have beaten 3-6 
West Side in two out of their last three meetings. In his 
first year, Desautels’ team won quite handily (27-6) 
and finished the season with a record of 6-4. The fol¬ 
lowing season, Agawam played a close game but lost 
by a 20-yard field goal in the final seconds (17-14). 
Last year, the Brownies defeated West Springfield 
again, this time by eight points (14-6). 

“It’s always been very even,” said Desautels. 
“Several West Side teams have beaten Agawam, and 
several Agawam teams have beaten West Side. 
Every time we play them, our records get thrown out 
the window.” 

Desautels is a native of South Hadley, but he says 
he has always been aware of the rivalry. Now that he 
is a part of it, he agrees that it’s a good thing for every¬ 
one involved. 

“The rivalry is great for the team, the school, and all 
of the sports here,” Desautels said. “It’s a tradition we 
have football-wise that’s been going on for a very long 
time. The Thanksgiving Day game versus West Side 
ends the season on a positive note. It’s always great 
playing a team you have such a tradition with. If you’re 
having a poor season, it’s something to play up for 
and be really excited about. If you’re having a great 
season, it’s something to keep you focused on to con¬ 
tinue having a great season.” 

West Side Coach Jack Risso had similar comments 
to make about his own players. 

"This is almost like a second season when we face 


by Jason LaFleur 

Sports Writer 

Agawam,” said Rizzo. “The players get keyed up more 
for this game. They dig deeper and push a little hard¬ 
er. It’s the last time the team will be together. Having 
a great game against them just makes the turkey taste 
better. 

Rizzo is in his first year with the team. Prior to his 
arrival at West Springfield, Rizzo was the head coach 
for the Wilbraham-Monson Academy football team. 

After eight years with the program, he left to coach 
for Cathedral, but following a brief stay, made his way 
back to Wilbraham-Monson. According to Rizzo, one 
of the highlights of coaching for the academy was 
being able to recruit Agawam players. 

Rizzo is no stranger to the rivalry tradition. In fact, 
he and his five brothers all played football for West 
Side. Rizzo served as the captain of the 1977 squad 
and was an All-League/All-Western Mass, outside 
linebacker. 

Historically, both Agawam and West Side have had 
their fair share of “small town” dislike for one another. 
Considering the game’s popularity and all of the 
hoopla that surrounds such a fierce rivalry, it’s an obvi¬ 
ous assumption that emotions run high. 

“In the past, there has been some nonsense,” said 
Rizzo, “but this is a game of respect and honor. We 
play with a lot of integrity and these players are all 
classy kids. It’s just a game, but sometimes the par¬ 
ents and the media hype it up. It’s Thanksgiving, after 
all; someone has to win, someone has to lose.” 

In regards to the rivalry, there’s no doubt that a 
great deal of preparation is involved for this game. 

“We want to make sure we are really mentally pre¬ 
pared for the game,” said Desautels. “It is a very emo¬ 
tional game. We like to talk to our kids and tell them 
not to play the game emotionally, but play with enthu¬ 
siasm. Emotions can be very high, or they can bring 
you down very low. If you play with enthusiasm, that’s 
a high, and it’s always going to be a high.” 

The Brownies have also been preparing them¬ 
selves physically. With the help of strength and condi¬ 
tioning Coach Chris Benjamin, Agawam is stronger 
and faster this year. They will need to capitalize on 
these essentials, as they will be facing a huge West 
Springfield offensive line and a potent running game 
as well. Rushing behind a line that weighs 275 across 
has given the West Side backs a chance to pile up 
some yards. Co-captain and tailback Mike Tibo is one 
of them. Currently, he is 50 yards shy of 1,000. 


When speaking of his players, Desautels men¬ 
tioned that the levels of preparation among his seniors 
are much higher. “The seniors definitely prepare a lot 
harder because it’s their \ast game,” remarked 
Desautels. “They demand a higher intensity from the 
underclassmen because of it. The younger players 
understand this and they want to make it special for 
them.” 

Some of the players who will be wearing the 
“orange and brown" for the last time include All- 
Scholastic quarterback Joey Clark, All-Scholastic run- 
ningback Ryan Lottermoser, runningback Mike Piccin, 
and All-Scholastic linebacker Mike Locke. 

Clark is currently leading his team in yardage with 
860, averages 6.3 yards a carry, and has 11 touch¬ 
downs. Lottermoser has 92 carries for 407 yards, 
three touchdowns, and nine catches for 153 yards 
and one touchdown. 

Piccin, who just started carrying the ball at mid-sea- 
son, has 50 carries for 225 yards and two touch¬ 
downs. 

Locke has been an unstoppable force on defense 
with 111 assisted tackles, 47 solo tackles, 35 tackles 
for losses, and 15.5 sacks (173.5 tackles total). 

Other impact players include sophomore receiver 
Andrew Wakelee, who has 15 catches for 284 yards 
and two touchdowns, and sophomore lefty kicker 
Kevin Bienia, who is 17-19 in PAT attempts with a 27- 
yard field goal. 

When talking about his players, Rizzo has nothing 
but positive things to say. “What we are most proud of 
is that over half of our players made the honor roll, 
and we haven’t had any behavior problems,” said 
Rizzo. “My two captains, Tibo and Morris, are two of 
the finest athletes I have ever coached.” 

West Side will come into this game as the under¬ 
dogs. “We want to play hard and catch a break,” said 
Rizzo. “We need to keep Agawam’s offense off of the 
field if we’re going to win.” 

All in all, both coaches and players agree, this rival¬ 
ry is more than just a rivalry. It is a tradition that will 
live as long as the sport does (going all the way back 
to the early 1920s), and will always be a good reason 
to get out and support your team. The Brownies will 
be visiting West Side on Thursday, November 28th, at 
10:00 a.m. Bundle up and join us. 
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^ Profile... sponsored by Bruno’s Pizza 

Football Brownies are happy to be benefactors 
of Sal Santaniello’s strong work ethics 


Certainly, Salvatore “Sal” Santaniello - one of the 
senior running backs for the Agawam High School 
football Brownies - received his work ethics, as well as 
his team-first outlook, from a family tree that is deeply 
rooted in its Italian heritage. 

Sal and his twin-brother, Alfonso (also an AHS sen¬ 
ior), are of the first-generation variety. Their parents, 
Fiore and Rosa Santaniello, were born and raised in 
Italy. Italian is still spoken in the Santaniello’s Agawam 
home. 

“It really is like ‘Little Italy’ at home,” said Sal with a 
laugh. “I have heard the saying about people who 
have an Italian heritage to be more ‘Italian than the 
Italians.’ At my house, that’s the way it is.” 

The 5-10, 160-pound Santaniello is described by 
football Coach Tad Desautels as an important cog in 
the team’s makeup. 

“Sal is a wonderful kid. If I told him that running 
through a brick wall would be good for the team, he’d 
do it. He’s one of those kids who gives the coaches 
and the team every ounce of talent and ability that he 
has. He leaves it all on the field, both in practice and 
during the games.” 

With Thursday’s annual Thanksgiving bash with 
arch-rival West Springfield only a few days away, 
Santaniello called his last football game wearing the 
school’s orange and brown as the team’s “Super 
Bowl.” 

“The game against West Side is like our Super 
Bow\. We want to show them that we are the better 
team. For us seniors, it’s our last game together. We 
want to go out with a win and always remember the 
day. \ thvnk. the Agawam-West Side football game, no 
matter what each team’s record might be, is the best 
rivalry in Western Mass.” 

The two-year varsity member also plays basketball 
(varsity as a junior in 2001-2002) and baseball (junior 
varsity last spring) for the school. Football, however, is 
his favorite sport. 

Sal especially enjoys the camaraderie between the 
senior class members of this year’s 2002 Brownies. 
The team enters the West Side game with a 5-5 
record. 

“I really think this team has lots of character. The 
seniors on the team are very tight. We have excellent 
senior leadership, starting with our two co-captains, 
Joe Clark and Mike Locke. 

“I believe if we really play to our potential, we can 
beat anyone in Western Mass.,” Sal added. 

Sal was flattered when told about Desautels praise. 
“When the Coach wants me to do something, I do it. 
For me, getting a key block on a play is just as good 
as getting a touchdown." 

Sal called Agawam’s fourth-quarter rally and even¬ 
tual upset win over Amherst Regional earlier in the fall 
at Harmon Smith Field as his 2002 team highlight. 
“We were down 14-7 going into the fourth quarter and 
we totally dominated them, both physically and on the 
scoreboard (19-14). That was a blast," he observed. 

Speaking of highlights, Sal’s 80-yard pass recep¬ 
tion from Clark in a loss against top-ranked 



SAL SANTANIELLO 


Minnechaug was one for the highlight reels. He 
grabbed a little swing pass and then it was off to the 
races before a Falcons’ defender finally caught 
speedy Sal on the five-yard line. “It should have been 
a touchdown, but running down the field like that was 
a great feeling." 

According to him, his proudest moment as a 
Brownie happens each day as a member of the team. 
“Playing with the seniors on this team makes me very 
proud," Sal said. “There is great chemistry between us 
and through the entire team." 

During the day, Sal’s course load at AHS includes 
English, accounting, entrepreneurship, gym, pottery, 
business management, and desktop publishing. 

His best teacher is Vladimiro Orefice, and his 
favorite course is gym. 

Sal’s “wheels of dreams" would be a royal blue 
1969 Chevy Camaro with two stripes running through 
the middle. He’s currently driving a 2000 silver Jeep 
Wrangler. 

Any type of Italian food is just fine with Sal. His 
mother, Rosa, is celebrated for her cooking. Sal says 
his mother’s kitchen is sometimes a favorite hangout 
for his friends. “Yeah, my mom sure can cook, and 
everyone knows it." 

E.B.’s Restaurant on Walnut Street Extension is a 
place where Sal finds the chow to his liking, especial¬ 
ly the hot wings. 

“SportsCenter” on ESPN tops Sal’s TV listings, and 
the movie about a high school football team, 
"Remember The Titans," tops his big-screen charts. 

Classic rock (he specifically mentioned the band 


Aerosmith) is the music he enjoys the most. His duds 
include “some days of being dressed-up, and other 
days of being laid-back. I buy my clothes wherever I 
can get the best deal.” 

Following Thursday’s Thanksgiving game, Sal will 
relax for a few days off before varsity basketball 
begins on Monday, December 2nd. While admitting 
the Brownies struggled in the winter of 2001-2002, he 
relishes his role as a defensive specialist. 

“I usually played small forward and, because of my 
speed and toughness, I would sometimes get the 
other team’s best player. I take great pride in that," Sal 
related. 

He hopes the Brownies will improve this year, stat¬ 
ing, “Most of the team is back and all the guys hustle 
and have heart. Those are good places to start.” 

An outfielder on the junior varsity baseball team 
last spring, Sal will take a shot at making the varsity in 
a program that’s always strong. 

As mentioned above, his father is Fiore, the 20- 
year owner of Capri Pizza on Cabot Street in down¬ 
town Holyoke, and his mother is Rosa. When he grad¬ 
uates from AHS next June, Sal plans to turn his full 
attention to the family business. 

His twin brother, Alfonso, is a member of the 
school’s National Honor Society. He has another 
brother, Gennano, 15, a freshman at AHS, and a sis¬ 
ter, Lucia, 12, a seventh-grader at the Junior High. 

Sal admires his father and says his pride in his 
Italian heritage comes from both parents. “My dad 
always gives 100 percent in whatever he does, and 
always reminds us about the importance of our fami¬ 
ly. He met my mom in Italy when he returned home for 
one of his visits and brought her back here. I have 
been over to Italy at least seven times. This summer, 

I was over there and I got so fat, I was totally out of 
shape at the beginning of football in August.” 

The Santaniello family has resided in Agawam for 
the past 16 years. Their little hometown in Italy is sit¬ 
uated close to Naples. 

When Sal leaves AHS next June, he wishes to be 
remembered by folks in this way: “I hope people think 
I was a person who always gave 100 percent in every¬ 
thing that I did, and that I was a friend to everyone." 

AHS SENIOR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK IS 
SPONSORED BY BRUNO'S PIZZERIA, at 807 
Springfield Street, Feeding Hills. Before the 
game, after the game, in-between games, 
Bruno's is famous for its pizza, grinders, and 
calzones. Chicken wings, onion rings, and 
french fries are other favorites. Eat-in or take¬ 
out. Bruno's delivers seven days a week. Call 
786-8717. Eddie Santaniello and his staff will 
make you feel right at home. Each "Athlete of 
the Week" will receive a large pizza and a 2- 
litre Coke compliments of Eddie Santaniello 
and the friendly folks at Bruno's Pizzeria. 

“Fall Intensity 
Clinic” at AIC 

American International College’s annual “Fall 
Intensity Clinic” for boys has been scheduled for 
Friday, November 29th, and Saturday, November 
30th. 

The hours of the clinic are 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

The cost is $45, and the clinic is for boys in grades 
1-2 (limited space) and grades 3-12. 

Call Coach Paul Scoville at (413) 205-3563 or e- 
mail pscoville@att.net for more information. 


Activity schedule from Agawam 
Parks & Recreation Department 


* Women’s Volleyball 

Mondays - December 2nd, 9th, & 16th. 7:00 to 9:00 
m. Agawam Junior High School. 

* Men’s / Co-Ed Volleyball 

Tuesdays - December 10th & 17th. 8:00 to 10:00 


* Drop-In Basketball 

Mondays - December 9th & 16th. Wednesdays - 
December 11th & 18th. 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. Agawam 
High School. 

* Public Swim 

Fridays - December 6th & 13th. 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
Agawam Junior High School. 


m. Agawam High School. 

Please remember to patronize your local businesses ... ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 
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Remembering the 2001 game: 

Lottermoser & defense come up big for Agawam High 


Last year’s 14-6 victory by the Agawam High 
Brownies over arch-rivai West Springfield High on 
Thanksgiving Day was a lesson from the old-school 
“smash-mouth” football and a gang-tackling defense. 

Going into the 2002 clash on Thursday, November 
28th, the Brownies lead the all-time series, 51-23-2. 

Before a howling 2,650 fans at balmy Harmon 
Smith Field, junior Ryan Lottermoser piaced his name 
in the history books of this storied holiday rivalry with 
201 rushing yards and one touchdown. Lottermoser 
lugged the ball 32 times. 

Senior Brian Michel carried five times for 10 yards, 
but he had the most important touchdown of his 
career ... a one-yard plunge with 1;43 remaining to 
give Agawam a 14-6 lead (Vinnie Tirone kick). 

West Side placed the Brownies in prime-time field 
position just a few minutes before Michel’s score. 

With 4:42 to go, the Brownies (on the West Side 
29) went for a first down on fourth and seven. Junior 
Joe Clark’s pass fell incomplete, and the Terriers des¬ 
perately began what they hoped would be a march 
upfield. 

Three plays later as the Brownie defenders 
swarmed. West Side faced a fourth and two on its 
own 37. Senior Brian Pedersen, one of the day’s 
defensive stalwarts, jammed up the middle and 
stopped the Terriers cold. 


This propelled the n 11 

Brownies squarely into the 
driver’s seat with 2:54 to 
go. Junior quarterback Joe 
Clark rolled right and found 
freshman Andrew Wakelee 
at the 15-yard line. 

Lottermoser drove it for 14 

yards before being stopped \ 

at the one. \ \ 

After Michei’s touch- 
down. West Side had the 

ball back with 1:35 left and _ 

a long 70 yards to go. ^ 

But a 53-yard pass from ~ 

quarterback A.J. Marotta to 

Dustin Seyward brought the ball all the way to the 
Agawam 17. Another pass placed the ball on the 
Agawam 10 with 50 seconds showing. 

Nail-biting time. Not a piace for the feint of heart. 

Clark and the secondary sacked up and swatted 
away a pair of passes. On fourth down. West Side 
decided on a sweep and it was stuffing time for Michel 
and Lottermoser. The two-way players raced up from 
the secondary, strung out the ball carrier, and it was 
“gang tackle time” to put this one away for good. 

West Side began the game like a house on fire. 


After the opening kickoff, the visitors began a 10- 
play, 70-yard drive in 5:30 with Mike Thibault sweep¬ 
ing into the end zone from 23 yards out. The extra 
point failed. 

The Brownies responded. Immediately. 

After a short kick-off, the Brownies began a march 
from their own 48. Clark hit senior Tony Carestia at 
the Terriers’ 38. 

Lottermoser followed for nine on the ground. A 
Terrier penalty brought the ball to the 25. Two plays 
later, Lottermoser blasted for 20 yards to the one and 
scored on first and goai. 

Tirone’s kick made it 7-6, and the Brownies never 
trailed again. 

The Brownies received a major blow when junior 
linebacker Mike Locke went down with a severe 
ACLS injury in the second quarter. Locke was named 
First Time All-Scholastic for his outstanding play dur¬ 
ing the 2001 season. 

Coach Tad Desautels credited his offensive line for 
Lottermoser’s overpowering day - Pedersen, Matt 
Picard, Joe Kocot, Nick Vooys, and center Shawn 
Poirier. 

Clark passed for 45 yards, giving the Brownies 276 
total yards. West Side had 119 rushing yards and 63 
through the air (53 of which came on in the game’s 
waning moments). 


Special Olympics slates 2002 “Jingle Bell Run & Walk 


The holiday season is right around the corner, and 
so is the 2002 “Jingle Bell Run & Walk.” 

Special Olympics Pioneer Valley will be holding 
their 2002 “Jingle Bell Run & Walk” on Sunday, 
December 8th, at 4:00 p.m. at Tower Square in down¬ 
town Springfield. 

Sponsored by Channel 22 and Rock 102, this event 
is the largest fundraiser of the year for Special 
Olympics Pioneer Valiey. 

The benefit will consist of a three-mile fun run/walk 
with a stop at the Shriners Hospital for Christmas car- 

Baywest Youth 
Hockey to host 
dinner & auction 

On Friday, December 6th, Baywest Youth Hockey 
will host a Spaghetti Dinner at the Italian Sporting 
Club in Agawam from 5:00-8:00 p.m. 

Tickets will be $6 for adults and $3 for children, and 
it will include all-you-can-eat pasta and meatballs, 
salad, and bread. 

The night will also feature a silent auction, which 
will consist of gift certificates for restaurants, golf out¬ 
ings, hotel packages, sports items, huge theme bas¬ 
kets, and lots more. 

There will also be a 50/50 raffle and a lottery 
Christmas tree raffle. 

Tickets will be available at the door. 

Happy 

Thanksgiving!!! 


REMEMBER 


ols and an after-race Jingle Bell Jam party at Tower 
Square with delicious food, music, dancing, and a raf¬ 
fle. 

Participants are asked to collect donations that will 
be collected during registration. 

Registration will begin at 2:00 p.m.; parking will be 
available at no charge. 

With your support, we can make the 2002 “Jingle 
Bell Run & Walk” the biggest and best ever. 

Special Olympics Massachusetts, Inc. (SOMA) is a 
501 c(3) not-for-profit corporation whose mission is to 


provide year-round sports training and competition 
opportunities to children and adults with mental retar¬ 
dation and other closely related developmental dis¬ 
abilities. 

Locally, Special Olympics Pioneer Valley serves 
nearly 400 individuals, offering them training in 28 dif¬ 
ferent individual and team sports and a competition 
schedule of more than 20 organized competitions 
annually. 

For more information on the 2002 “Jingle Bell Run 
& Walk” and to request a brochure, please call (413) 
747-8946 or e-mail westsec(5)SDecialolvmDicsma.ora. 


For the best in local goods and services, be sure to 
check our classifieds each and every week... AANII! 



2003 Baseball Sign-Up 
Agawam Little League 
& Junior League 

(Final Sign-Up Session) 


Saturday, December 7th 
Italian Sporting Club - 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 


Player Eligibility: 

Little League - Ages 5-12 by August 1st, 2003 
$50 Per Player - Maximum of $90 Per Family 
Junior League - Ages 13-14 by August 1st, 2003 
$80 Per Player - Maximum of $150 Per Family 





r\ 


Will Credit YOUR E.B’s VALUE Card for 
ALL Holiday Party Orders! Let us help 
plan your Holiday! Ask for Charlene, 
Tony, Matt or Carm for all 
your catering needs!! 
789-3525 



$20 in pre-i 


^er ram 




Must provide a copy of each child’s birth certificate. 
Umpires Needed!!! (Must be at least 12 years of age.) 
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AGAWAM HIGH FRESHMAN Nick Pokora (left), one of the stars on the school’s golf team, 
recently won first place at the Jim Mclean Future Collegians World Tour in Hilton Head, South 
Carolina. 

Agawam High’s Nick Pokora wins 
golf tournament at Hilton Head 


Openings, in 
8:00 a.m. session 
of instructional 
basketball prog. 

The Agawam Parks & Recreation Department cur¬ 
rently has openings in the 8:00 a.m. session of the 
instructional basketball program. 

The instructional basketball program is for children 
in grades one or two, or age six by January 1, 2003. 

Participants will learn the fundamentals of basket¬ 
ball for eight weeks on Saturday mornings at Agawam 
High School, beginning January 4, 2003. 

Registrations ($25 fee) are limited and will be 
taken on a first-come, first-serve basis at the Agawam 
Parks & Recreation Office, 760 Cooper Street, 
Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


★ ★ * 


Agawam High School freshman golfer Nick Pokora 
- one of the rising stars on the Western Mass, links - 
recently took first place in the Golden Bear Indigo Run 
Challenge, sponsored by the Jim Mclean Future 
Collegians World Tour and held at Hilton Head, South 
Carolina, on November 9th and 10th. 

Pokora faced linksters from 17 states and three for¬ 
eign countries in the 13-15 year-old division. 

Pokora carded a 74 on day one and a 73 on day 
two at Galloway National under warm but windy con¬ 
ditions. 


It was Pokora’s first win in the Future Collegians 
World Tour. Pokora’s two-day total was 147. He won *n 
by four strokes. 

Pokora played number two for the Agawam High 
Brownies this fall. 

He helped the Brownies to third at the Western 
Mass. Team Championships, and led the team to a 
fourth place at the State Golf Championships. 

He is the son of John & Darlene (Liquori) Pokora of 
Agawam. 


Our deadline is each Tuesday at 

12:00 noon; however, we appreciate 

any articles, press releases, letters, 

etc., that can be brought in on 

Mondays. Thank you for your 

cooperation in this nnatter... 

ADVERTISER NEWS!!! 

★ * ★ 




OPEN SUNDAYS 
Dec. 1, 8, & 15 
10 to 2 


Let the good times rolir 

kawasakl.com 1-877-KAWi-ATV 


iPPSTTB M 


The Prairie 650 4x4 and 360 4x4 ATVs rule the trail. The industry’s 
first and only V-twin engine and multi-disc rear-brake system 
means the 650 handles almost any tenrain-and all the competition. 
The Prairie 360 4x4 inherits many of the 650’s advanced features, 
and it's the leader in its class for towing capacity at 1,100 ibs. So 
get on a Prairie. And feel the power surge through your veins. 


MOTORSPOm 


•otection and protective clothing. Never carry a passenger. Never ride under 


» excessive speeds and stunt driving.- Be extra careful on difficult terrain. 


Ask About KAWASAKI 
Full Throttle Financing 


Mon.,Tues., Wed., Fri. 9-6,Thur8.9*6, Sat. 9*3 
Factory Trained Technicians 
Financing Avaiiablo 
Motorcycle Parts & Accessories 


Agawam Parks & 
Recreation Night 
with Spfld. Falcons 


The Springfield Falcons are announcing that the 
next Parks & Recreation Group Night (sponsored by 
the Agawam Parks & Recreation Department) is 
scheduled for Saturday, November 30th versus the 
Binghamton Senators at 7:30 p.m. 

Your Parks & Recreation Department is offering 
one great discounted price ticket of $8.50 for either 
adults or kids, with 50 cents of each ticket sold going 
back to your Parks & Recreation Department for other 
youth recreational activities. 

All ticket purchases for the game must be made by 
12:00 noon on Friday, November 29th. 

For further information, call the Agawam Parks & 
Recreation Department weekdays at 821-0513. 


15i5 PARK STREET, RT 20, 
PALMER • 413-284-1673 


Se002 KawasaW Motors Corp..U.S.A. Kawasaki ATVs with engines of 90(X) and above 
are recommended for use only by persons 16 years of age or older. Kawasaki 
also recommends that all ATV riders take a training course. For more information, 
see jfour dealer, or call the ATV Safety Institute at l-800'887-2887. Warning: 
ATVs*can be hazardous to operate. For your safety. Always wear a helmet, eye 


the influence of drugs or alcohol. Never ride on public roads or pavement. Avoid 
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Cal Ripken 
Baseball arrives 
in Agawam! 

Cal Ripken Youth Baseball has finally come to 
Agawam. The Sacred Heart Athletic Association 
announced last week that the boys’ baseball leagues 
would be governed by the up-and-coming Cal Ripken 
Youth Baseball Association. 

Cal Ripken, which is a division of Babe Ruth 
Baseball, is set up in a similar manner to the Little 
League of America format. Sacred Heart will be a part 
of the Western Mass. Division of the state. The state 
of Massachusetts is divided into two sections. East 
and West; the dividing line is Route 495. 

Sacred Heart will be eligible for all local and state 
tournaments beginning next season. Cal Ripken is set 
up similarly to SHAA’s current league format. There 
will be a 4-5 year-old midget league; the Designated 
Pitching Machine League will be back with 7-8 year- 
olds playing; and the 9-10 and 11-12 leagues will both 
be eligible for the national tournament. The tourna¬ 
ment has the same format as Little League and broad¬ 
casts their championship game on FOX television. 

This past year. Cal Ripken Baseball has grown dra¬ 
matically in size. The organization had almost one- 
million players last year, with 47,000 teams nation¬ 
wide. There are over 7,600 leagues in the United 
States. Cal Ripken was originally named the Bambino 
League and was switched in 2000. 

Cal Ripken Baseball offers tremendous benefits to 
the organization in terms of fundraising opportunities 
and national exposure. The league has also offered 
some impressive coaching clinics to all coaches in the 
organization. This coming February, there will be a 
coach’s clinic held by former major leaguer Billy 
Ripken. The clinic was a big success last year and will 
only benefit SHAA this year. 

In addition to the clinic with Ripken, SHAA coaches 
will also be invited to a coach’s clinic this summer at 
Fenway Park in Boston with some of the current Red 
Sox players and coaches. Cal Ripken directors have 
confirmed the events for SHAA, and dates will be 
coming. The clinics will give coaches a real great 
experience in the development of players for all ages. 

The main changes in the league will be that the 9- 
10 and 11-12 leagues will both be playing on a 60-foot 
diamond. The playing rules are very similar to Little 
League rules, in which there is no leading or stealing 
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“Twisters” win soccer tournament... 



ON NOVEMBER 3RD, the Agawam Twisters - the U14 girls’ Division 2 soccer team coached by 
Denny Marr and Chris Roos - defeated Southwich in the finals of the Pioneer Valley Junior 
Soccer League Tournament. The Twisters finished the regular season in second place with a 
record of 8-2-4, making them eligible for Division 1 in the spring. Front row: Lisa Carney, 
Laura Lyons, Kaitlin Outhuse, Lisa Truschelli, Brittany Margiotta, Samantha Lisee, and 
Lauren Maloney. Back row: Natalie Honsinger, Molly Brooks, Megan Lalli, Erin Theriault, 
Kayla Bryant, Sarah Roos, Molly Nowill, Michele Santos, Sarah Long, and Stephanie Obue. 
(Not pictured: Christina Bertrand.) 


until the ball crosses the plate. This will be different 
from the major league rules that Sacred Heart used in 
the past. 

The opportunity for both the 9-10 and 11-12 
leagues to play on a 60-foot diamond will result in both 
leagues playing under SHAA’s lighted diamond, which 
is slated to be fully repaired by the beginning of the 


part of Cal Ripken Youth Baseball. We have been 
looking at different options over the last few years, 
and this seemed to be the best fit for us." 

He continued, “The amount of benefits we will 
receive in terms of coach’s clinics and exposure was 
the best I saw. The organization is very flexible at the 
local level, and their national office is very strong. 




Play Falcons Trivia 


Weekly Trivia Contest Winners 
receive 10-ticket Falcon Flexpack 

Grand Prize - Trip for two to see Tampa 
Bay Lightning piay Phiiadeiphia Flyers. 

This week's Question: 


What is the name of the Faicons 
assistant coach? 


: TRIVIA CONTEST Week 14 ! 

Answer: _ [ 

• Name:_ i 

I I 

I Address:_ i 

[ Phone: _ [ 

' E-mail: i 

1 I 

I Mail to: Turley/Falcons Trivia, Springfield Civic Center, ■ 

I P.O. Box 3190, Springfield, MA 01101 • 

MM • 

L. — ...I _ _ __________ 

Entries must be received by November 29, 2002. 
One winner per week drawn from correct entries. 


If you have any questions, call the Falcons at 413-739-3344 

You can also play Falcons Trivia at www.falconsahl.com 


season. This will be a lot of fun for the kids, and it will They are being very supportive of what we are trying 
be great to see night games back at Sacred Heart. to do.” 

SHAA’s board of directors voted unanimously at the SEE CAL RIPKEN BASEBALL - Page 41 
November board meeting 
to accept the Cal Ripken 
charter. League Chairman 
Brian Regnier stated, “We 
are very excited to be a I 245 Springfield St. * Agawam * 413-786-0430 

FALL SUPER SAVER SPECIALS!! 



NEW SATURDAY HOURS: 8 AM - 4 PM 


LUBE OIL CHANGE 

Service Includes 

Up to 5 Qts Of Motorcraft Oil, New Motorcraft 
Oil Filter, Check Fluids 

And Tire Pressure 


$ 19.95 


Plus tax & environmental fee. Must present coupon 
at time of service. EXPIRES 10-31-02 
No Appointment Necessary 
Coupons not valid svith any other offers 


FALL SERVICE SPECIAL 

Oil & Fitter Change Up To 5 Quarts 
Tire Rotation 
Brake Inspection 
Check All Belts & Hoses 
Inspect Air & Cabin Filters 
Top Off All Fluids 


$ 34.95 


Plus tax & environmental fee. Must present coupon at 
lime of senrfce. EXPIRES 10-31-02 
No Appointment Necessary. 

Coupons not valid with any other offers. 


WE SERVICE ALL FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY CARS AND 

TRUCKS UP TO F750 

Large Selection of New & Used Cars & Trucks 
www.saratford.com 



Ford Focus 



$29.95/DAV 

$189/Week 




NOW IN 2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS! 

245 Sprinfield St., Agawam (at SARAT FORD) 

413-786-5882 

385 Memorial Drive, Chicopee 

(across from Admiral DW’s) 

413 - 594-7400 

www.rentallstar. com 
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CAL RIPKEN BASEBALL - from Page 40 

Regnier also commented on the possibility of going 
with a Little League charter: “We actually thought 
about going with a Little League charter, but the town 
was too big for one league and two charters would 
territorialize the town into two halves. We did not think 
that was in Agawam’s best interest. Cal Ripken will 
give the town two nationally recognized organizations 
and will be better for everyone involved. The Ripken 
league will give us a stable organization, and great 
exposure and experiences for our players." 

The Cal Ripken organization has also allowed 
Sacred Heart to obtain a regular Babe Ruth charter 
for 13-15 year-old players. 

This will be a nationally chartered league and will 
be eligible for the national Babe Ruth tournament. 
There will be more details to come in the upcoming 
months. 

Babe Ruth baseball is also allowing SHAA to 
obtain a softball charter similar to the one in 
Westfield. The girls will also be playing on a 60-foot 
diamond and will be having night games as well. 

This will allow the girls of Agawam to have a 
nationally sponsored softball program and is sure to 
be a big benefit. 

Sacred Heart, along with players from Little 
League and Southwick, is currently doing their sec¬ 
ond year of Winter Clinic. 

The clinic is a great success again this year and is 
a proven asset to the players involved. 

SHAA will be having sign-ups again and would 
urge any people wishing to be coaches to sign up at 
the February sign-up so they would be eligible to 
attend the February coach’s clinic with Billy Ripken. 

SHAA’s sign-up dates for the spring will be 
February 8th-9th from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.; March 1st- 
2nd from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.; and March 6th from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m. 

All sign-ups will be at the Sacred Heart Parish 
Center, 1103 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills. Babe 
Ruth sign-ups will be posted shortly. 

(f anyone has any questions on the Cal Ripken 
league or any other questions with the league, please 
contact Brian Regnier at breanier@attbi.com . or log 
onto www.shbaseball.ora and direct any questions to 
the board members on the “board members” page. 

The main website for Cal Ripken and Babe Ruth is 
www.baberuthleaaue.ora . 

These websites are very informative on all aspects 
of the organizations. SHAA is excited with the new 
changes and eager to start the season. See you at 
sign-ups. 
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AHS golfers celebrate season at banquet... 



MEMBERS OF THE AGAWAM HIGH golf team celebrated their outstanding 2002 fall season 
with a season-ending banquet at Alexander’s Restaurant. Team members include: back row - 
Coach Bill L’Heureux, A.J. Oleksak, Kevin Telford, Ben Crum, Chris Graveline, Mike Mason, 
Kevin Olbryck, and Matt Campana; middle row - Jeremy Malanson, Anthony Sarnelli, Zach 
Lapponese, Tom Mercadante, Matt Footit, Pat Landers, and Assistant Coach Mike Simpson; 
front row - Brian Marchese, Shawn Santos, Nick Pokora, Matt Oleksak, Peter Longhi, Dan 
Cirillo, and Jeff Stanton. 



AGAWAM HIGH GOLF COACH BILL L’HEUREUX (far left) and Assistant Coach Mike 
Simpson (far right) are pictured with their three senior class golfers - Pat Landers, Jeremy 
Malanson, and Ben Crum - and members of their families at the season-ending golf banquet 
held recently at Alexander’s Restaurant in Feeding Hills. 


Attention, sports fans ... Six Flags season 
passes now on sale for summer of 2003 


Make great holiday gifts for friends and family members 


When families are looking for fun close to home, 
what could be better than New England’s Thrill Capital 
irrtheir very own backyard. Six Flags New England is 
now offering an unbeatable value with a 2003 Season 
Pass. 

Six Flags 2003 Season Passes can be purchased 
now on-line at the lowest price available. There has 
never been an easier way to purchase a Six Flags 
Season Pass, and it’s just in time for holiday shop¬ 
ping! 

Just log on to www.sixflaQS.com/newenaland . go to 
pricing, and click on Season Pass to purchase “three 
seasons” of fun. 

A Six Flags New England Season Pass allows unlim¬ 
ited visits and is good for all rides and shows, plus 
FREE admission to New England’s largest water 
park, Island Kingdom, which features over one dozen 
water slides, a 500,000-gallon wave pool, and more! 

When buying on-line, a minimum of two Season 
Passes must be purchased to receive the low price of 
only $59.99. A Six Flags 2003 Season Pass makes a 
great birthday or holiday gift. It’s the gift that keeps on 
giving and is sure to “fit” everyone! Also available for 
purchase on-line is Season Pass Parking Permits for 
only $30 and an Island Kingdom tube rental good all 



summer long for only 
$30. 

The Six Flags 
2003 season will 
once again feature 
New England’s two 
favorite superheroes, 

Superman-Ride of 
Stell, ranked the “#1 
roller coaster on the 
Planet” by Park 
World magazine, and 
“Batman-The Dark 
Knight," New 

England’s only floor¬ 
less coaster. Plus, 
perennial favorites 
are back for the entire family, such as “Island Kingdom 
WaterPark,” and "Looney Tunes Movie Town." 

It takes more than one visit to experience Six Flags 
New England to the fullest, and with a 2003 Season 
Pass, visitors can affordably return to the Park all sea¬ 
son. 

Not only does a Season Pass allow families and 
thrill seekers unlimited visits to Six Flags New 


England during the 2003 operating season at an 
affordable price, they also give park-goers many other 
discounts and benefits, including: 

* Free admission to special events, like Kids Fest,^ 
Musical events, and New England’s biggest haunted 
theme park during Fright Fest 2003. 

* Unlimited FREE admission to any Six Flags 
Theme Park coast-to-coast, including The Great 
Escape and Six Flags Great Adventure. 

* A Coupon book for free friend visits, discounts on 
food and games, and offers from area businesses. 

* Unlimited FREE admission to Island Kingdom 
WaterPark. 

* Discount on Fast Lane, Six Flags virtual ride 
reservation system where you can spend more time 
enjoying your day and less time standing in line. 

Six Flags is currently open weekends through 
November 3rd for Fright Fest 2002. Regular admis¬ 
sion is $39.99, 54” in height and over, under 54” in 
height is $26.99, and under 36” in height is FREE. Six 
Flags New England’s 2003 season begins April 19th. 
For more information, go to www.sixflaas.com or call 
786-9300. 

Six Flags New England is located on Route 159 
(1623 Main Street) in Agawam. 
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Patronize Your Local Businesses 



Northeast Builders 

Rick Pfeffer 

4 Lenox Street, Feeding Hills 


H 


W 



Since 1975 


wnmiMcG imcK WAmm 

of Suffield 

Full Service Equestrian Center 

jA *Boarding Lessons *Sales *Training 
*Large Indoor Arena Offering 
English & Western 
Currently Hiring 

'WH Call 1 (860) 668-2307 

--Employment Positions Also Available— 


MA License #540548 
CT License #5188494 


CHAD FULLAM 
ELECTRIC 

Residential * Commercial * Industrial 
Voice * Data 

Phone: (413) 786-6226 


PETE'S 4^ 
PAPER & PAINT 

• Interior & Exterior Paintirig • Wallpapering 
• Textured Ceilings • Sponge Painting • Drywall Repairs 
* Any General Household Repairs 
...SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

(413) 346-7S73 


170 South Boulevard • West Springfield, MA 01089 


John F. Walsh 

Certified Public Accountant 

567 Springfield Street 
Feeding Hills 

Visit our Website and Financial Ir^formation Center 
WWW* jfwalshcpa.com 

For an appointment please call 

786-3009 


Sapelli Concrete 

“Specializing In Residential Projects ” 

Patios-Pool Pads-Stairs-Sidewalks- 
Driveways-Hatchways-Garage Floors 
30 Yrs. Exp. Fullv Insured 

789-3787 


* Roofing * Siding * Kitchens & Baths * Additions * Major Remodeling 

789-1150 

Reg. No. 116963; Const. Sup. No. 000450 

Free Estimates,,, Fully Licensed and Insured 


Your Ad Could 
Go Here! 
Call 786-7747 
or 786-8137 


ISF Video & Audio Calibration 

ech. Home Theater Consulting 
Let us Help set up your system 
No problem to small 

www.a-v-tech.com 


Bob LaFrance 
Rich Weld 


(413) 374-80(» 
(413) 374«00 


Willard Roofing 

H A Roof Done By Any Other 
Name Is Just Not The Samel 

“Our Low Prices Can’t Be Beat!” 

We will address all your roofing needs... 

* Roof * Ventilation 

* Gutters * Masonry ^ 

Please Call 786-7924 

(Kevin, Walter, or Nina) 

MA. License #067588 

“Over 30 years roofing experience between 
father and son, ** 


Suffriti 

Construction Co. 

Custom Homes 
and Additions 

Insured and Licensed 
Many Referrals - Excellent Reputation 

786-5516 



Bill Spear’s Tree Service 

“Your Hometown LEADER Since 1979” 

* Tree Removal * Land Clearing 

* Tree Trimming * Brush Chipping 

* Shrub Removal * Stump Grinding 

* Residential & Commercial 

786-5081 



Year-Itound 
24 Hour 
Emergency 
Storm Service 


Senior Citizen Specialist & Discount 

Reg. And Fully Insured By Bresnahan Ins. 


Prompt, Free Estimates and Hazard Evaluations 

~ References ~ 
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Classifieds 


SERVICES 

BILL SPEAR’S TREE 
SERVICE: Complete 
tree removal, trimming. 
Land cleared. Senior 
citizen discount. FREE 
ESTIMATES. Fully 
insured. “Your 
Hometown LEADER 
Since 1979.” Call 786- 
5081. 

DAVID’S WINDOW 
CLEANING AND 
JANITORIAL 

Mother’s Little Helper! 
Floors waxed, rugs 
shampooed, walls 
washed. Commercial & 
residential. Call Paul 
Ferrarini, (413) 786- 
4436. 

GARIBIAN ELECTRIC: 

Fuses to circuit break¬ 
ers, pools, additions, 
cable & phone outlets. 
Prompt service. Fully 
insured: free estimates. 
10% senior discount. 
(413)781-4376 or (413) 
733-4466. 

PAUL’S TREE SER¬ 
VICE: Fully insured, 
free estimates. 
Removal, pruning, 
planting, stump grind¬ 
ing, firewood, backhoe. 
Senior citizen discount; 
24-hour emergency 
service. 17 years expe¬ 
rience. Call Paul 
Cocchi, 547-0343. 

NORTHEAST 
BUILDERS: Custom 
homes & remodeling 
(since 1975). Fully 
insured & licensed. 

Rick Pfeffer, 4 Lenox 
St., Feeding Hills, MA 
01030. Reg. No. 
116963; Const. Sup. 

Na 000450. (413) 789- 
1150. 

SUFFRITI CON¬ 
STRUCTION CO.: New 

homes and additions. 
Insured and licensed. 
Many referrals. 786- 
5516. 

TRASH REMOVAL: 

Garages, attics, & cel¬ 
lars cleaned out. Lawn 
service, unwanted 
items, metal removal. 
Insured. Call Mr. T’s 
Cleaning Svc. Phone 
789-0540, beeper 735- 
4535. 

PAINTING, STAINING: 

Exterior, interior. Your 


home or business. 
Quality work, reason¬ 
able rates. Call Joe at 

(413) 786-5912. 

LICENSED ELECTRI¬ 
CIAN: All types of work. 
Insured; free estimates; 
35 yrs. License 
El6303. Call Jim, 782- 
6989. 

SPRINGFIELD TURN- 
VEREIN: Catering to 
weddings, banquets, 
parties, and receptions. 
Two rooms available 
with seating up to 250 
people. 176 Garden 
Street, Feeding Hills, 
786-0924. 

SAPELLI CONCRETE: 

Specializing in residen¬ 
tial projects (patios, 
pool pads, stairs, side¬ 
walks, etc.). 30 yrs. 
exp.; fully insured. 789- 
3787. 

BOB LONGO CON¬ 
STRUCTION: 27 years 
specializing in kitchens 
and additions. Free 
custom design. Fully 
insured, free estimates. 
In Agawam, 789-0758. 

CHARTIER’S GENER¬ 
AL CARPENTRY: We 

take the worry out of 
building. Additions; new 
construction; renova¬ 
tions; custom decks. 

Lie. no. 051681; fully 
insured. Don Chartier, 
owner. (413) 789-7011. 

IT’S SNOWBLOWER 
TUNE-UPTIME: A & M 

Small Engine Repairs 
for all your lawn & gar¬ 
den equipment needs. 
Free pick-up and deliv¬ 
ery. 568-2582. 

TREE STUMP GRIND¬ 
ING: Lowest prices, 
fastest service. Free 
estimates. Call Pine 
Grove Stump Grinding, 
(413) 783-7236. 

CONTE DOOR SER¬ 
VICE, INC.: “We Sell 
The Best & Service The 
Rest.” Sales, repair, 
installation. Residential 
& commercial; weekend 
emergency service. 
786-1800/568-4655. 
(Fax 789-7305; 
www.contedoor.com .) 

VERMETTE AUTO 
BODY INC.: Since 
1979. All new conven¬ 
ient location - 223 


Garden St., Feeding 
Hills. All insurance com¬ 
panies; collision and 
windshield. Claims wel¬ 
come; guaranteed 
repairs (RS-1842). 786- 
8226. 

CHAD FULLAM ELEC¬ 
TRIC: Commercial & 
residential - A to Z. New 
construction, additions, 
remodels to include 
service changes, all 
wiring for electric, com¬ 
puter, phone and cable 
lines. Licensed and 
insured. (413) 786- 
6226. 

CARPENTER: No job 
too small. Reasonable; 
excellent work. Salve 
Carpentry, 569-5089. 

JOHN F. WALSH - 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANT: 569 

Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills. Visit our 
Website and Financial 
Information Center - 
www.ifwalshcpa.com . 
For an appointment, 
please call (413) 786- 
3009. 

KARL’S MOWING 
SERVICE: Just in time 
for fall clean-up. If you 
are in need of hedge/ 
shrub trimming, gutter 
cleaning, fertilizing, 
mowing, or leaf 
removal, please call 
Harro, 786-9532. 

BISHOP PAINT & 
PAPER: Interior paint¬ 
ing and wallpapering 
done to your specifica¬ 
tions at reasonable 
rates. Free estimate. 
Senior discount. Call 
739-4947. 

WISHING ROCK 
FARM OF SUFFIELD: 

Full Service Equestrian 
Center. Boarding 
Lessonsj’ Sales; 


Training; Large Indoor 
Arena Offering English 
& Western. Currently 
Hiring. Call 1-860-668- 
2307. (Employment 
Positions Also 
Available.) 

AV TECH. - ISF Video 
& Audio Calibration: 

Home Theater Consul¬ 
ting. Let us help set up 
your system; no pro¬ 
blem too small. Bob 
LaFrance & Rich Weld. 
www.a-v-tech. com . 
(413) 374-8000 or (413) 
374-8300. 

ALTERATIONS: 

Alteration services 
available at Bancroft 
Bridals, 225 Springfield 
Street, Agawam, MA. 

To schedule an appoint¬ 
ment, please call (413) 
789-3073. 

LOW PRICE LEAF 
REMOVAL & SNOW 
PLOWING: Agawam, 
Feeding Hills, West 
Springfield area only. 
Call 789-6598. 

DDC SHOPS: 

Virtual shopping at 
its best! Pillows, 


blankets and more; 
sports and such... 

29 Southwick Street, 
Feeding Hills Center. 
Dennis Ingalls & Jeffrey 
Moore. (413) 786-8668; 
www.ddcshops.com. 

THE STRAIN FAMILY 
EQUESTRIAN CEN¬ 
TER: Boarding, les¬ 
sons, training, sales. 
Ponies for parties. 
"Holiday Open House" - 
December 15th, 1 to 3 
p.m. Riding gift certifi¬ 
cates make great stock¬ 
ing stuffers! 18 Vining 
Hill Road, Southwick, 
MA (located behind Big 
Y/Ames Plaza). (413) 
569-5797. 

LEGAL 

SERVICES 

BANKRUPTCY: 

Chapter 7 $500 
plus filing fees. 

Stop automobile repos¬ 


session, 

creditor harassment. 
Discharge medical bills, 
credit card debts., etc. 
Evening, weekend 
appointments. Payment 
plan 

available. Attorney 
Waskiewicz, 1-800-295- 
5773. 

FOR SALE 

FOR SALE: Blue lift 
chair. Brand new. Best 
offer. For more informa¬ 
tion, call (413) 786- 
6258. 

LOST 

LOST CAT: 2 year-old, 
black and white male 
cat missing in the area 
of Corey Colonial 
Condominiums, 
Agawam, MA, since 
Nov. 13, 2002. Reward 
offered. Call (413) 786- 
1368. 


HELP WANTED 


PRE-SCHOOL TEACHER’S AIDE: Part-time 
after school, 2:00 - 5:30. Monday thru Friday. 
Call Syl @ Bambi School, 786-8325. 


Bob Longo Construction 

27 Years Specializing In 
Kitchens And Additions 

Free Custom Design 

Agawam * 789-0758 

•Add A Second Story To Your Home - Or A Dormer 
•Turn Your Existing Basement Into A Family Room & Bath 
•Porches & SunroomS 

•Add Living Space With A Custom Designed Deck 
•Mastic Vinyl Siding 

•Window Replacement, Vinyl Or Wood 

All Backed By Bob Longo’s Reputation 
For Quality & Dependability 

FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES 
AH Work Completed Quickly & Efficiently 



PAUL’S 


TREE SERVICE 


’Fully Insured *Lot Clearing 
'Removal *Backhoe 

'Pruning ‘Firewood 

'Planting ‘Free Estimates 

'Stump Grinding ‘Senior Citizen Discount 

/ 7 Years Experience - Owner Paul Cocchi 


Residential * Commercial 

547-0343 



® Worry OOT 


GENERAL 

(CARPENTRY) 


413 • 789 • 7011 


ADDITIONS ‘ RENOVATIONS 

CUSTOM DECKS • New Construction 
fuijEy Insured 

Don Ch.artikk Me*. #or>i«Ki 
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Give the Gift of Health 


With our 


Holiday ‘Get Fit Gift Kit’! 


Give someone you love or care about 
The gift of health this holiday season! 


. • 


Oely $49 


(a $125 value!) 



Gift Kit Includes: 

■ One month fitness membership 
■ Six Free tanning sessions 

■ Two free personal training sessions 
A Fitness First water bottle and T-shirt 

■ All in a beautifully wrapped gift box! 




FiRST 



HEMLTM S FiTNESS CENTER 

413-786-1460 
60 North Westfield Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030 
www.fitnessfirsthealthclub.com 














